' 

•> 


?  CONTAINING 

Forty  Five  RELATION  S 

Of  Pretended 

Jugdments ,  Prodigies ,  and  apparitions. 

In  Behalf  of  the 


Publifb’d  in  order  to  make  i© ^CJftfrcb  of  EndgUni 
In  the  Eyes, of  the  Vulgar,  as  POPERY. 

And  Re-printed  with 

Seafonable  REMARKS, 


* 

By  an  Impartial  Band. 

( 

<*  -  *  .  •  "  ■■■''  ■>  t- .  ■■ 

&  sS  i 

London  Printed,  and  Sold  by  B.  Bragg  at  the  Raven  in  Pater- Naffer  Row . 

MDccyli. 


r "vt 


T  H  E 


rf'HE  following  Treatife,  containing  a  Colledtion  of  marly Pro- 
I  digies ,  Signs,  Apparitions ,  Accidents  and  Judgments  (either 

JL  pretended  or  real )  being  publilh’d  by  a  Club  of  Diffenters 

(  as  is  apparent  both  from  their  Preface  and  Relations )  in  the 
Year  1661,  under  the  Title  ot  Mirabilis  Annus  Secundus ,  at  a  Jun- 
aure  when  the  Tottering  Caufe  of  the  Non-Conformijl  Party ,  after  the 
Kef  duration,  flood  in  need  of  all  their  Strength  and  Policy,  to  keep  it 
from  finking  quite  under  Ground ;  the  faid  Collection  was  thought  fit 
to  be  made  Publick  once  more,  but  with  fuch  Ufeful  Remarks,  as 
were  judged  fufficient  to  Convince  the  Unbyafs’d  Reader,  both  of  the 
Weaknefs  of  their  Defign  and  Arguments  :  Had  their  Dijfenting  Po- 
Jlerity  taken  no  better  and  more  Effectual  Methods  than  thefe,  to 
maintain  their  Caufe,  they  would  farce  have  leen  themlelves  in  lb 
Flourilhing  a  State  as  they  do  at  this  time. 

And  upon  this  Occafion,  I  can’t  but  obferve  that  our  Occafonal 
Qonformifs  are  fo  far  from  being  beholden  to  the  Compilers  of  thefe 
Relations ,  that  on  the  Contrary,  they  are  put  in  the  fame  Rank  with 
many  others,  who  have  defervedly  (  as  they  will  have  it )  incurr’d 
God  Almighty’s  Indignation  and  immediate  Punifliment  ;  as  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  feveralof  their  Accounts,  related  under  the  Plead  of  Judg¬ 
ments  ;  fo  that  if  fome  of  them  are  alive  now,  they  muft  either  defert 
their  Brethren,  or  elfe  knock  under  the  Table,  or  at  leaft  confefs  that 
fome  of  the  Modern  Non-Conformifls  have  out-done  them  in.  their  Poli¬ 
ticks,  and  that  now  they  have  a  Difpenfation  for  fo  doing,  which 
they  had  not  40  or  $0  Years  ago.  ' 

As  this  Treatife  was  thought  fit  to  be  confin’d  to  a  lew  Sheets  on¬ 
ly,  fo  it  was  judged  Expedient  to  choofe  the  Beft  and  moft  Authen- 
tick  of  their  Relations,  to  leave  room  for  the  following  Remarks,  with- 
out  which  the  Whole  would  have  appear’d  to  many  as  nothing  but 
Rude  and  Indigefted  Piece.  In  thefe  Remarks ,  as  I  have  taken,  all 
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imaginable  Care  to  treat  of  the  Matter  in  Hand,  without  the  leaft 
Partiality,  fo  I  have  endeavour’d  to  Convince  the  World,  either  of 
the  Nullity  and  Weaknefs  of  their  Relations ,  and  the  Inferences  and 
Confequences,  drawn  by  them  from  thence,  rather  by  Strength  of  Ar¬ 
gument,  and  Undeniable  Matter  of  - Fad,  than  by  Specious  Infinuat- 
ing,  or  Reviling  Expreffions,  whereof  the  Compilers  have  been  fo  fre¬ 
quently  guilty,  both  in  their  Relations  and  their  Prefaces.  In  the  firft, 
Fis  true,  they  contain  themfelves  within  fome  Bounds  of  Moderation , 
when  they  fay,  and  call  God  to  witnefs,  that  their  Scope  is  to  alarm 
both  the  Saints  and  Sinners  to  a  Seafonable  Repentance ,  to  awaken  both  the 
wife  and  the  foolifi  Virgins ,  that  none  may  be  Jur priz’d^  8cc.  But  they 
feem  to  have  left  that  Scope  in  the  fecond  Preface ,  where  they  not  on¬ 
ly  afFume  to  themfelves  alone  the  Name  and  Prerogatives  of  God°s 
Chofen  People,  by  applying  to  their  Caitje  the  old  Bohemian  Proverb  $  If 
a  man  be  weary  of  his  Life ,  let  him  but  attempt  fomething  againf  the  Pic- 
car  dines  (  or  Hujfites)  and  he  fall  not  outlive  the  Years ,  See-  with  feveral 
PafTages  out  of  the  holy  Scripture  apply ’d  to  the  fame  Purpofe  *,  but3 . 
alfo  frequently  break  out  in  too  Bitter  Invedives  and  Reviling  Ex? 
preffions  againft  the  Church  of  England  and  its  Minijlers . 

What  can  be  made  elfe  of  thefe  Words,  when  fpeaking  of  thofe 
Minijlers  (and  that  without  the  leaft  Referve  or  Diftindion)  who  after 
the  Reftauration  of  K .Charles  If.  had  Conform’d  to  the  laid  Church 
they  fay  :  But  among ft  all  the  DefeRions  and  Prevarications  of  this  Day , 
none  lake  thofe ,  who  are  found  among  the  Rnmegadoes^  who  in  the  face  of 
the  Sun ,  againf  all  Principles  of  Light ,  Confcience ,  and  Ingenuity ,  have 
receiv'd  the  Mark  of  the  Beajl ,  at  leaf  in  their  right  Hand ,  if  not  in  their 
Foreheads  alfo ^  They  have  mof  faviefully  defer  ted  their  Colours.  Others  for 
the  Love  of  this  prefent  World,  have  relinquified  the  Spiritual  Mini fersr  ^ 
and  are  turn'd  to  be  little  lefs  than  Idolatrous  Priefls.  Soon  after  they  file 
the  Ceremonies  of  the  Church  of  England,  no  lefs  than  mofl  Ridiculous , 
Exploded ,  and  Obfolete  Superfluous  Fopperies  •,  call  the  Conforming  M  i- 
nifters  to  the  Church  of  England ,  Drunken  Deers ,  and  a  Generation  pafi 
all  Shame  \  and  tell  us  in  Exprefs  Terms  :  That  the  Lord  hath  made  up¬ 
on  that  Jccount^  feveral  of  them  Publick  and  Eminent  Examples  of  his 
fore  Difpleafure ,  and  fet  them  up  as  fo  many  Sea-Marks^  that  the  ref  of 
their  Brethren  $  with  all  others ,  might  fee  and  fear ,  and  avoid  the  Rock 
upon  which  tbefe  Men  were  fplit ,  and  have  made  Shipwrack  of  Faith  and 
of  good  Confcience.  Thefe  words  are  fo  plain  ,  that  they  need  not 
any  great  Explanations,  viz.  That  their  true  Aim  was  no  other  than 
to  Expofe  the  New-Conforming  Minifters,  fit  Objeds  of  God  s  Judg¬ 
ments  *,  and  the  Ceremonies  of  the  Church  of  England ,  as  Ridiculous 
apd  JSuperftitioxis,-  under  The  Relations,  of  thefe  Prodigies ,  Judgments^ 
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See.  How  far  they  have  over-fbot  the  Mark,  will  appear  from  the 
Remarks  made  upon  them,  which  fufficiently  difeover  the  Weakneft 
of  the  Arguments,  which  they  have  made  the  Foundation-Pillars  of 
their  whole  Defign  tho’  we  fhould  take  the  Matter  of  Faff,  as  re¬ 
lated,  for  undoubted  Truths,  unlefs  made  evident  by  Witneftes  of 
unqueftionable  Judgment  and  Integrity,  and  who  have  been  either 
Eye  or  Ear-witnefles  of  the  Matter  ^  This  having  been  neglefted  in 
moft  of  their  Relations ,  How  can  they  blame  the  Readers,  if  they  will 
not  give  an  Implicite  Credit  to  the  Relations  of  Perlbns,  who  did 
not  think  fit  to  prefix  their  Names  before  their  Treatifes  ?  For  fup- 
pofing  fome  may  be  charitable  enough  not  to  fiifpeft  their  Sincerity 
in  theie  Accounts-,  yet  fince  they  were  Compiled  by  feveral  Hands, 
How  can  one  vouch  for  the  other  in  fo  nice  a  Point  >  And  fince  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  own  Confeffion  (  in  the  firffc  Preface)  there  wrere  no 
lefs  than  feven  Falfhoods  either  in  moil:  Material  Circumftances,  or 
in  the  Matter  of  Fad  it  felf,  difeover’d  in  fit  eh  another  Treat  if e  of 
Prodigies  and  Judgments  as  this,  publiih’d  in  1 66 1  *,  All  thefe  having 
been  found  out  in  lefs  than  a  years  time.  Who  knows  how  many  may 
have  been  difeover’d  fince  ?  And  fince  the  Compilers  thereof  were  not 
exempted  from  this  Frailty  or  Negled  (to  make  the  beft  of  it)  I  fee 
no  reafon,  why  ours  fhould  challenge  any  Prerogative  before  the  reft 
of  their  Brethren  in  the  faille  Caufe  and  in  the  fame  Defign. 

It  was  partly  upon  this  Score,  that  we  thought  fit  to  ufher  it  into 
the  World  under  the  Title  of  the  Oracles  of  the  Dijfenters.  3Tis  well 
known  the  antient  Oracles  deliver’d  their  Sentences  in  ambiguous  Ex- 
preffions,  the  Crafty  Priefts  having  pitch’d  upon  this  as  the  Beft,  if 
not  the  only  Expedient  to  maintain  their  Credit  (after  a  contrary  £- 
vent)  by  putting  a  double  Interpretation  upon  the  Words  of  the  Ora¬ 
cle^  as  is  apparent  from  that  deliver’d  to  Crafus  :  [Crafts  Halyn  pe¬ 
netrans  Magyiam  pervsrtit  Qpum  vhnf)  which  fignify’s  as  much,  That  if 
Cr&fns  pajj'es  the  Halys ,  he  fall  make  Great  Havock  and  Dejiru&ion  i 
which  Crajus  interpreting  of  his  Enemies,  the  Misfortune  fell  upon 
his  own  Head :  But  the  Priefts  knew  how  to  fave  their  Bacon,  by  the 
Application  of  the  Ambiguous  Words  of  their  own  making  to  the  E- 
vent.  The  Oracles:  of  the  Pagans  alfb  challeng’d  an  unqueftionable  In¬ 
fallibility,  and  fb  entire  a  Submiflion  from  its  Profelytes,  that  no 
lefs  than  prefent  Death,  or  fome  Signal  Misfortune  ^  or,  (as  they 
ftil’d  it)  Judgments  of  the  Irritated  God ,  could  attend  thofe  who  durft 
either  to  Oppofe  or  Defpife  its  Dictates !  I  will  not  much  enlarge  my 
felf  upon  this  Head,  by  entring  into  an  Odious  Comparifon  $  but 
thus  much,  I  judge  I  may  fay,  without  tranlgreffing  the  Rules  of 
Modefty  or  Truth  :  That  fince  our  Compilers  have  not  only  made  fo 
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bold  with  God's  Judgments  in  their  own  Behalf,  and  challenge  an 
Entire  and  Implicit  Credit  of  their  Relations,  tho5  reprefented  under 
very  Ambiguous  ExprefEons  and  Circumftances,  they  will  have  no 
reafon  to  be  angry  with  us,  for  having  given  the  Title  of  The  Oracles 
of  the  Diffenters  to  the  Treatife. 

Baker  in  his  Chronicles ,  among  many  other  moft  Excellent  Obferva- 
tions,  concerning  the  different  Inclinations  of  various  Nations,  gives 
the  Englifh  the  Character  of  being  foon  furpriz’d  and  led  away  by  Pro - 
d,  gies^  Apparitions,  and  fuch  like  Strange  Accidents .  I  know  not  whe¬ 
ther  the  Compilers  of  this  Treatife,  had  fo  much  Veneration  for  this 
Great  Man,  as  to  rely  abfolutely  upon  his  Authority  and  Judgment, 
Or,  whether,  being  convinced  by  their  own  Experience  (efpecially  a- 
mong  their  Ignorant  Brethren)  of  the  Truth  ot  this  Aflertion,  they 
thought  fit  to  improve  their  Weaknefs  to  their  Advantage,  at  a  Jun¬ 
cture,  when  they  flood  in  need  of  all  their  Policy  and’ Strength,  to 
keep  them  fteady  and  Refolute  in  the  Defence  of  The  Good  Old  Caufi. 
They  had  muftred  up  whole  Troops  of  pretended  Judgments,  fain,  (as 
they  would  have  it)  upon  thofe  who  durft  fo  much  as  attempt  to  a£t 
contrary  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Non-Conformifts,  in  general,  or  any  of 
their  Noted  Men  or  Teachers  in  particular  $  nay,  they  had  ffrain’d  the 
Points  of  Judgments  to  fuch  a  pitch,  as  to  bring  thofe  who  had  either 
Conform’d  to  the  Church,  or  taken  the  Oath  to  the  Government  Efta- 
bliihed  by  Parliament,  after  the  Refiaiiration,  under  the  fame  Clafs  with 
the  reft}  tho5  it  be  Notorious,  that  foine  of  thofe  who  about  that  time 
embrac’d  the  Ceremonies  of,  and  were  entirely  Reconcil'd  to  the  Church 
of  England,  have  prov’d  in  their  Time,  the  main  Champions  of  that 
Church,  againft  the  Diffenters ,  and  continued  fo  for  many  Years,  even 
to  their  Lives  End  *,  as  the  Example  of  fuch  Eminent  Men,  could  not 
fail  to  have  a  great  Influence,  not  only  upon  the  Clergy,  but  alfo  up^ 
on  the  moft  fenfible  Part  of  their  Laity,  who  follow’d  their  footfteps 
apace}  fo  to  flop  this  Current,  which  muft  end  in  the  Total  Ruine  of 
Non-Conformity  in  thefe  Kingdoms,  they  were  forced  to  mufter  up  all 
their  Forces  in  order  to  terrify  the  more  W eak  and  Ignorant  into  anOpi- 
nion  of  God's  Judgment  againft  thofe  who  fhould  either  Annoy  or  Defert 
their  Party,  They  had,  as  I  told  yon,  as  is  apparent  from  the  enfit- 
,  log  Treatife,  dwelt  fo  long  upon  thofe  pretended  Judgments,  that  be¬ 
lieving  they  had  either  quite  tir’d  out  the  Reader,  or  at  leaft  not  given 
Sufficient  Satisfa&ion  in  moft  of  them,  to  the  Main  Point  in  queftion, 
they  faw  themfelves  oblig’d,  to  have  redourfe  to  New  Inventions ,  to 
Serve  as  an  Additional  Strength  to  the  reft.  Thus  they  judged  they 
might  moft  conveniently  encompafs,  by  the  Relations  of  their  Pretend¬ 
ed  Prodigies ,  Su  r  prizing  Apparitions,  and  Strange  Accidents  }  which,. if 
,  J  ,  '  *  -  yon  ; 
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you  will  take  the  Pains  to  Confider  duly  in  all  their  Circumftances, 
you  will  find  them  adapted  (  juft  as  the  Judgments  were)  to  the  fame 
Defign  of  Deterring  People  from  Conforming  both  to  the  Church  and 
State.  A  certain  Noted  and  Learned  Author  of  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford ,  who  had  been  formerly  of  their  Perfwafion,  makes  this  Ob~ 
fervation  concerning  their  Averfion  (  after  the  Reflates ation )  to  the 
Church  of  England  that  to  diftinguifh,  and  as  it  were,  fet  a  Peculiar 
Mark  upon  themfelves,  quite  different  from  the  Churchy  they  Intro* 
duc’d  the  Word  of  Holding  forth ,  inftead  of  Preaching .  If  their  Ab¬ 
horrence  was  fuch  in  thofe  Days  to  the  Churchy  as  not  to  concur  with 
them,  even  in  a  Word  fo  generally  receiv’d  in  the  Chrifiian  Worlds 
tho’  of  different  Perfwafions,  ,  and  which  in  our  times  is  frequently 
made  ufe  of  by  moft  of  the  ition-Conformifts,  in  the  fame  Senfe  with  the 
Church  of  England  *  What  wonder  is  it,  if  they  fet  all  their  Engines 
at  work  for  its  Deftru&ion  ?  And  knowing  there  was  fuch  a  Strict 
Tye  betwixt  that  Church  and  State ,  that  the  Ruine  of  one  (  efpecial- 
ly  at  that  Conjuncture  )  could  not  be  as  much  as  attempted  without 
iminent  Danger  to  the  other  ,  they  thought  fit  to  level  their  Prodigies 
and  Strange  Apparitions  againft  the  Government ,  as  they  had  their 
Judgments  againft  the  Church.  Among  a  great  Number  of  that  kind, 
I  thought  fit  to  pick  out  only  a  few  ( the  reft  being  frivolous  and 
fcarce  worth  taking  Notice  of)  to  Convince  the  World  of  the  Nulli¬ 
ty  of  thefe  Inferences  they  pretend  to  draw  from  thence.  The  Ac¬ 
count  of  that  Storm  which  happen’d  in  i56i-,  as  I  believe  it  to  be 
true  in  moft  of  its  Circumftances,  fo  the  Compilers  of  this  Treatife,  did 
not  fail  to  apply  it  to  their  own  Advantage,  and  to  fix  it  as  a  pecu¬ 
liar  Mark  of  God's  Dilpleafure  againft  thofe  who  had  been  Inftrumen- 
tal  in  bringing  about  and  Maintaining  the  Reflaur  ation.  He  that  que- 
ftions  the  Truth  of  it,  let  him  but  compare  the  feveral  Applications 
made  by  them  in  divers  Relations ,  with  what  has  been  alledg’d  out  of 
their  Prefaces.  To  obviate  this,  I  judg’d  I  could  do  no  better,  than 
by  inferring  fom  Stupendous  Events  in  our  lat eTempeft,  which,  as 
they  by  far  over-ballance  all  what  could  be  alledg’d  by  them  upon 
that  Head  *,  fo  the  latter  having  been  attended  with  fuch  Extraordi¬ 
nary  Succeftes  of  Her  Majeftfs  Arms,  as  can  fcarce  be  ParalelPd  in 
any  Age,  I  hope  it  may  ferve  as  a  Convincing  Inftance  to  the  un- 
byafs’d  Reader ,  that  the  Judgments  of  God  are  paft  our  Scrutiny  • 
and  that  fuch  as  are  too  forward  in  Intermedling  into  thofe  Abftmfe 
Reeeffes  of  Providence,  v/ill  meet  with  no  better  Succefs  than  thefe 
Compilers  have  done  in  their-  Undertaking. 
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DISSENTERS,  See. 


I. 

A  R  tiling  Prelate,  Smitten  by  the  Lord  with  a  fad  Tormenting 

Difeajc* 

A  Bout  the  Month  of  January  t  1661,  a  reverend  gaudy  Prelate,  did 
put  forth  a  Book  in  Print,  Intituled,  A  Pillar  of  Gratitude ,  humbly 
dedicated  to  the  Glory  of  God,  the  Honour  of  his  Majefty,  &c.  in 
which  Book,  pag.  62.  (having  before  in  many  Rhetorical  {trains, 
bitterly  Scolded  again!!  his  Quondam  fellow  Covenanteers  )  he  hath  this  an¬ 
gry  and  uncharitable  P adage  ;  That  the  Projects  of  the  Presbyterians  have  Froth 
in  their  Head ,  and  Blood  in  their  Bottom  5  as  the  Water  of  ihofe  Men  who  labour 
with  the  Stone  and  Stranguery ,  and  have  their  Wounds  from  within .  It  pleafed 
God  within  a  few  days  after  the  publiflring  of  this  Book,  to  fmite  the  Bi- 
fhop  with  that  tormenting  Diftemper,  which  he  there  makes  ufe  of,  to  fet 
off  his  falfe  and  fcandalous  Impeachment  of  fo  condderable  a  part  of  the 
moft  confciencious  and  peaceable  People  in  the  Land.  He  lay  in  very  great 
extremity  of  Torture,  and  by  reafon  of  the  Stopping  of  his  Water,  his  Life 
was  in  great  Hazard,  and  fo  was  forc'd  to  fend  for  a  Chirurgion,  who  by  mak¬ 
ing  ufe  of  his  Probe,  did  help  him  to  make  Water,  which  was  Froth  at  the 
tip,  and  Blood  at  bottom  :  And  that  the  Lord  might  make  him  yet  more 
fendbieof  it,  he  repeated  theftroafc  a  fecond  time  after  the  lame  manner,  as  we 
have  been  credibly  inform'd  from  very  eminent  and  condderable  Pet  Tons* 
We  could  heartily  wifli  that  there  was  now  alive  another  Mr.  Rogers  of  We¬ 
thersfield  t  who  would  deal  effeftually  with  the  Confcience  of  this  proud 
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frothv  Prelate,  that  he  might  be  blefs’d  with  a  more  falsified 1  ufe  of  the 
hand  of  the  Lord,  in  his  Vifitation  of  the  Stranguery,  than  of  his  broken 

US,  in  .he  forme.  — ■  remjRRS. 


The  Circumftances  of  the  Matter  of  Faft  in  this  Relation,  tho  lepiefent" 
ed  under  the  worft  Colours,  yet  don’t  come  up  in  the  ieait,  to  what  feems 
to  be  intimated  in  the  Title  of  it.  Here  a  certain  Biffiop  is  charged  with 
tiling  bitter  Expreffions,  and  Inveighing  againft  the  Non- conform, [Is  and  a 
paiTage  is  cited  for  that  purpofe  ;  I  muft  confefs,  I  can  t  hnd  any  thing  m 
thole  words,  which  can  induce  me  to  believe,  that  the  immediate  hand  of  God 
jihou’d  be  lifted  up  againft  this  Prelate  in  favour  of  his  Adverfaries.  Tis 
true,  the  Expreffion  is  fmart,  and  the  Comparifon  fufficientiy  biting  \  but  as 
he  fpeaks  in  this  place  not  fo  much  in  relation  to  the  Doftrine  or  Perfons  of 
the  Presbyterians,  but  of  their  Projects;  and  that  the  Epifcopal  Clergy  had 
felt  the  bitter  Lalh  of  the  Non- confer  miffs,  for  feverai  Years  pa  ft,  to  their 
coll,  and  that  even  the  Smart  remain’d,  and  the  Stripes  were  not  worn  out 
in  166 1  (when  this  happen’d)  fo  it  is  no  great  Wonder,  if  a  Perfon  io 
nearly  Concern'd  in  the  Matter,  .did  Exclaim  againft  certain  Projeds  of  his 
Adverfaries,  ie veil’d  perhaps  againft  his  own  Perfon,  or  the  Church,  or  per¬ 
haps  againft  Both,  whereof  many  Instances  might  he  given  m  thole  times ; 
it  being  almoft  Natural  for  People  to  fpeak  with  too  much  Zeal  or  Heat  in 
Cafes  relating  to  themfelves  ;  and  the  Expreffions  of  Railing  Prelate,  of 
Gaudy  Prelate  with  feverai  others  mentioned  in  this  Relation,  fufficffi 
ently  Ihew  that  the  Compilers  thereof  were  not  free  from  Paffion  and  Heat* 
But  let  us  fee  bow  he  was  [mitten  by  the  Lord ,  as  the  Title  intimates.  ^  Becaule 
the  Bi/hop  had  laid.  That  the  Projetts  of  the  Presbyterians  had  Blood  in  the  Bot¬ 
tom,  as  the  Water  of  thofe  Men  who  labour  with  the  Stone  ;  therefore  fays  they, 
God  was  pleafed  to  fmite  the  Bijhop  with  the  fame  Diftemper  \  and  this  they  Al¬ 
ien  with  as  much  AlTurance  as  if  they  had  been  of  God  Almighty’s  Cabinet 
Council,  and  as  if  the  Great  and  Merciful  Creator  and  Prefervator  of  the 
Univevfe,  had  left  the  Management  of  his  Impenetrable  Judgments  to  their 
Difpofal.  If  we  duly  weigh  the  Matter,  it  will  be  no  difficult  Task  to  dif- 
cover,  that  there  is  not  the  leaft  Appearance  of  God’s  hand,  or  Judgment 
in  this  Cafe  ( in  that  Senfe  as  they  would  have  it)  the  Diftemper  under 
which  the  Bijhop  labour’d  at  that  time,  was  in  ail  Human  Probability  the 
Stone  in  the  Bladder,  which  being  fix’d  in  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder,  ftopt 
the  Paftage  of  the  Water.  Had  thefe  Men  had  any  Infight  in  Phyfick,  they 
would  not  have  ventur’d  upon  fo  Raih  and  unaccountable  an  Application  as 
this ;  fince  the  Torturing  Pain  and  Stoppage  of  the  Urine,  being  infallible 
Signs  that  the  Stone  fixt  in  the  Neck  of  the  bladder,  was  of  a  confiderable 
Bulk,  and  it  being  fufficiently  known  that  fuch  a  Stone  is  progenerated,  and 
encreafes  gradually  ;  it  is  fo  far  from  what  thefe  Men  would  infer,  that  this 
Tormenting  Diftemper  in  the  Bijhop  ow’d  its  fecret  Caufe  to  his  having  cx- 
prefs’d  hitnfelf  in  the  beforementioned  Words,  that  it  is  more  than  probable, 
that  this  Prelate  having  felt  the  difmal  Effects  of  this  Diftemper  at  feverai 
times  before,  could  and  did  confequently  make  the  beforefaid  Comparifon 
betwixt  the  Projects  of  the  Presbyterians ,  and  the  Water  of  thofe  afflicted  with 
the  Ston(e,  in  thofe  lively  terms  exprefs’d  in  the  Relation  ;  The  Froth  at  the 
top  of  the  Water  (after  the  Surgeon  had  remov’d  the  Stone  by  his  Probe) 

as 


as  It  was  no  more  than  the  Natural  Etfeft  of  the  Stoppage  and  long  contimj- 
ance  of  the  Urine  in  the  bladder,  fo  the  blood  at  the  bottom  proceeded 
from  the  Veins,  being  wounded  by  the  pointed  Protuberancies  frequently 
obfei  v’d  in  the  Stone,  and  confequently  imply  nothing  of  any  Supernatural 
Caufe. 

n. 

An  Apofiate  Minifter ,  fxruc\  with  fudden  Death ,  by  the  immediate  hand  cf  the 

Lord . 

About  the  end  of  December ,  or  beginning  of  January,  1661 .  one  Mr.  Ed¬ 
wards,  Minifter  of  Bcttus  in  the  County  of  Salop ,  who  formerly  was  very 
zealous  for  Reformation  in  the  Presbyterian  way,  and  of  late  became  a  great 
Conformift;  upon  a  Monday  Morning  (after  he  had  Preached  and  Conform¬ 
ed  the  day  before  )  going  very  well  out  of  his  Houfe  to  lead  a  Colt  to  the 
Water  (  his  Servant  at  that  time  being  otherwife  imployed  )  was  fudderiy 
(mitten  by  an  Hand  from  Heaven,  and  returning  presently  into  his  Houfe, 
and  looking  with  a  very  pale  and  deje&ed  Countenance,  his  Wife  asked  him 
how  it  was  with  him?  To  whom  he  replyed.  Oh  !  the  hand  of  the  Lord  is 
upon  me,  or  Words  to  that  effect  y  he  immediately  took  his  Bed  ,  and 
within  a  very  fhort  time  died.  The  Jury  that  fate  upon  him,  could  find 
nothing  about  his  Body  that  might  occafion  his  fo  fudden  Death  ;  only 
there  appeared  a  fmali  print  of  a  Blow  or  Wound  between  his  two  Shoulders 
But  that  which  is  further  obfervabie  in  this  Story,  is.  That  every  night  in 
the  wreak  before  the  Death  of  this  Minifter,  the  Parifh- Church  Door  was 
flung  open,  though  Iockt  very  faff  all  the  day  before.  One  evening  especi¬ 
ally,  two  very  fufficient  Men  of  the  Town,  finding  the  Door  open,  Iockt  it 
very  faff,  and  tryed  with  all  their  fir  eng  rh  to  break  it  open,  but  could  not ; 
then  they  departed,  and  within  an  hour  after  returned  and  found  the  Door 
wide  open.  Alfo  three  Nights  in  the  lame  week,  viz.  Monday,  We dnef day, 
and  Saturday ,  the  Bell  of  the  fame  Church  ( there  being  but  one)  was  heard 
to  Ring  feveral  times,  of  its  own  accord.  The  truth  of  this  whole  Relation 
is  attefted  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  beforementioned. 

R  E  M  A  R  K  S. 


This  Relation  tells  us  a  Story  of  an  Apoffate  Minifter,  as  they  (tile 
him.  I  am  lorry  I  can’t  forego  to  charge  the  Compilers  thereof  with  Pre- 
futnption  and  Un'charitablenefs  ;  with  the  fir  ft,  becaufe  they  intrude  thern- 
felves  with  fo  much  Boldnefs  into  the  hidden  and  impenetrable  Secrets  of 
Providence p  with  the  laft,  becaufe  they  make  a  Mm  fail  by  the  immediate 
hand  of  God ,  for  no  other  Reafon  but  his  Conforming  to  the  Church  of  En¬ 
gland,  after  having  been  a  great  Zealot  for  the  Presbyterian  Perfwafion  pit 
Ts  beyond  our  preterit  purpofe  to  enter  upon  the  Merit  of  the  Caufe  betwixt 
the  Church  of  England  and  the  Difjenters ,  and  the  Reafons  aliedg’d  for  their 
Sepa radon  from  the  EiTahli (Vd  Church  ;  bur  face  it  is  confefs'd  cm  all  Tides, 
That  the  main  Reafon  of  the  Diffenting  Presbyterians  is  founded  only  upon 
External  and  Ceremonial  Matters,  I  appeal  to  thofe  Gentlemen,  whether  in 
Point  of  Charity,  they  can  condemn  a  Man  to  the  peculiar  judgment  of 
God  upon  that  Sc.-:e?  And  with  what  Face  they  can  Inveigh  with  fo  much 
Bitternefs  againft  the  Church  of  Rome ,  for  making  it  one  of  the  Fundamen¬ 
tal  Tenets  of  their  Do&rine,  Tha  I  there  is  no  Salvation  but  in  their  Church 
For  cohfidering,  that  they  differ  from  the  Prct  eft  ants  in  Matterial  Points  of 
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Do&rine,  they  feetn  to  have  more  Appearance  of  Truth  on  their  fide,  than 
thofe  Compilers  can  challenge  on  this  Head  ;  when  they  make  a  Man  feiz’ci 
wi  h  an  Apoplexy,  and  dying  food  after  (  as  it  frequently  happens  in  this 
Diftemper  )  the  Object  of  God's  immediate  Vengeance,  for  returning  to  c 
the  fame  Church,  in  which  ( in  all  probability )  he  had  been  Educated  be¬ 
fore,  and  which  differed  not  in  any  Eflential  Point,  with  that  he  had  pro- 
fefsci  of  late-  To  add  the  greater  Weight  and  Luftre  to  this  Relation,  they 
tell  us  of  the  Church-doors  being  dung  open,  tho’  lock’d  very  fait,  and  of 
the  Ringing  of  the  Church- Bell  of  its  own  accord  ;  but  fince  they  have  not 
thought  fit  to  infert  the  Names  of  thefe  fufficient  Men  of  the  Town,  who 
were  Witneftesof  the  Matter  of  Facf,  they  will,  I  hope,  eafily  excufe  us, 
if  we  fufpend  our  Belief  it  being  not  improbable  that  (bme  inch  like  thing 
-might  be  impofed  upon  them  at  a  diftance.  f 

III. 

A  New  Conformifl  killed,  by  a  Fall  from  his  Horfe . 

Alio  one  Mr.  Thomas,  a  Mini  tier  that  lived  near  Bridgewortk  in  Shropfhire, 
(a  pevfon  of  the  fame  Character  with  Mr.  Edwards,  Miniiler  o ZBettus,  before 
mentioned  (  only  for  his  endowments  and  abilities  far  more  eminent  and  fa¬ 
mous  in  the  Country)having  been  at  a  great  Feaft,  making  merry  with  divers 
Gentlemen,  his  Neighbours,  as  he  was  riding,  towards  his  home  in  rhe  Even¬ 
ing,  fell  from  his  Horfe,  and  the  next  Morning  was  found  dead  in  the  High¬ 
way.  This  is  a  thing  publickly  known,  and  great  obfervation  made  of  it  in 
all  thofe  parts  of  the  Country. 

REMARKS. 

The  preceding  Relation  of  another  Conforming  Minifter  is  much  of 
the  fame  Stamp  with  the  former,  fince  they  attribute  his  fudden  Death  to 
his  having  relinquifh’d  their  Perfwalion,  whereas  if  we  look  narrowly  into 
the  Matter,  the  whole  feems  to  be  rather  an  Effe6l  of  his  hard  Drinking : 
There  are  too  many  Inftancesof  this  Nature,  to  admit  of  a  Contradi&ion, 
and  what  they  fay  of  his  having  been  making  Merry  af  a  Great  Feaft,  is  a 
itrong  Argument  for  our  Opinion;  Had  thefe  Gentlemen  been  pleas’d  to 
give  us  a  more  Circumftantial  Account  of  the  Manner  of  his  Death,  whe- 
dier  he  was  found  much  bruifed,  or  wounded  either  by  the  Horfe  of  Fall,  a 
more  exact  Judgment  might  have  been  given  in  this  Point.  If  they  reply 
that  God  Almighty  often  exercifes  his  Judgments  upon  Sinners  by  Natural 
ways  and  Caules  ;  I  anfweiy  that  this  being  an  undoubted  Truth,  we  ought 
not  to  frame  Miracles,  to  ferve  our  Turn,  nor  to  be  too  bufy  in  diving  into 
the  hidden  Judgments  of  God, 


IV. 

A  violent  Perfecutor  of  good  Men,  his  Horfe  funk  under  him  in  a  Pond  of  Wa¬ 
ter  {according  to  an  Imprecation  he  had  ufed  a  little  before)  he  narrowly  es¬ 
caped  Drowning,  but  presently  fell  Jiciof  a  Feaver ,  and  died. 

One  William  Covel  of  Horniger ,  Horning (heath,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk 
two  miles  from  Bury,  a  violent  Ad  yerfary  to  the  Gofpel,  and  the  Faithful 
Ireachets  and  I  rofeflors  thereof,  did  feveral  times  inftigate  the  Conftable  of 
che  laid  1  own,  to  prefent  certain  Confcientious  and  Peaceable  men  for  not 
coming  to  the  Panfli- Church  to  hear  Service  ;  but  the  Conftable  did  not  at 
***  near^en  to  him  therein,  being  unwilling  to  have  his  hand  in  Perfecting 
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and  Molefling  any  of  his  Godly  Neighbours :  Upon  which  the  laid  Covel'wzg' 
io  enraged,  that  he  wifh’d  his  Forfe  might  (ink  under  him,  if  he  did  not  in- 
di£l  the  Conflableat  the  next  Sedions,  becaufe  he  neglebled  (  as  he  affirmed  } 
his  Duty,  in  not  Prefen  ting  thole  honed  Men,  who  retufed  to  hear  the  Com¬ 
mon-Prayer  :  But  it  pieafed  the  Lord  to  Rebuke  the  rage  and  raadnefs  of  this 
Man;  for  about  the  latter  end  of  the  Month  of  November ,  1661*  before  the 
time  of  the  Sdfbns,  upon  a  Market  day,  coming  from  Bury,  and  riding  into  a 
Pond ,  not  far  from  his  own  Houle, to  wafa  his  Hode,as  hew  as  wont  to  do,  his 
Horfe  (  which  never  ufed  to  dofo  before  )  did  link  under  him  into  the  Water, 
where  he  was  in  danger  of  being  immediatelyDrowned,  being  fornetimes  un¬ 
der  the  Water,  and  fornetimes  above  Water,  as  himfelf  confeiled  after wards ; 
but  it  pieafed  the  Lord, that  one  coming  by  and  feeing  him  in  this  Condition, 
did  presently  call  forth  fome  of  his  own  Family,  who  came  feafonably  to  his 
help,  and  get  him  out  of  the  Pond  before  he  was  Drowned.  But  though  he  el- 
cape  d  then,  yet  the  hand  of  the  Lord  did  f  till  follow  hum,  for  he  foon  after 
fell  into  a  violent  Feaver,  whereof  in  a  fhorc  time  he  died*  And  this  is  yet 
further  to  be  noted,  that  he  was  the  man,  who  a  little  before  his  Death  did 
put  the  Parifh  to  about  So  1.  Charge,  by  reafon  of  his  extraordinary  bulling, 
to  get  t\\f Bells  new  Rung,  and  new  Hanged: And  it  pleas’dGod  that  he  was  die 
firit  in  the  Parifh  for  whom  the  Death-  Bell  did  Ring,  after  the  new  hanging 
of  the  Bells.  The  certain  truth  of  this  whole  Relation  is  attested  by  very 
many  honed  Perfons,  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  Town. 

REMARKS. 

Here  is  a  long  Story  of  a  certain  Perfecutor  and  Enemy  of  the  Non- confor¬ 
ms  ft  s  ;  As  I  was  always  of  opinion  that  no  man  ought  to  be  persecuted  bare¬ 
ly  for  Confcience  fake,  io  I  can’t  look  with  a  good  Eye  upon  thofe  who 
prablifa  it;  being  without  doubt  perfons  void  of  that  moil  Eminent  Vertue, 
which  makes  up  a  great  Part  of  a  Chriitian  ;  I  mean  Charity.  However,  to 
come  to  the  prelent  State  of  the  Cafe  ;  it  remains  doubtful  according  to  the 
Account  given  here,  whether  Self- Interest,  or  perhaps  Retaliation  of  In¬ 
juries  receiv’d  from  the  Difenting  Party  (  whilft  in  Power  )  might  not  have 
lome  fhare  in  the  Matter  j  But  be  it  as  ’twill,  whether  by  a  midaken  Zeal, 
or  other  wife,  the  Application,  as  nude  in  the  Relation,  feems  to  be  very 
hard,  and  without  any  Coherency.  A  man  who  has  been  violent  againll  the 
Dijfenters ,  rides  with  his  Horfe  into  a  deep  Pond,  the  Jade  takes  a  Freak 
and  lies  down  in  the  Water,  the  Man  is  in  imirrent  Danger  of  being  drown  df 
but  is  preferv’d  by  the  Allidance  of  his  Friends  !  Where  is  the  Immediate 
hand  of  God  in  this,  unlefs  in  faving  the  Per  {bn,  Rom  being  Drowned, 
which  is  directly  contrary  from  what  they  would  Infer !  But  fays  they,  lie 
died  foon  after  of  a  Violent  Feaver ;  and  fo  do  fome  Thoufands  in  a  \  ear, 
this  being  the  mod:  General  Didemper  that  puts  a  Period  to  our  Lives. 
To  {Lengthen  their  Affertion,  they  give  us  a  Corroborating  Argument, 
viz,.  That  not  long  before  his  Death,  he  made  the  Parifh  bellow  80  pounds 
upon  the  Church- Bells  i  and  alledge,  as  a  deferved  Punilhment,  that  he 
was  the  firft  for  whom  the  Death-Bell  of  that  Parifh  did  ring,  after  the  new 
Hanging  of  the  Bells .  Strange  Prodigies  !  If  this  is  not  Trifling  with  the 
mofi  Sacred  and  Abftrufe  Receffes  of  Providence,  I  know  not  what  is  5 
and  it  is  a  very  bold  Attempt  for  any  man,  that  has  taken  an  Aveihen  a- 
gainft  Bells,  to  expofe  his  Fellow  Chadian,  after  JWs.  Death,  as  an  Ubjeiv 


of  God’s  Vengeance,  for  being  Zealous  in  the  Ceremonial  part  of  that  Reli¬ 
gion,  in  which  he  has  been  Educated,  and  which  is  Eftablifhed  in  the 
Land  / 

v. 

A  great  Per  [editor  of  fame  godly  Mmfters>  hilled  by  the  Fall  of  a  Riding*houfe% 

which  was  blown  down  by  the  Wind, 

Unto  thefetwo  lad  mentioned  particulars,  we  fhali  add  one  more,  becaufe 
it  concerns  the  fame  honed  Minifter,  Mr.  Field ,  though  otherwifeit  comes 
in  out  of  order,  in  refped  it  bears  date  after  many  particulars,  w  hich  ought 
according  to  our  method,  to  have  been  inferted  before  it. 

One  Mr.  Luke  Bhth,  an  Attorney,  living  at  Stamford  in  the  County  of 
Lincoln ,  an  Officer  in  the  late  Kings  Army,  and  in  the  prefent  Militia,  was 
a  mod  violent  Pedecuter  of  Mr.  Field ,  and  did  about  the  beginning  of  Hillary 
Term,  1661,  exprefs  a  great  deal  of  rage  and  bitternefs  againd  him,  and  two 
other  Godly  .Miniders  in  the  Country,  viz.  Mr.  Brown ,  and" Mr.  Richardfon,  and 
did  openly  fwear,  that  if  they  did  not  'fpeedily  Conform,  he  would  not  leave 
them  an  Horfe  to  ride  upon,  nor  a  morfell  of  Bread  to  eat;  and  accordingly 
came  up  to  London ,  in  order  to  the  effecting  of  what  he  had  in  his  Malice  de¬ 
signed  againd  them.  And  particularly  on  the  1 8  th.  of  February,  1661.  be¬ 
fore  he  went  out  cf  his  Lodging  in  the  Morning,  he  railed  mod  bitterly  againd 
the  Miniders  of  the  Gofpel  in  general,  but  efpecially  againd  Mr.  Field ,  fay¬ 
ing,  He  would  do  his  Work L  for  him  that  day.  But  the  Lord  prevented  him  in 
his  purpofe,  fur  that  very  morning  (  as  eve  have  related  before  )  he  was  (lain 
by  the  fall  of  a  Riding-houfe,  near  Piccadilly,  which  was  blown  down  by  that 
mod  tempeduous  wind,  which  a  great  part  of  England  hath  lad  caufe  to  re¬ 
member  happened  upon  that  day  ;  and  whereof  we  have  given  fo  large  ac¬ 
count  hereafter.The  Truth  of  thefe  three  lad  Relations  is  confirmed  by  ample 
and  drfficient  Tedimony. 

VI. 

A  Judgment  of  God  that  hay  pen  d  upon  a  Adapt  and  his  Wife,  who  Swore  falfly 

againjt  a  godly  Mini  ft  er. 

Alfo  one  John  B^own  a  Taylor,  and  an  Inhabitant  of  Vffwgton ,  beforementi- 
oned,  was  a  known  malicious  Enemy  to  the  faid  Mr.  Field  the  Minifter,  and 
cne  that  by  the  mitigation  of  the  drunken  fwearing  Pried  hereafter  fpoken  of, 
did  take  an  Oath  againd  him  mod  falfly  and  defperately.  The  next  day  after 
he  had  thus  fworn,  his  Wife  being  very  big  with  Child,  fell  down  from  a  Lad¬ 
der,  and  falling  prefently  into  Travel,  was  with  great  hazard  delivered  at 
lad  of  a  dead  Child,  which,  as  the  fpe&ators  have  affirmed,  was  all  over  as 
□lack  as  Ink,  Brown  alfo  himfelf  not  long  after  fell  down,  and  by  the  fall 
was  fadly  bruifed,  infomuch,  that  for  many  days  after  he  Was  not  able  to 
move  himfelf  without  help.  How  God  hath  fince  dealt  with  him  or  his  Wife 
we  have  not  heard.  1 

VII. 

AnEpifcopal  P tie  ft,  who  by  Violence  and  unjuft  weans,  did  p oft efts  himfelf  of  the 
Living  of  a  godly  and  able  Mini  ft  er  ;  had  his  Leg  broken  in  a  drunken  Quarrel, 

One  Mr.  Piers,  an  Epifcopal  Pried,  a  man  of  a  mod  vicious  and  debauched 
Conveiianon,  did  very  unjudly  and  malicioudy difturb  one  Mr.  Field,*  godly 
Miniitei,  in  his  Re6toiy  at  &ffingtont  in  the  County  of  Lincoln ,  and  endeavour-  ■ 
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ed  by  virtue  of  an  illegal  Prefentation  from  a  private  Patron,  to  poffefs  him- 
felf  of  Mr.  Field' s  Living;  but  Mr  .Field  overthrowing  him  at  Law,  he  Suborn¬ 
ed  Witneffes  againfh  him,  who  fwore  him  into  a  Prifon,  and  then  in  a  fur- 
reptitious  way  he  gets  poileffion  of  the  Place,  and  the  fame  clay  intrudes  him* 
felf  into  Company,  with  whom  he  drank  like  the  Head  of  his  Tribe,  and 
fwore  no  lefs  than  the  biggefl  Lifeguard- Oaths  his  Mailer  could  fuggeft  to 
him,  and  than  falls  to  quarrelling  with  fome  of  the  Company,  who  in  def- 
pight  of  the  Charm  of  his  Suvfingle,  did  make  bold  with  his  Coat,  and  beat 
him  fufficiently  ;  and  in  the  fray  his  Leg  was  broken,  whereof  he  lay  in  moil 
fad  torture  for  many  days  ;  and  whether  he  is  fince recovered  or  not,  we  have 
received  no  certain  information. 

R £ M ARKS . 

Thefe  three  Relations  run  Hill  upon  the  fame  Strain  with  the  former, 
viz,  To  Hie w  the  Judgment  of  God  upon  feveral  Perfons,  for  injuring  the 
Non- conf or  miffs,  whereas  the  Misfortune  of  the  Attorney's  being  kill’d  by  a 
Houfe  in  a  Violent  Storm,  mull  be  numbred  among  thofe  Accidents,  unto 
which  feveral  other  perfons  were  expofed,  and  felt  the  direful  Effects  there¬ 
of,  d  □ring  that  Dreadful  i  empell  ;  What  they  tell  us  of  the  Taylor's  Wife 
being  Big  with  Child,  falling  from  a  Ladder,  and  prefently  after  bringing 
forth  a  Child,  as  black  as  Ink,  is  no  more  than  what  muff  be  the  Natural  con - 
fequence  of  a  Fall  from  a  Ladder  under  thofe  Circumilances  ;  what  is  re¬ 
lated  concerning  their  faifly  Swearing  againlt  Mr.  Field ,  mull  be  taken  upon 
their  Word  ;  tho5  it  is  undeniable,  that  no  peHon’s  Name  ought  to  be  ex* 
pofed  in  Print,  as  being  Guilty  of  Perjury,  till  he  be  Convicled  thereof  by  a 
due  Courfe  of  Law,  which  I  believe  thefe  perfons  were  not,  becaufe  no 
mention  thereof  is  made  in  the  Relation  ;  What  they  tell  us  concerning 
Mr.  Pierfe  the  Epilcopal  Pried,  is,  f  if  it  may  be  rely’d  upon  in  all  its  Cir- 
cumftances )  an  Inftance  of  a  Drunken  Quarrelfome  Minifter,  who  forget¬ 
ting  himfelf,  his  Education,  Duty  and  ProfelTion,  by  his  Swearing,  Curling, 
Drinking  and  Quarrelling,  prove!  a  Scandal  of  the  Church  be  belong’d  to,, 
and  had  his  Reward  accordingly,  viz .  a  Broken  Leg  with  its  ufual  Symptoms, 
Tort  tiring  Pains  ;  But  as  his  ill  Courfe  of  Life  can't  imprint  the  lead  Ble- 
tnifh  to  the  Church  of  England ,  fo  his  Broken  Leg  has  but  a  llender  Relation 
to  the  Dlfenters, 

VIII.  > 

A  great  Perfecutor  of.  an.  eminent  godly  fitimfter ,  hill'd  by  one  in  his  own  Defence, 

he  being  in  drink. ,  ajfaulted  upon  the  High  way. 

At  Dttnhead  in  the  County  of  Wilts  ,  lived  one  Captain  Bennet ,  a  violent 
Perfecutor  of  Mr.  Inch,  the  faithful  and  able  Minider  of  that  place  ;  hewa* 
often  urged  by  the  fa  id  Mr.  Bennet  to  read  the  Common- prayer- book ;  but 
one  time  above  all  the  red,  he  brought  the  Book  to  Church  with  him,  and 
in  the  face  of  the  Congregation  did  prefent  it  to  Mr.  Inch,  and  with  great 
violence  and  many  menaces,  did  urge  him  to  read  it;  but  upon  Mr  .Inch's  mo- 
deft  refufal,  he  grew  outragious,  and  was  even  drunk  and  mad  with  Paflion, 
threatning  My, Inch,  that  he  Ihould  not  long  continue  to  Preach  there;  where¬ 
in  he  was  as  good  as  his  word,  for  by  the  violence  and  fury  of  this  Man  efpe- 
cialiy,  he  was  foon  after  forced  to  relinquifh  his  place,  and  to  his  great  pre¬ 
judice,  to  depart  the  Town  alfo.  Thus  the  Captain  did  demean  himfelf,  mani- 
felling  little  lefs  than  the  v?r y  venom  and  rage  of  Satan  himfeif,  Mr.  Inch  did 


by  a 'kind  of  Propkedck  Spirit^  declare  to  feme  in  the  Congregation,  that 
he  believed  that  this  man  would  not  die  the  common  Death  of  other  Men  ? 
which  did  accordingly  come  to  pais ;  for  not  long  after,  the  faid  Capt.  being 
much  in  drink,  and  affronting  and  aiTaulting  one  Mr .Dimon,  a  Citizen  of  Land. 
in  the  Road  near  Salisbury,  was  killed  by  Mr.  Dimon  in  his  own  defence  y  of 
which  Fad:,  he  was  by  Law  acquitted  at  the  AtTizes  following,  and  that  by 
a  Jury  of  Gentlemen,  who  were  well  known  to  be  fufficientiy  prejudiced 
againft  the  Parliament- Party,  of  which  Mr  .Dimon  was  judged  to  be  one: 
But  the  matter  of  the  Fad  was  fo  clear  and  apparent,  that  in  Honour  and 
Conscience,  they  could  not  condemn  him.  This  Relation  is  fo  publickly 
known  in  the  Country,  that  nothing  need  be  faid  to  induce  any  to  believe  it. 

V  REMARKS . 

Here  we  have  a  Narration  of  a  certain  Gentleman  come  to  an  Untimely 
.Death,  becaufe,  as  they  fay,  he  perfecuted  a  Godly  Minifter  \  whereas,  if 
you  take  a  right  View  of  the  Matter,  it  is  evident  that  his  Death  was  occa- 
lioned  by  his  Drunkennefs,  and  his  Affauiting  another  in  a  Violent  man¬ 
ner  bn  the  High- way.  They  tell  us  he  urg'd  a  Non- conforming  Mini fer  to 
read  the  Common  Prayer-Book^,  and  prefented  it  to  him  in  the  Face  of  the 
whole  Congregation  >  I  can’t  for  my  Life  difeover  any  thing  that  is  Crimi¬ 
nal  in  this  Ca(e.  Can  a  Man  who  was  queftionlefs  Educated  in  the  Church 
■  of  England,  be  fuppofed  to  have  incurred  the  Penalty  of  God’s  peculiar 
judgment  upon  him,  for  preferring  the  Liturgy  of  that  Church  before  the 
Ceremonies  and  Prayers  of  another  Congregation,  foreign  and  diffonant  to 
his  Opinion,  and  the  Eftablijfhed  Church  ?  They  tell  us,  as  a  further  Argu¬ 
ment  of  their  AlTertion,  That  the  Minifter  was  by  his  Fury,  forced  to  leave 
his  Place  and  the  Town.  They  would  have  done  very  well  to  exprefsthem- 
ielves  fomewbat  more  Circumftantially  upon  that  Head,  whether  the  fame 
was  occafioned  by  any  violent  and  illegal  means,  for,  if  not,  the  whole 
could  at  the  worft  amount  to  no  more  than  too  forward  a  Zeal  for  the  Re- 
ligon  he  profefs'd,  and. perhaps  a  lingular  Averfign  to  its  Adverfaries,  which, 
if  it  defer ves  a  peculiar  1’unifhment  at  the  hands  of  God  Almighty  ,  I  am 
afraid  many  among  the  Non  conforming  Party  of  thofe  times,  imift  needs 
have  a  Great  Share  in  it  ;  and  if  fuch  like  Matters  may  be  judged  by  the  E- 
vent  they  have  had  fo,  witnefs  thofe  who  futfered  for  having  had  9.  hand  in 
the  Murther  of  King  Charles  the  Fir  ft,  and  many  more  muff  needs  have 
moft  Defervedly  undergone  very  fevere  Penalties  for  their  miftaken  Zeal  (to 
make  the  belt  of  it)  had  not  the  King  and  Parliament  thought  fit  in  their 
Wifdom,  to  flaew  Mercy  to  a  mifguided  Party. 

IX. 


One  that  very  much  rejoyced  at  the  falfe  Re  fort  of  a  godly  MinifUrs  Death ,  was 
fuddenlj  firucken  with  Sicknefs ,  and  died  :  The  Minifter  bleffed  be  God  beinv 
yet  alive,  and  well. 

In  the  Month  of  September,  1661 .  it  was  frequently  reported,  that  Mr. 
Venning,  an  Eminent  Minifter  in  this  City  (  who  lay  long  exceeding  weak  of 
a  violent  Feaver  )  was  dead  ;  which  coming  to  the  ears  of  a  Perfon  of  fome 
Quality,  near  Fanchurch  jlreet,  feemed  to  be  very  welcom  news  to  him,  and 
he  exprede.d  much  joy  at  it  ;  he  could  not  contain  hknfelf,  but  in  a  moft 
unchriltian,  yea,  inhumane  way,  when  he  earns  home,  immediately  impar¬ 
ted  it  to  his  Wife  and  another  Woman  who  was  with  her,  who  he  knew  very 

well, 


C  9  ) 

V-ui,  cid  Highly  c'dceni  and  honour  Mr.  Vennhig^  and  his  Miniflry,  faying  in 
a  triumphing  and  in fu! ting  manner,  What  will  the  Women  now  do  ?  for  their  God 
Venning//  dead.  Ic  plealed  the  Lord  within  a  fhortfpace  after,  to  ftrike  this 
man  wnh  Sicknels,  whereof  he  preiently  died.  But  blefled  be  the  Lord,  Mr. 
rcming  is  yet  alive,  and  reftored  by  the  mighty  Power  and  goodnels  of  God 
to  his  perfect  Health  again.  6  J  6 

One  fuddenly- dies }  as  he  was  accufing  and  complaining  again fl  fome  godly  Non  - 

confer  mifts,  to  the  Bi/hop  of  Chefter. 

By  Letters  from  very  honed:  and  fober  perfons  in  Chefhire1  it  is  affirmed  as 
a  moft  certain  Truth,  that  before  the  firft  Bifhop  of  Chefter  died,  an  Inter- 
mer  comes  to  him  at  Chefter,  and  acquaints  him  with  fome  refractory  People 
at  PViggon  in  Lancafhire ,  who  would  not  conform  to  the  Law's  and  Canons  of 
the  Church.  He  makes  bitter  Complaints  againft  them,  but  before  he  could 
hmih  his  Story,  the  Lord  fimiVd  his  days;  for  while  the  Accufation  was 
yet  in  his  Mouth,  he  fell  down  before  the  Bifhop,  and  died  immediately* 
V\  e  doubt  not  but  upon  enquiry,  others  behdes  Fanaticks  will  fktisfie  the 
Reader  of  the  Truth  of  this  Relation 

REMARKS . 

The  two  preceding  Stories  are  fo  inligniiicant  in  themfelves  as  fcarce  tore- 
quire  any  Remarks;  However,  a  Perfon  of  fome  Quality  falls  lick  and 
dies  ;  but  they  lay,  the Lord ftrucJ^him ;  and  why  ?  Becaufe  he  under  (land¬ 
ing  that  a  Non-conformift  Minifter  was  dead,  he  Rejoy ced  at  it ;  and  told  a 
Woman,  that  was  a  great  Admirer  of  the  faid  Minifter,  What  would  the  Wo¬ 
man  now  do  f  &c.  Thefe  Gentlemen  make  ftrangely  bold  with  God’s  Judg¬ 
ments;  I  leave  it  to  the  Judgment  of  any  fenlible  or  unbyafs’d  Perfon,  of 
what  Opinion  foever,  whether  the  Jeafting  with  a  Woman  concerning  her 
Overfondnefs,  and  perhaps  Immoderate  Zeal  for  the  Minifters  Perfon  fa 
defe£t  frequently  incident  to  the  Female  Sex)  can  be  without  a  great  deal 
of  Unchantablenefs,  accounted  a  Crime  punifhable,  no  lefs  than  with  Death, 
and  that  by  God’s  immediate  hand  ?  Thefe  Gentlemen  making  themfelves 
both  Parties  and  Judges  in  their  own  Cafe,  and  fheltring  themfelves  under 
the  Coverture  of  Divine  Providence,  prove  very  Severe,  and  I  am  afraid 
net  impartial  Judges ;  forelfe,  among  lb  great  Number  of  Relations  con-* 
cerning  the  pretended  judgments  of  God  againft  thole  who  oppofed  their 
Minifters,  they  would  not  have  neglefted  to  infert  alfo  feme  Cafes  relating 
to  thofe  of  the  Epifcopal  Clergy ,  who  in  thofe  days  bore  a  fufficient  Share  in 
the  Perfecutions  railed  againft  them,  unlefs  they  have  Prefumption  enough 
to  give  the  Name  of  godly  Minifters  only  to  thofe  of  the  Non- conforming 
Party ,  which  in  point  of-  Charity  I  believe  they  have  not,  it  being  Noto¬ 
rious  that  the  Church  of  England  has,  and  does  produce  to  this  day,  as  Great 
and  as  Good  Men  in  their  Miniftry,  as  any  Church  in  the  World;  As  to  the 
other  Story  ;  tho’  they  tell  us  that  the  Reader  may  be  fatisfy’d  of  the  Truth 
of  it,  upon  enquiry,  I  think  they,  would  have  done  much  better,  to  have 
made  that  Enquiry  themfelves,  and  to  have  imparted  it  in  all  its  Circum- 
ftances,  without  which,  I  can't  fee  how  it  can  make  the  leaft  Itnprdlion 
upon  the  Mind  of  the  Judicious  Reader  ;  For,  fuppofe  the  faid  Informer  to 
have  been  upon  the  fame  Errand  with  the  Bifhop  feveral  times  (  as  in  all 
probability  he  might,  nothing  being  alledged  to  the  contrary  in  the  Rela¬ 
tion  it  feif )  fuel)  an  Accident  may  very  well  be  Numbred  among  the  Com¬ 
mon  and  moft  Natural  Accidents  of  Humane  Life \ 

'  C  Hn 


C  10  ) 

X. 

An  uncharitable Abufer  and  Reviler  of  Mr.  Hugh  Peters,  hilled  by  a  fall  from 

his  Horfe  when  he  was  dr mk. 

We  have  been  certainly  informed  from  very  good  hands,  that  one  Colonel 
Carnaby ,  who  lived  in  or  about  the  City  of  Durham,  did  frequently  affirm 
with  great  uncharitablenefs,  to  divers  lober  perfons  in  Durham,  that  Ms.  Pe¬ 
ters  was  drunk  when  he  was  hanged  5  not  long  after  this,  on  a  Lords  Day, 
the  (aid  Colonel  Carnaby  was  invited,  with  fome  other  Company,  to  one 
Colonel  Stewarts  houfe  to  dinner,  where  they  horribly  prophaned  the  Lord’s 
Day,  and  fell  to  exceflive  drinking  ;  and  the  faid  Colonel  Carnaby  was  fo 
drunk,  that  upon  his  return  home  that  night  from  Colonel  Stewarts ,  who 
lived  not  above  two  miles  from  Durham,  he  firft  loft  his  Company,  and 
afterwards,  within  half  a  mile  of  the  Towns  end,  loft  his  Way,  and  took  to 
the  Road  leading  to  Newcaftle ,  where  the  next  Morning  he  was  found  dead 
in  a  Pool  of  Water  and  Dirt,  with  his  Face  downwards,  yet  there  was  not  To 
much  Water  in  the  Pool  as  would  cover  him.  This  is  notonoully  known  at 
Durham,  and  it  is  obferved  by  the  People  there,  that  he  who  fall  el  y  and  ma- 
litiouQy  accufed  another  for  dying  in  his  drunkennefs*  was  himfeif  really  ove- 
taken  with  that  fin,  and  by  the  righteous  hand  of  the  Lord;  cut  off  in  it. 

R E MARK  & 

This  Relation  is  ftrain’d  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  Prefutnption  and  Foliy 
above  any  we  have  met  with  yet  in  this  Treatife.  In  one  of  the  preceding: 
Accounts,  a  Man  dies  for  Rejoycing  at  the  fuppofed  Death  of  an  Eminent 
Non  conforming  Mini  ft  er  \  but  here  another  is  cut  off  by  the  righteous  hand  of 
the  Lord ,  for  Reviling,  as  they  fay,  one  of  the  worft  of  Criminals,  after 
his  Death,  h.  e.  for  faying  that  he  was  dr unl^  when  he  was  Hanged.  Since  the 
Compilers  thereof,  at  the  Conclufion  of  their  Preface,  call  the  All- know¬ 
ing  God  and  Searcher  of  hearts  to  witnefs,  that  their  Dejign  was  not  to  fttr  up 
Sedition  \  I  can’f  but  in  point  of  Charity  acquit  them  in  fome  meafure  of 
that  Charge,  which  has  been  laid  at  their  doors  by  many,  and  that  not  alto¬ 
gether  without  great  appearance  of  Reafon  )  For,  to  ftand  up  fo  far,  as  they 
do  here  in  behalf  of  a  Perfon  made  a  moft  juft  Example  of  Publick  Juftice 
by  the  Laws  of  the  Kingdom,  for  having  been  inftrumental  from  the  very 
beginning  of  the  King’s  being  feiz’d  at  Holmby ,  in  Contriving  with  Cromwell 
Iretcn  and.  Harrifon,  the  faid  K.  Charles  the  Fir  ft’s  Murther,  in  feveral  pri¬ 
vate  Meetings,  at  the  Star  in  Coleman* ffreet,  and  the  Nag  s  Head  over- a- 
gainft  Bafinghall-fireet  y and  Aiding  and  Affifting.  therein  upon  feveral  0cca- 
fions*  as  it  is  apparent  from  the  feveral  Paffages  and  Proofs  in  his  Tryal ;  I 
fay*  to  efpoufe  in  fuch  a  manner  as  they  do  the  Caufe  of  fuch  a  Criminal, 
feems  to  intimate  no  lefs,  than  their  juftifying  in  fome  refped  his  Adions, 
and  that  were  it  not  for  the  great  Averfion  they  have  to  the  Red  Letters  in  < 
the  Almanack*  they  would  enter  him  in  the  Lift  of  Martyrs  and  Saints,  who 
ihew  their  Miraculous  Effeds  of  their  Anger  fafter  their  Death)  to  thofe 
that  dare  provoke  them  to  Revenge.  However)  as  I  am  willing  out  of 
Charity,  to  interpret  the  whole  rather  for  a  miftaken  Zeal,  than  the  Effed 
of  a  premeditated  Malice  againft  either  Church  ox  State,  fo  on  the  other 
hand,  we  can’t  without  Injufticepafs  by  in  fiience  certain  Paffages  relating 
to  the  Life  and  Execution  of  Hugh  Peters ,  which  may  juftifie  the  Condud  of 
GsAL  Carnaby^  and  confequemly  render  him  00s  near  ib  guilty  in  the  Eyes 

of. 
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of  the  World,  as  thefs  Compilers  would  perfwade  as:  Tis  notorious  that 
when  K.  Charles  was  brought  from  Windfor  to  London  ;  Hugh  Peters  rid  be¬ 
fore  him  ;  That  he  compar'd  the  Tryal  of  the  faid  King  to  the  Day  Judg¬ 
ment,  and  the  Tryal  of  the  Whole  World,  which  fkould  be  performed  by  the  Saints , 
and  Preaching  before  Oliver  Cromwell  the  next  day  after  the  Sitting  of 
the  fal3  Court,  he  choie  the  three  laid  Verfes  of  the  149  P faint ,  To  bind  their 
Kings  in  Chains ,  and'  their  Nobles  in  Fetters  of  Iron  ;  This  honour  have  all  the 
Saints ,  &c.  which  Words  he  apply \i  in  an  abufed  Senfe  to  the  prefent  State 
of  the  Kingdqjn.  The  next  Sunday  after  the  Murther  of  K .Charles  I.  was  com¬ 
mitted,  he  preach’d  another  Sermon  in  Justification  of  the  Fad,  choofing 
his  Text  out  of  Ifaiah .  v.  14,  1 8,  19,  20,  2 1 .  rill  the  Kings  of  the  Nations ,  even 
all  of  them  lie  in  glory,  every  one  in  his  own  Houfe  ;  But  thou  art  caft  out  of  thy 
Grave,  like  an  abominable  Branch,  and  as  the  Ray  went  of  t  ho fe  that  art  fain, 
thru  ft  thro '  with  the  Sword  that  go  down  to  the  Stones  of  the  Pit,  as  a  Carcafs 
trodden  under  foot  ;  Thou  [halt  not  he  joyn’d  in  Burial  with  them.  See.  This  Ser¬ 
mon  had  for  its  Title  on  the  top  ;  The  Tyrant's  Fall :  Whereas  at  the  Death 
of  the  Ufurper  Cromwell,  Preaching  next  day  in  the  Chappel  at  White-hall, 
he  took  his  Text  in  Deuteronomy  ;  My  Servant  Mofes  is  dead .  The  Applica¬ 
tion  is  foon  to  be  guefs’d  at.  I  will  not  here  infill  upon  feveral  other  bloody 
Tranfadions  and  Defigns  laid  to  his  Charge,  during  thofe  fntefline  Troubles 
of  England,  fuch  as  the  putting  to  the  Sword  4500  Men,  moll  Englijh 
and  Proteftants  (  and  that  after  Quarter  promifed  )  at  Tredaugh  in  Ireland , 
which  as  it  was  attributed  to  the  Advice  of  Hugh  Peters,  fo  it  anfwered  their 
End,  in  frightning  all  the  reil  of  that  Kingdom  into  a  Submidion  to  the  Par¬ 
liament  in  1 2  or  1 3  Months  time.  I  will,  I  fay,  not  infill  upon  this  and 
many  fuch  like  other  Matters  laid  to  his  Charge,  but  the  beforementioned 
Pallages  being  Notorious,  and  tranfaded  in  the  Face  of  all  the  World,  What 
wonder  is  it,  if  fuch  a  Man  as  Coli.  Carnaby,  highly  devoted  to  the  Intereil 
of  his  King,  and  the  Welfare  of  the  Church  of  England ,  fhould  call  feme 
Reftedions  upon  a  man,  whom  he  knew  to  have  been  the  Definition  fas  far 
as  in  him  lay)  of  both.  Tis  true,  we  ought  always  to  exprefs  our  Charity  to 
the  Dead;  yet  mufl  not  from  thence  be  inferred,  that  the  evil  Adions,  and 
fuch  especially  as  have  been  tranfaded  upon  the  PublickTheatreof  the  World, 
fhould  efcape  the  Cenfures  of  Men  ;;  But  to  come  fill!  femewhat  nearer  to 
the  Point :  As  it  is  agreed  onail  hands,  That  die  faid  Hugh  Peters  was  from  his 
Youth  a  perfemof  a  very  unequal  and  unflable  Temper,  and  his  Genius  always 
inclining  more  to  Violence  and  Rafhnefs,  than  a  firm  Refbhmon  and  Con- 
ftancy,  fo  the  fame  appear’d  very  confpicuous  at  the  time  of  his  Condemna¬ 
tion  and  Execution:  For,  whereas  that  Notorious  Criminal  Coof,  who  was 
Executed  at  the  fame  time  with  Peters  at  Charing- Crofs,  jfirew  d  both  during 
his  Imprisonment,  and  at  the  Place  of  Execution,  an  uncommon  Compofure 
of  Mind  in  all  his  Words  and  outward  Adions.  Twas  quire  contrary  with 
Hugh  Peters ,  who  conllantly  betray’d  himfelf  by  the  many  violent  and  con¬ 
trary  Agitations  of  his  Soul,  being  queflionlefs  the-  Effeds  cf  his  former 
Guilt,  winch  at  this  Bit  time  of  Tryal,  appearing  at  certain  Intervals  before 
his  Eyes  (tho’  he  would  notown  it  at  his  Execution  )  made  him  confefs, 
That  he  was  not  /sufficiently  prepared  for  Death  ;  and  as  he  was  going  from  New¬ 
gate  to  Charing,  crofs  ( the Place  of  Execution  )  he  appear’d  fometimes -very 
itupid,  fometimes  enduring  to  Frenzy,  in  Knawing  the  Fingers  of  his  Gloves, 

C  2  and 
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and.  at  his  Execution,  burning  out  into  kid  dsn  and  violent  Weepings,  hold¬ 
ing  h  s  Hands  before  his  Eyes,  and  entreating  the  Executioner  to  difpatdi 
him  by  Checking  the  Rope,  arid  accelerating  his  Death.  To  put  the!  ruth 
,of  this  beyond  all  Exception,  we  need  but  make  the  lead  Reflection  upon 
the  Words  of  Mr.  Cooke  ,  who  ,  as  we  told  you  before  ,  was  executed 
with  Hugh  Peters,  who  among  other  things  in  his  Dying  Speech,  ex prefFes 
himfelf  thus  to  the  Sheriff:  He  thank'd  God  he  could  welcom  Death  \  but  as  for 
J  Afs.  Peters ,  he  could  have  wlfti d  that  he  might  have  been  repriev'd  for  fome 
time,  for  that  he  was  neither  prepared  nor  ft  to  die «  After  this  Feilimony 
coming  from  the  mouth  of  a  Dying  Man,  who  fuffer’d  for  the  lame  Caufe 
with  Hugh  Peters,  to  his  lafl  Gafp,  I  can't  fee  with  what  profpetl  of  Succefs, 
or  with  what  hopes  of  meeting  with  an  Approbation  from  the  unbyafs  d  and 
judicious  Reader,  they  could  pretend  to  put  lo  grof ly  upon  the  Worlds  as  to 
make  us  believe  that  the  Death  of  a  Man ,  occa/ion  d  by  his  falling  from  his  . 
Horfe  in  a  Fond  or  miry  Place,  after  having  loll  both  his  Company,  and  his 
Way  in  the  Nighttime,  mull  be  attributed  to  a  Peculiar  judgment  of  God, 
by  way  of  Punifhment,  for  having  Reviled  and  Abuled,  as  they  cali  it, 
Hugh  Peters.  If  we  Poor  Mortals  are  permitted  to  make  a  fearch  into 
the  hidden  Caufes  of  Divine  Judgment,  they  would,  in  my  Opinion,  have 
come  much  nearer  to  the  true  Marh^,  if  they  had  look’d  for  the  true  Caufe 
of  this  Gentleman's  Misfortune  in  his  Excels  of  Drmkennefs  and  Profanation 
of  the  Lord's  Day ,  than  in  his  Error  of  miftaking  the  Frenzical  Behaviour 
of  a  Criminal  for  the  Effeffs  of  hot  and  intoxicating  Liquors. 

XL 

One  who  threatened  to  Inditl  an  hone  ft  Hon- conforming  Mwifter,  was  fuddenly 

taken  by  Death,  and  fo  prevented  in  his  Defign, 

We  have  receiv'd  certain  Information  from  very  credible  Perfons,  that 
about  the  time  lafl  mentioned,  the  Mayor  of  Bridgencrth  in  Shropshire ,  did 
very  fliarply  threaten  the  Minifler  of  that  Town,  who  is  a  godly  Non-con- 
formifl,  that  if  he  did  not  prefently  Conform,  he  would  have  him  Indiffed 
the  next  SelTions;  but  God  prevented  him,  for  he  going  to  walk  in  the 
Fields,  was  fuddenly  taken  very  ill,  and  within  a  day  or  two  after  at  the 
moft9  died,  and  fo  could  not  put  his  threading  in  execution  at  the  Seffions, 
which  followed  not  long  after  his  Death. 


XII. 

A  great  Reviler  and  Perfecutor  of  Good  Men,  taken  away  fuddenly  by  Death. 

Much  abour  the  fame  time,  one  Capt.  Rand ,  a  Sea  Captain,  (who  hath 
been  pubkcldy  taken  notice  of  as  a  Man  of  a  mod  debauched  and  vicious 
Converfation,  but  efpecially  he  was  obferved  to  be  a  notorious  Reviler  and 
Perfecutorof  Non  conforming  Minifters  and  People)  as  he  was  upon  a  Lord's 
Day  in  me  Chappel  at  Shadwell  in  Stepney  Parifh,  was  fuddenly  and  ftrangeiy 
f  mitten  with  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  which  made  him  cry  out  and  roar  in  a 
itrange  and  unufual  manner,  in  the  Congregation,  out  of  which  he  was  im¬ 
mediately  carried,  and  within  a  very  Ihort  time  after  died. 


XIII. 


A  Jad  Judgment  befalling  a  violent  Railer  againfi  a  godly  Non-  conforming  ALimfler 
Not  long  after  the  time  lafl  mention'd,  Mr.  Ince  the  Faithful  able  Minifler 
before  spoken  of,  was  by  Violence  and  Oppreffon  driven  out  of  his  Living 
and  the  Malice  of  fome  of  the  Inhabitants  being  fo  great  againfi  him,  nieer! 

ly 
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ly  for.  Righteoufnefs  lake,  it  was  not  judged  fafe  for  him  to  abide  in  the 
Town  anylonger,  whereupon  he  relolved  fuddeniy  to  remove  to  feme  o- 
ther  place  ;  and  in  order  thereunto.  Wagons  were  provided  to  carry  away 
his  Goods,  which  one  Mr.  Moullins  (an  Inhabitant  of  the  faid  Town  of  Dun- 
head,  and  a  great  Enemy  to  Mr.  Ince)  feeing,  the  night  before  Mr.  luce* s  de¬ 
parture,  exprefs’d  a  great  deal  of  Joy  at  it,  and  did  openly  (peak  words  to 
this  effect ;  To  morrow  when  this  Ince  goes  away,  I  will  keep  the  Me  tr  left  day  that 
ever  I  kept  at  Dunhead  :  But  when  the  morrow  came,  the  Lord  by  a.  fad  hand 
of  Providence  quite  changed  the  Scene,  and  made  him  keep  one  of  the  mofc 
forrowfui  days  he  ever  kept  in  his  whole  Life  before  ;  for  that  day  going 
forth  in  rhe  morning  with  his  Cart,  his  Foot  dipt,  and  falling  down,  he  was 
not  able  fuddeniy  to  recover  himfelf,  and  the  Wheel  of  the  Cart  went  over 
his  Leg,  and  bruifed  it  very  forely,  fo  that  he  lay  all  that  day  in  extream 
pain  and  dolor  ;  at  lad  it  Gangren’d,  and  after  two  or  three  days  extremity 
of  Torment,  he  miferably  ended  his  Life.  This  alfo  is  publickiy  known  to 
be  a  certain  Truth,  and  no  doubt  made  of  it  by  any  that  liv'd  thereabouts* 

R  E  M  A  R  K  S . 

Here  are  three  other  Stories  much  of  the  fame  Stamp,  as  relating  altoge¬ 
ther  to  the  Punifhment  of  perlons  accufed  of  Reviling  and  Perfecuting  Non- 
conformift  Afiniflers .  The  firft  tells  us  of  a  Man  dying  fuddeniy,  only  for 
Threatning  a  Minifter  with  the  Law,  if  he  did  not  Conform  ;  And  in  rhe 
fecond,  another  perfon  happening  to  fall  very  ill,  and  being  feiz’d  with  Tor¬ 
turing  pains  (  perhaps  the  Collide  )  and  dying  loon  after,  his  Death  muft  be 
attributed  to  his  having  been  a  Revder  and  Perfecutor  of  Non  conforming 
Minifters  and  People.  Strange  and  vain  Suppositions/  For  a  Sett  of  People 
to  make  themfelves  thus,  as  it  were,  the  mo  ft  intimate  and  familiar  Fa- 
vourites  of  God  Almighty ,  as  to  engage  him  upon  the  leaft  Occafion  in  their 
Quarrel,  which,  as  it  leerns,  can  t  be  reveng’d  with  lefs  than  the  Death  or 
the  pretended  Offenders.  If  you  are  not  fully  fatisfy  d  with  the  Truth  of 
it,  they  give  you  another  Inftance  of  it  in  the  Third,  Numb.  13.  Here  a  cer¬ 
tain  Perfon  Rejoycing  only  at  the  Departure  of  faithful  Minifter  (  his  Ene¬ 
my)  and  telling  his  Friends,  that  he  would  be  merry  that  Day  when  he  left 
the  Place,  had  the  Misfortune  the  fame  day  to  have  his  Leg  broken  by  a 
Cart-Wheel  running  over  it ;  I  can’t  for  my  Life  fee  what  Coherency  there 
is  betwixt  an  Accident  of  this  Nature,  jmd  the  being  an  Enemy  of  a  Non - 
conformift  Minifter,  and  confequeatfy  being  glad  at  his  Departure;  unlefs 
they  will  infill  upon  the  Cir  earn  fiances  of  the  Time,  it  happening  the  fame 
day  :  But  fince  by  tjre"Natural  Courfe  of  things,  our  perfons  are  at  all  times 
expofed  to  a  thoujfand  Cafualties,  why  might  not  fuch  an  Accident  befall  a 
Perfon  as  well  .bn  that,  as  on  another  day,  without  haying  rcout  fe  to  the 
fad  hand  of  Providence ;  which,  as  it  is  moll  certainly  hid  from  Humane 
Eyes,  fo  I  can’t  but  once  more  admire  at  the  Forwardnefs  of  the  Compilers 
of  thefe  Relations,  for  having  recourfe  to  it  upon  all  Occafions,  to  ferve 
their  own  Turn,  without  the  leaftRegard  tothofe  of  another  Perfwafton.  The 
Death  of  the  laft  mentioned  Perfon,  as  it  proceeded  from  the  Gangrening 
of  the  affe&ed  Part,  fo  it  may  perhaps  be  attributed  to  the  Neglefl  or  Unskii- 
fulnefs  of  liis  Country  Surgeon  \  And  tho’  I  won’t  deny  but  that  God  infli£l$ 
frequently  his  Temporal  Punijhments  upon  the  Wicked  by  Natural  Means ;  yet 

I  can’t  agree  with  them  in  the  Application ,  as  if  every  one  was  at  Liberty  to 

. . .  v  b  '  Judge 
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Judge  of  the  Effe&s  of  fuch  Cafualties,  depend i n g  on  Natural  Caufes,  as  im¬ 
mediate  Effects  of  God's  Anger,  according  as  it  fuits  beft  with  his  Opinion  or 
J htereft. 

XIV. 

A  fad  Judgment  of  God  upon  two  falfe  Witnefies  againfi  a  Godly  Non  conform¬ 
ing  Minifier . 

Much  about  the  fame  time,  one  Mr.  Ince  a  godly  faithful  Miniiler  at  Dun- 
head  in  the  County  of  Wilts ,  was  by  the  falfe  Oaths  of  two  malicious  Per¬ 
rons  in  the  Parifh  (  inftigated  by  another,  whom  we  {hall  have  a  fad  occa- 
fioii  to  mention  hereafter )  bound  over  to  appear  at  the  Affizes  ;  but  before 
the  time  came,  one  of  thefe  WitnefTes  was  itrucken  with  a  fore  Sicknefs,  at 
which  time  he  was  very  much  troubled  in  his  Spirit  for  his  wicked  purpofes, 
and  delign  to  tedifte  falfly  againft  that  good  Man,  he  expieifed  hearty  Re¬ 
pentance  for  it,  and  immediately  dies. 

The  orher  wfiofe  name  was  Thornes ,  being  defperately  harden’d  in  Sin, 
notwitiifhnding  the  Signal  Judgment  of  God  upon  his  fellow  Perfecutor,  ap¬ 
pears  at  the  AiTizes ;  and  fwears  mofl  falfly  and  maiicibufiy  againif  Mr.  Ince , 
upon  which  he  was  calf,  and  according  to  our  beft  Information,  was  Fined 
about  forty  or  ffty  Pounds;  immediately  after  which,  as  this  miferable  for- 
fworn  Wretch  was  returning  home  from  the  AiFizes,  there  arofe  a  Pimple  in 
his  Cheek,  which  foon  after  turn’d  into  a  Cancer,  and  by  degrees  did  eat 
further  and  further  into  his  Cheek,  till  at  laft,  after  he  had  endured  many  ve¬ 
ry  fharp  and  tormenting  Pains,  it  killed  him.  This  is  a  thing  publickly 
known,  and  the  truth  of  it  not  at  all  queftioned  by  any  in  thofe  parts. 

REMARKS !. 

This  Account  would  queftionlefs  bear  the  greateft  Weight  of  any  I  have 
feen  as  yet  in  this  Treatife,  were  the  Afatter  of  EaEl  prov’d  duly  in  ’all  its 
Circumftances  j  Perjury,  w  hich  defrauds  a  Man  of  his  Reputation,  Livelihood , 
Eft  ate ,  and  fometimes  of  his  Life,  is  a  Crime  fo  Abominable,  both  in  the 
Eyes  of  God  and  Men,  that  it  is  no  Wonder  if  God  fixes  peculiar  Marks  of 
his  Wrath  on  thofe  that  are  guilty  of  it,  as  the  Law  of  Men  makes  them  the 
publick  Scandal  and  Reproach  of  Mankind  and  Civil  Society  f  without  any  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Qualifications  of  the  Perfons  unto  whom  the  Injury  is  done  ;  But 
lines  in  molt  of  their  Relations,  they  endeavour  to  engage  God  Almighty 
and  his  Judgments  in  behalf  of  Non-conforming  Minifiers  and  their  Party, 
they  ought  to  have  been  more  Clear  and  Perfpicuotts  in  the  Particulars  of 
thefe  Accounts,  it  being  an  undoubted  Rule  in  Law',  that  no  body  can  be 
both  a  Party  and  Judge  ;  and  all  the  Proofs  a  Man  can  alledge  in  his  own  be¬ 
half,  depends  barely  from  the  Probability  of  the  Circtmiftances,  atteiled  by 
others.  Had  the  Compilers  of  this  Treatife  made  due  Reflections  upon  that 
Maxim,  they  would  not  fo  frequently  have  laid  Perjury,  Subornation  of  Per¬ 
jury,  and  fuch  like  other  Enormous  Crimes ,  at  the  Door  of  their  Neighbours, 
without  giving  fame  Convincing  Proofs  thereof  to  the  Reader,  besides  their 
own  A$ertions.  For,  fuppofing  forae  may  be  fo  charitable  as  to  believe  their 
Intentions  as  real  and  fincere  as  they  exprefs  them  in  their  Preface ,  there  will 
be  not  wanting  fuch  as  will  look  upon  many  of  thefe  Narratives  as  Inve&ives 
againlf  the  Church  Party ,  and  inferred  on  purpofe  to  inveigle  the  People  into 
a  Belief,  that  God  having  taken  the  Non- conforming  Clergy  in  a  peculiar  man¬ 
ner  under  his  Prote&io-n,  thofe  who  oppofed  them,  were  fure  to  meet  with 
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his  Judgments;  Thefe  are  the  Thoughts,  I  fay,  which  will  be  harbour’d  by 
many  upon  this  Point,  and  not  altogether  without  feme  probability,  confi- 
dering  that  thefe  Relations  Were  pubfiih’d  in  1662,  at  a  Juncture  when  the 
Epifcopal  Clergy,  after  the  Reft  duration  of  K.  Charles  lb  began  to  Repofifefs 
themfelves,  of  what  had  been  taken  from  them  during  the  Civil  Wars  and 
Troubles ,  by  Seine  ft  rations  or  other  Illegal  Means.  To  avoid  the  danger  of 
thofe  Shelves,  the  Compilers  ought  to  have  put  all  Objections  relating  to  the 
Truth  of  the  Matter  in  all  its  Circumftances,  beyond  Con  tradition,'  by  in¬ 
ferring  t  he  Names.  Qualifications,  and  Places  of  Abode  of  fuch  Pei  ions,  as  be¬ 
ing  Vnbyafs  d,  and  of  a  Sound  Judgment,  had  been  Eye  and  Ear- witneffes  of 
the  Matter  of  Fa  ft.  For  indance,  in  the  preient  Cafe,  two  Per  ions  are 
charged  with  Perjury,  and  a  third  with  Subornation.  To  dear  this  Point  in 
the  Eyes  of  the  Judicious  World;  As  to  the  fivft  perfon,  it  was  abfbiutely  requi- 
fite,  that  his  Name,  and  Char  after  fhould  have  been  mentioned,  as  like  wife 
the  whole  Cafe  with  all  its  Circumdances,  fairly  dated,  and  Attelted  by 
Credible  Perfons,  wherein  he  was  fuppofed  ro  have  given  his  falfe  Evidence  1 
iince  the  Binding  over  of  the  Non- conforming  Minifter  to  appear  at  the  Af- 
fizes,  was,  queftionlefs,  grounded  upon  the  Depoiitions  of  Both.  The  next 
Branch  relating  to this  pretended  Falfe  Witnefi,  is  his  being  troubled  in  Sprit , 
and  exfrejjing  his  Repentance  upon  his  Death-bed:  To  put  this  alio  beyond  all 
Contradiction,  they  ought  to  have  related  the  Method  or  Means  11  fed,  or 
vyjiac  other  Ciixumftances  happen’d,  wrhich  cccafion’d  or  produced  this 
Change  in  his  Mind ;  and  as  the  Expreihons  of  his  hearty  Repentance  of 
fuch  a  Villany  (if  Sincere  and  without  Compulfion)  either  were  or  might  have 
been  made  in  the  Pretence  of  certain  Judicious  Perfons,  fo  their  Attestation 
in  the  Matter  would  have  been  of  the  greateft  Moment,  to  convince  the  World ' 
of  the  Truth  thereof.  The  Name  of  the  fecond  falfe  Evidence  is  Infertea, 
’tis  true,  with  a  very  bad  Char  after  annex  d  to  it ;  which,  however  he  de¬ 
fer  ves,  and  a  great  deal  worfe,  had  they  in  this  as  well  as  in  the  preceding 
Perfon,  prov’d  the  Charge  again#  them,  under  the  before- ailedg’d  Cautions 
and  Circumstances  y  But  the  Non-confcrmift  Mini  [ter  being  Call  and  Fined  at 
the  Affizes  upon  his  Oath,  the  Preemption  will  be  for  the  Evidence ,  of  his* 
having  Sworn  the  Truth,  till  he  be  Convicted  of  Perjptry  by  the  Law,  or  at 
lealt  till  the  Crime  laid  to  his  Charge ,  be  prov’d  otherwiie  by  Vndeniable  Wit 
neffes,  and  other  Cireumfiances.  What  is  ailedg’d  here  concerning  a  Pimple 
anfing  in  his  Face  at  his  very  Return  from  the  Affixes  (which  turn’d  to  a  Can¬ 
cer)  ought  to  have  been  made  evident,  in  reference  to  this  peculiar  Circum- 
itance,  which  in  all  probability  might  have  been  molt  conveniently  done  by 
a  Certificate  from  the  Perfon  that  had  him  under  his  Cure  ;  For,  the  Cancer 
being  a  very  unaccountable  Difeale,  which  often  efcapes  the  Infight  of  very 
Judicious  Practitioners,  ihould  it  have  happen’d  in  this  Cafe  (as  it  frequent¬ 
ly  does)  that  the  Cancer  lying  conceal  d*  or  at  lea  it  undifeovered  before,  did 
now  break  out  in  his  Chee\y  the  whole  Miracle  would  fall  to  the  Ground,  , 
and  there  would  be  no  more  in  the  whole  Story,  than  that  a  certain  Perfon, 
fufpeCted  by  lome  of  having  taken  a  falfe  Oath,  died  not  long  after  under* 
the  Tormenting  pains  of  a  Cancer.  They  feem  for  their  Juitification  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  general  Vogue  of  thoie  living  thereabouts ;  but  this  is  too  weak  : 
a  Foundation -Pillar  whereupon  to  raife  our  Judgment  of  the  moft  abftrufe 
Abyfs  of  Divine  Providence)  and  which  by,  the  daily  Experience  of  its 
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Falftty,  is  long  ago  exploded  by  the  Knowing  World ;  Taking  it  for  granted 
that  the  Intentions  of  the  Compilers  of  this  Treatife  be  as  fincere  as  they 
would  make  them;  yet  1  hope  they  won’t  exempt  themfelves  from  being 
{ubjed  to  thofe  Frailties,  common  to  all  Mankind,  which  is.  To  be  eajily 
blinded  in  Matters  relating  to  our  [elves,  either  out  of  Self-Love,  Inter  eft,  or 
fome  other  Paffion,  which  I  am  afraid  they  are  not  altogether  exempt  ed 
from,  fince  in  this  as  well  as  feveral  others  of  their  Relations,  they  have  fre¬ 
quently  rec-ejirfe  to  the  Publick  and  General  Knowledge,  without  mentioning 
any  Perfons  proper  to  atteft  the  Matter  in  queftion,  under  its  due  Circum- 
ftances,  and  confequentlv  the  Narrative  feidom  comes  up  to  what  the  Title 
intimates,  which  is  commonly  Sad  and  Dreadful  Judgments  of  God,  againft 
the  Perfecutors  of  Non- conf or  miffs  Minijiers .  I  have  perhaps  dwelt  too  long 
upon  this  Account,  but  the  Subjeft  Matter  being  common  to  mod  of  the 
Narratives ,  the  Argument  will  ferve,  in  certain  refpefts,  in  Anfwer  to  the 
Reft. 

XV. 


An  Epifcopal  Par  fin  who  was  all  he  in  Indifling  a  godlfNm- conforming  Mini - 
fter,  was  murdered  by  a  Dift rafted  Man  of  his  own  Family . 

At  the  Summer  Affizes  iaft  holden  at  Bury  in  Suffolk ,  on  the  29th  of  July, 
1 66 1,  one  Mr.  AJhfarn  Minifter  of  Norton,  net  far  from  Bury,  did  Indid 
or  caufe  to  be  Indicted,  Mr.  Taylor,  a  godly  able  Minifter  in  Bury,  upon  the 
Statute  or  the  1 5  of  Q.  Elizabeth,  againft  Conventicles,  for  meeting  with 
(ome  hone  ft  People  to  pray  and  Worfhip  God.  The  Indiament  was  found 
by  the  Grand- Jury ,  and  the  fame  day  or  the  next  day  after,  while  the 
Alhzes  yet  continued  at  Bury,  the  foreraentioaed  Mr.  Afhbcrn ,  was  going 
home  from  a  Gentlemans  Houfe  where  he  dined  that  day,  through  a  Meadow, 
not  far  from  his  own  Houfe,  where  met  him  one  Mr.  Ward  (who  had  been 
DiftiaRed  <1  and  was  lent  to  the  (aid  Mr#  Ajhbom  for  Cure  (who  it  feems  was 
famous  in  the  Countiy  upon  that  account}  and  was  now  become  very  fober 
and  carried  himfeif  vety  civilly  and  ordeny,  and  was  fuftered  to  go  without 
any  keeper  J  the  laid  Ward  fell  upon  Mr.  Ajhbom  in  the  Meadow  and  with 
his  own  Fork  which  he  then  had  in  his  hand,  he  thrift!  him  through  the  Neck, 
and  got  him  down  upon  the  Ground,  and  then  with  Mr.  Afhborn' sown  Knife 
which  he  pulled  out  of  his  Pocket,  he  Wounded  him  in  feveral  places  and  left 
him  dead  ;  Mr.  Ward  was  immediatey  apprehended  and  Committed  to  Bury 
uoal,  and  no  queftion  before  this  time,  hath  anwered  the  Law  for  the  Mur¬ 
der  he  committed.. 


REMARKS . 

J&7™  wich  a  higher  Strain  ;  In  the  preceding  Relation,  two  flip, 
pofed  falfe  Evidences  againft  a  godly  faithful  Minifter ,  undergo  the  L 
Judgment  of  God$  but  in  this  an  Epifcopal  Parfon  is  kill'd  by  a  Madman  fo 
having  Indiftedonly  a  godly  and  able  Non  conforming  Minifter ,  for  keeping  ; 
Conventicle.  Bleffed  People  !  who  have  thus  far  Infinuafed  themfelves  (i 
then- own  Opinion)  into  the  Favour  of  God  Almighty  as  that  the  leal 
thing  done  againft  them,  rnuft  be  punilhed  by  his  Peculiar  Judgments, 
don  t  fpeak  this  in  the  leaft  to  defend  or  encourage  Perfecting  Principles  ii 
Religion,  and  it  were  to  be  wifh’d  that  fome  Church-Men  as  well  as  Diden 
te-s,  had  fliewn  more  Moderation  in  this  Point,  in  their  feveral  Turns  whei 
it  was  in  their  Power  to  hurt  one  another  ;  To  rchearfe  the  Par’ticular 


w  hereof, 
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whereof,  ask  is  beyond  our  fcope,  and  would  ferve  only  to  widen,  and  not 
to  1  top  the  Breach,  (o  I  am  willing  to  pals  by  in  fiience.  However  I  can’t 
on  the  other  hand  but  obferve,  that  it  will  feem  very  hard  to  the  greated 
part  ot  Mankind,  that  a  Man  overiway’d  by  a  too  forward  Zeal  only  tor  the 
Religion  he  profefies,  and  taking  a  due  Courfe  of  Law  fas  then  Eftabliflh’d) 
again  It  thole,  whom,  quedioniefs,  he  judged  its  Enemies  ;  fliould  I  fay,  for 
the  lake  of  fuch  a  mifhken  Opinion,  be  expofed  to  the  immediate  Vengeance 
of  God  /  I  am  afraid  thefe  Gentlemen  out  of  Partiality,  intrude  thendelves 
too  far^  into  the  Hidden  Secrets  of  Divine  Providence .  What  makes  me 
fhrevydly  fufpe<d  the  Matter,  is,  that  as  they  always  give  to  their  Non- con¬ 
forming  Mimjters  the  Epithets  of  godly,  able,  faithful,  and  fuch  like,  the 
Epifccpal  Clergy  is  generally  Dignified  by  them  with  quite  contrary  Names ; 
But  what  I  admire  med  of  all,  is,  that  among  the  many  Relations  infer  ted 
of  God  s  Judgments  (which  happen’d  in' a  little  time)  to  fall  upon  the  Per fe- 
cutors  of  the  Non  conforming  Mimfiers,  there  fhould  not  be  one,  which  has 
the  leak  Relation  to  the  Sufferings  of  the  Epifcopal  Clergy ,  during  all  the 
Time  of  the  Civil  Wars  in  thefe  Kingdoms,  and  the  Punifhments  inflicted 
by  God’s  hands  upon  their  Persecutors.  To  fay  they  were  not  pevfecuted,  is 
to  deny  things  tran failed  in  the  Face  of  all  the  World  ;  To  lay  that  they 
were  all  Vngodly  Men,  and  deferv’d  not  God  Almighty’s  peculiar  Care  (as 
their  Miniders  did)  is  am  AiTertion  fo  full  of  Preiumption,  Vanity,  and 
Uncharitablenefs,  and  fo  contrary  to  Truth,  as  not  to  deferve  any  farther 
Reflection. 

•  XYh  .  ‘  ;  v~ 

A  Per f on  killed,  and  others  hurt  by  Lightning,  rehen  they  were  engaged  in  a 

Drunken  Meeting. 

At  Wanford  in  Suffolk,  cn  the  30th  of  July  1661,  one  Mr.  Abfolom,  an  In¬ 
habitant  there,  provided  a  Barrel  of  extraordinary  Strong-Beer  for  his  Land¬ 
lord,  Sir.  John  Roufe  a  Pari  lament- man,  and  fome  other  Company,  viz,. 
Captain  Lemon ,  Mr.  Dougate ,  Mr.  Terrtl,  and  others ;  they  ail  met  at  the 
Laid  Mr.  Abfoloms  Houfe,  about  two  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  ,  the  day 
beforementioned,  they  drunk  very  freely,  being  met  together  for  that  very 
purpofe  ;  and  when  they  were  jn  their  Cups,  they  began  to  revile  and  rail 
againd  fome  honed:  Chriilians,  who  lived  not  far  from  the  place,  and  did 
indeed  in  that  humour,  very  (evert  ly  threaten  all  the  Phanaticks  \  and  as 
one  of  the  Company  hath  confeikd,  they  begun  a  very  drange  and  unheard 
of  Health  ,  it  was  fo  horrid  that  the  Gentleman  would  not  name  what  it  Was, 
but  cryed  out  very  bitterly  againd  it,  and  Sir  John  Roufe,  who  began  it. 
And  as  they  were  thus  Blafpheming  God  ,  railing  againd  his  People,  and 
abufing  theiTifeives  and  the  good  Creatures  of  God,  the  Lord  fent  a  great 
Storm  from  the  South- ead,  and  with  it  a  very  dreadful  clap  of  Thunder, 
which  was  a  Warning  piece  to  them  ;  and  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour, alter 
another,  and  with  that  a  terrible  Fla  111  of  Lightning,  winch  came  down  with 
fo  great  force  upon  the  North  fide  of  the  Houfe,  that  brake  thorow  the 
Tyles  and  came  into  a  Chamber  which  was  ever  the  Room.,  where  the  Per¬ 
rons  beforementioned  were  Drinking  and  Revelling,  it  fiheok  in  pieces  the 
Beddead  there,  and  then  came  down  into  the  lower  Room  where  the  Gen¬ 
tlemen  were;  it  threw  one  of  them  upon  the  Table,  and  wounded  and 
bruilid  another  of  them  extreamiy,  that  he  was  forced  to  keep  his  Bed  a 
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great  while  after  ;  it  Hoick  a  third  of  them  dead,  who  was  burnt  as  black  as 
a  Coal ;  and  as  the  Jury  affirmed,  was  the  faddeft  Corps  that  ever  was  beheld  ; 
all  the  reft  fo  afrighted  and  amazed,  that  they  were  for  the  prefenc  as  dead 
Men  :  After  this  it  went  out  at  the  South- fide  of  the  Houfe,  and  made  as 
great  a  breach  there  as  it  did  upon  its  entrance,  on  the  other  fide  of  it.  This 
is  a  Story  fo  publickiy  known  to  be  true,  that  none  in  the  Country  hath  the 
Impudence  to  queftion  it :  Only  we  do  earneftly  beg  of  the  Lord  that  one 
Evidence  more  of  the  Truth  of  this  Relation  may  be  added  to  the  reft,  that; 
the  Gentlemen  who  are  the  Survivors  of  this  Eminent  ftroak  from  Heaven, 
may  understand  and  be  fenfibie  of  the  meaning  of  it,  and  fpeediiy  repent 
and  reform,  left  God  referves  them  to  be  more  fignal  Examples  hereafter  of 
his  Wrath  and  Vengeance. 

REMARKS . 

I  think  this  is  the  firft  Relation,  which  in  a  peculiar  manner,  kerns  to 
have  refpefl  to  that  of  Difpofing  of  People  to  Judgment,  to  Repentance, 
which  in  the  Preface  is  ailerted  to  be  the  Defign  of  Publifhing  this  Treacife, 
tho’  you  may  ob’ferve  by  the  by,  that  for  fear  of  receding  too  far  from  their 
former  Method,  they  thought  fit  by  a  fide  Wind,  to  bring  the  Fanatic's  into 
the  Game.  Suppofing  the  Matter  of  Fa£I  to  be  true  in  all  its  Circumftances, 
efpecially  in  reference  of  what  is  ailedged  concerning  the  Blafpftemng  of  God 
(whereof  the  Compilers  make  themfelves  the  only  Judges,  without  inferr¬ 
ing  the  lea  ft  Particulars,  the  whole  may  ferve  as  a  Warning  to  others,  that 
God  fometimes  makes  ufe  of  Natural  Means,  to  terrify  and  punifh  Sinners, 
in  order  to  reduce  them  to  a  due  Confideration  of  their  Duty. 

xvn. 

Several  Perfom  who  were  aftive  againft  the  coming  of  a  godly  eminent  Minifter 

at  Leeds,  died  fuddenly , 

By  Le  tters  bearing  date  July  22,  61,  from  very  credible  Perfons  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Leeds  in  Tor\^fhirey  we  are  aiTuredly  informed  that  at  the  Seffions  of 
the  Peace,  holden  there,  a  little  before  the  date  of  the  faid  Letter,  many  ho- 
rreft  fober  men,  who  would  have  brought  in  Mr.  Edward  Bowles  of  Tori \  to 
be  Minifter  there,  were  indi&ed.  Four  Men  did  fwear  a  Riot  againft  them, 
and  within  lefs  than  four  days  immediately  following,  three  of  them,  being 
young,  lufty,  and  healthful  men,  were  fuddenly  cut  offby  Death,  the  fourth 
ky  alfo  in  a  fad  manner,  and  it  was  expelled  alfo  that  he  would  die  prefent- 
!y  s  but  whether  he  hath  fince  recovered  or  no,  we  have  not  heard. 

RE  MARKS . 

Here  is  another  Touch  upon  the  old  Harp  and  of  the  fame  Tune  ;  We 
have  had  Inftancesef  feveral  Sorts  of  Punifhments  falFn  upon  thofe,  who  have 
born  faife  Witnefs  againft,  who  have  Indi&ed,  nay  who  have  but  fpoke  ir¬ 
reverently  of  godly  Non- conforming  Minifter  s ;  but  in  this  Account,  no  left 
than  four  Perfons,  all  Toungy  Lufty  and  Healthful  Meny  are  fuddenly  cut  off 
by  Death,  for  OppoUng  the  coming  in  of  one  godly  Minifter.  They  tell  us 
they  fwore  a  Riot  againft  fome  Sober  Meny  who  would  have  brought  in  this 
Non-conforming  Minifter ,  without  mentioning  whether  fallly  or  not ;  but  in 
all  probability  upon  very  good  Grounds ;  For,  had  it  been  otherwife,  they 
would  not  have  been  fparing  in  mentioning  it.  If  then  they  fwore  to  the 
Truth  of  Matter  of  Faflf,  what  room  pray  is  there  for  a  Suyyofttion  of  an 
Extraor dinary  Pmuffimenu  Thefe  Gentlemen  would  have  done  very  well  to 

have 
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hive  infer  ted  the  Names  of  thofe  Inhabit  antst  that  writ  the  Letters ,  that  fo 
other  People  as  well  as  they  might  have  been  Judges  of  the  Truth  of  the 
Story. 

xvm. 

A  Young  Man  drowned  when  he  was  fwlmmirg  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

On  the  21th  of  July  1661,  being  the  Lord's  Day,  a  young  Maii  an  Ap¬ 
prentice  in  Holbourn,  neglecting  the  Work  which  the  Lord  hath  enjoyned  us 
on  that  Day,  went  upon  his  Pleafure  down  to  Redriff,  and  at  two  of  the 
Glock  in  the  Afternoon,  when  the  People  were  going  to  the  publick  Afi'em- 
bly,  he  went  to  Swim  in  the  River  of  Thames ,  where  as  it  is  conceived, 
the  Cramp  took  him,  and  before  he  could  get  any  help,  he  was  drowned. 

XIX. 

An  Dpi f copal  Parfon  hilled  by  a  fall  from  his  Horfe  when  he  was  drunk» 
About  the  Month  of  fane,  or  July  i66it  an  Epifcopal  Parfon  living  about 
Brentwood  in  FJJex,  being  in  that  Town  on  a  Fair  or  Market-day,  did  there 
drink  to  a  great  Excels,  infomuch,  that  as  he  came  home  at  night,  he  fell 
from  his  Horfe,  and  by  that  Fall  was  killed  and  taken  away  in  his  Sin.  This 
is  a  thing  notorious  in  thefe  Parts,  and  no  difpute  amongft  any  of  the  Inha~ 
babitants  there  concerning  the  Truth  of  it. 

REMARKS. 


Thefe  two  Relations  having  nothing  Extraordinary,  we  will  make  only 
this  fhort  Obfervation  upon  them  ;  That,  as  the  firft  is  an  Accident,  which 
too  frequently  happens  on  Sundays,  when  Apprentices  and  others  that  have 
conftant  Employments  during  the  Week,  fpend  their  Time  in  the  Water 
during  the  hot  Seafon  ;  fo  the  fecond,  being  the  EffeCt  of  Drunkennefs  in  a 
Perfon,  who  in  his  Station  ought  to  have  given  a  much  better  Example  cg 
others,  ought  to  ferve  as  a  Warning  to  the  reft  of  the  fame  Funthon,  to  de~ 
ter  them  from  fuch  like  Exeejjes.  I  can  t  however  but  take  notice  by  the  by, 
that  the  better  to  clear  themfelves  of  being  reputed  Partial,  they  might 
have  inlerted  alfo  fome  Inftance  or  ether  of  the  Trefpafies  o  1  Di\\enters\ 
fince  I  imagine  they  would  fcarce  ftiew  fo  much  either  of  Vanity  or  Paiti- 
aiitv  as  to  ailei t,  that  they  have  no  Inftances  of  that  Nature  among  them. 

XX. 


A  young  Man  who  was  aElive  in  abufing  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  was 

f mitt  in  immediately  by  the  hand  of  the  Lord. 

According  to  our  beft  Information  on  the  23d  of  April ,  or  the  29th  ot 
May  1661,  when  the  Peopleof  Grantham  in  the  County  of-  Lincoln ,  weie 

aifembled  at  the  Bonfires,  which  were  made  in  that  Town,  a  mar!  v^as 

very  forward  in  abuling  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant, and  did  hang  it  up 
upon  a  Sign  Port,  or  Gibbet  provided  for  that  purpofe.  It  pleafed  the  Lord 
immediately  to  ftrike  hi*  with  a  Sente  of  what  he  had  done,  and  as  he  is 
worn  aivay  to  nothing  but  Skin  and  Banes:  and  whethet  ne  is  „ow  hvjnb 

no,  we  can  give  no  certain  account. 

1  RE  MARKS.  .  , 

To  rail,  or  to  revile,  to  perfecute  (  as  the  Compilers  are  pleas  d  to  teim 
it)  a  No»- conform jl  godly  Mivtifter,  to  India  him  to  oe  a  \\  ltnefs  agatnft 
him  nay  even  to  tale  poneOion  of  what  belong'd  to.  Man  before,  are  (as 
they’ will  have  it )  fuch  deteftable  Crimes,  as  muft  infallibly  be  attended 
with  God’s  immediate  Judgment  upon  thofe  that  attempt  any  tlnng  (th^ 
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never  fo  juftifiable  in  it  felf)  againft  God's  pretended  Favourite  Servant?, 
Hence  it  is,  that  you  fee  their  Enemies,  home  to  breaks,  their  Necks ,  feme  to 
be  Drowned ,  forne  to  be  /truck ;  by  Thunder  dnd  Lightning ,  and  Tome  to  be 
taken  off  by  other  Fatal  Accidents.  Thefe  are  the  Miracles  wrought  (and  that 
in  a  little  time)  by  the  Saints  upon  Earth ,  or  rather  by  the  Earthly  Saints \  A 
rare  Stratagem  indeed,  to  deter  Mankind  from  touching  their  Copy-Hold \  at 
a  juncture  when  the  Face  of  Affairs  being  changed,  the  Epifcopal  Clergy  be¬ 
gan  to  make  ufe  of  the  Jus  Tailonis ,  and  Repntundarium,  i.  e.  To  retaliate  up¬ 
on  the  Non- conformist  $  their  former  Injuries ,  and  to  retake  PoCidhon  of  what 
had  been  taken  from  them  before*  However  hitherto  thefe  Gentlemen 
thought  fit  to  keep  thernfelves  within  the  Compafs  of  the  Perfons  Benefices, 
and  the  exercife  of  the  Religious  Functions  of  the  Non- conforming  Minifters, 
but  in  this  Relation  they  mount  higher  ;  The  holy  and  pious  Solemn  League 
and  Covenant,  which  was  the  Foundation-Pillar  on  which  they  built  all  thole 
Mon  ft rom  Projects,  which  caufed  all  the  Miferiss  and  Devastations^  during 
the  Civil  Troubles  in  thefe  Kingdoms,  can’t  be  affronted  by  a  young  Lad, 
without  feeling  the  heavy  and  immediate  Effects  of  Divine  Vengeance  !  I 
can’t  forbear  upon  this  Occafton,  to  be  ( very  Frank  with  thefe  Gentlemen, 
and  to  tell  them,  that,  if  they  expected  a  Relation  of  rhis  Nature  to  pafs 
for  Current  (notwithftanding their  Proteflations)  in  all  its  Circumflances  with 
the  fenfible  Part  of  Mankind,  they  mull  have  alledg’d  more  Convincing 
Proofs ,  than  what  proceeds  from  their  bed  Informations  ;  and,  lince  in  this, 
as  well  as  in  Jome  other  Accounts  inlerted  in  this  Treatife,  they  have  out¬ 
done  moft  or  the  Popijh  Legends ,  they  will  for  Good  Manners  fake,  not  ex-» 
claim  with  fo  much  Bitternefs and  Violence  (as  they  ufed  to  do)  againft  their 
pretended  Miracles, 


Two  IVitneffes  againft  a  godly  Non- conforming  0Mnifter,  the  one  hilled  the  other. 

About  the  middle  of  April  1661,  one  Mr.  Revel  Minifter  of  ZJval  in  Corn- 
wai,  being  much  maligned  by  lome  malicious  Neighbours  for  his  Averfnels 
to  the  Service  Book  ,  was  by  them  Indicted  at  the  Seiko  ns  for  fome  Seditious 
uFords,  pretended  to  be  fpoken  by  him.  Two  perfons  efuecially  were  de¬ 
pended  upon  to  make  Oath  again  ft  him,  and  to  prove  the  indictment.  But 
before  the  time  of  the  Sefiions  was  come,  there  happen’d  to  be  a  Meeting  of 
leveral  People  to  make  Merry  (as  they  call  it)  at  or  near  the  Town  before- 
mentioned  5  Several  of  them  continued  together  drinking  and  rioting  all  the 
^  them  were  the  two  intended  Wirneftes,  againft  the  faid 

godly  Minuter  >  and  indifeourfe  together  about  their  Manhood,  they  began 
ro  quarrel,  and  the  one  challenged  the  other  to  wreftle  with  him,  which 
was  accepted,  and  the  Challenger  was  thrown  by  the  other,  which  did  fo 
provoke  him,  that  arifing  from  the  ground,  he  laid  hold  on  a  Rapier  which 
Tnm/pehandof  ?ne  f^e  ganders,  and  therewith  immediately  kill- 

befthInfonrTr‘W,tn|fS,l.and  f?lthw'th  fled  for  his  Life,  and  according  fo  our 
Oeltli, formation,  hath  not  fmee  been  heard  of.  By  which  Providence  the 

tfZrVSTH  f  Mr.  Revel  fell  to  the  ground,  and  fo  an 

Piofecutors  f  Of  $  t"5  eminent  hand  of  the  Lord  againft  his  malicious 
rioiecutors.  Ur  the  i  ruth  hereof  we  have  receiv’d  clear  and  fufficient  Te- 

•larts!^  *1'om'Pef^s’  Prudence,  and  imbieimflTd  Reputation  in  thefe 


RE- 
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Here  is  a  repeated  Inftance  of  the  Misfortunes  falTn  upon  two  perfons,  who 
intended  co  profecute  a  Non- conforming  Minifter,  for  his  Averfednefs  to  the 
Service- Boo^  Thefe  two  per  fens  are  not  accufed  of  any  Debgn  of  Perjury 
again  if  a  perfon,  who  flood  Indicted  for  Seditious  Words  fpoken  by  him,  fo 
I  can't  fee  how  this  Cafe  can  be  apply’d  to  what  they  infer  rhence  at  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  this  Relation,  viz,.  That  by  Providence  and  by  the  eminent'  hand  of 
the-Lord,  an  innocent  Perfon  was  preferred :  For,  had  he  been  actually  as  innocent 
as  they  would  make  us  believe,  the  Witneffes  intending  to  make  Oath  againft 
hiirgmuit  have  been  forfworn  Wretches,  which,  if  they  could  have  been  prev’d 
-robe,  no  queftion  thefe  Compilers  would  in  this  place  as  w^il  f as  they  have 
done  in  feveral  others) ftrerchk  the  point  to  the  utmoft,  to  clear  thelnnocexcs of 
a  Non  conforming  Minifter ,  either  by  undeniable  Matter  of  Fad,  or  at  leaft  by 
fome  probable  Circutiiitances,  atteixedby  credibleand  unbyafs’d  Persons.  But 
this  being  not  done,  l  hops  they  will  pardon  its,  if  we  cank  be  fo  fully  per- 
fwaded  of  his  Innocency,  as  to  imagine,  that  God's  Providence  had  in  a  pe¬ 
culiar  manner,  a  hand  in  his  Deliverance  ;  but  that  the  ill  Chance^  and  perhaps 
alfoGWj-  Punijhment,  that  befell  thefe  two  intended  ^Witneffes  before  the 
Tryd  of  the  faid  Teacher,  mull  be  confidered  as  an  Efretl  or  Confequence, 
of  their  Rioting  and  Hard  Drinking  all  night,  which  made  them  firll  enter 
upon  that  foolijfh  Difpute  about  their  Manhood,  and  afterwards  railed  in  one 
of  them  a  Spirit  of  Revenge ,  to  fuch  a  pitch,  as  not  to  be  latisfied  without 
the  Murthering  of  the  other.  In  the  whole,  I  fee  nothing  iike  a  Miracle  here, 
fuch  like  Difafters,  occafioned  by  the  irregular  Living,  and  exceflive  Pafliop's 
of  Mai,  are  fo  frequent,  that  they  can’t  in  the  lead  be  reckon’d  among  Mi¬ 
raculous  Accidents ;  no  more  than  the  Deliverance  of  the  Non- confer  mi fl  Mi¬ 
nifler  from  his  Fiofecution,  fince  we  often  fee  the  worfl  of  Alifcreants  efcape 
condign  Punifhment,  by  fome  Accident  or  other,  befaln  thofe,  that  were 
to  be  W  itnelfes  againft  them. 


A  Canonical  and  Conformable  Parfon  who  had  uttered  a  flalfe  and  lying  Divina¬ 
tion,  was  fmitten  with  a  Cancerous  Diftemper  in  his  Mouth  and  Throat,  where¬ 
by  his  Tongue  Rotted  in  his  Head ,  by  which  means  he  foon  after  died . 

At  Stradgwell,  or  Stradifhaf  in  tire  County  of  Suffolk one  Mr.  William 
ProPlor ,  a  Canonical  Conformable  Pried,  who  was  formerly  Ejected  thence 
upon  Articles  of  Scandal,  as  Drunkennefs.,  Suborning  to  Perjury  ,  Qrc. 
line©  the  late  Revolution,  was  reftored  to  the  (aid  Piace  and  Living  of 
Stradijhall  again,  where  in  his  room,  one  Mr.  William  Folkes  a  very  able  god-* 
ly  Minifter,  had  been  long  fettled  by  Sequeft ration  *7  whofe  abode  and  (lay 
there  was  much  defired  by  the  Inhabitants,  who,  that  they  might  enjoy  the 
Gofpel  by  his  Miniftry,  profer’d  a  conftderable  Maintenance  to  the  faid  Mr„ 
Prottor,  upon  condition  he  would  keep  to  his  other  Living  (  whereof  he  was 
then  poflefs’d  )  and  not  difplace  the  faid  godly  Minifter  whom  they  lo  de¬ 
fired.  -  But  he  totally  reie6ted  this  fair  Propofal,  and  did  force  himfelr  up¬ 
on  the  People  without  their  Confent,  pretending  that  he  had  a  Revelation 
For  it,  and  that  it  was  Revealed  unto  him  that  he  ftiould  come  into  his 
Living  of  Stradifhal  again,  and  fhould  enjoy  it  fo  long  as  he  had  been  e~ 
jected  out  of  it,  which  was  about  1 6  Tears.  But  in  a  fhort  time  after,  a?- 
bout  the  Month  of  Alar ch  or  April  i66x,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to.  unite  fum 
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-i  r,r,  Wk  Diftemper  in  his  Mouth  and  Throat,  fo  that  his  Tongue 
with  a  Cantetous  .  •  .  .  ^  Divination)  Rotted  in  his  Head,  whereof  he 

(wmch  naa  WaseM)ired.  The  truth  of  this  is  attefted  by  moil  of 

SSftants  of  the  faid  Pariflt,  who  were  both  Eye  and  Ear-witnefles 

of  feveral  Pallages  in  this  Reittuoii^  ^  ^  ^  iS 

We  are  now  come  to  a  downright  Quarrel  betwixt  a  Corneal i  and  Con? 
formdle  Parfon,  and  a  very  able  and  godly  Non- conforming  Mtmfler  And 
which  of  theie  two  do  you  think,  is  likely  to  prove  the  bell  Man  .  I  could 
have  old  you  without  looking  far  into  the  Relation  that  it  was  the  La  , 
Fo7  the  Gentlemen  who  were  the  Compilers  ot  this  Treatife  nave  Carefully 
avoided  to  Five  us  as  much  as  one  Inftance  to  the  contrary.  You  vvillper- 
•'  Ds  wonder  how  the  Canonical  Minifter  came  to  have  the  worft  on  t,  fince 
it  feems  he  only  challenged  what  had  been  his  1 6  Years  before,  and  was 
accordingly  reftored  to  his  Living.  Hold,  fays  the  Non  conform, tl  Par  y, he 
w's  Eiefled  for  Scandal,  Brunkennefs,  and  Suborning  to  Perjury,  but .this 
oimht  to  be  Proved  by  unqueftionable  Evidences,  fince  his  Reiteration  feems 

to  intimate  die  Conti  ary,  it  being  more  than  Pr°S‘\^urethet0^lledke 
■fr,rmin<?  Aiimtler  and  his  Party^  would  not  fail  at  that  Juncture,  to  aliedge 

SieTe Thiras  in  Oppoiition  to  his  R  eftoration.  But,  reply  they  he  got  the 
g*  t«  of8is  (by  attended  Revelation)  before  the  ffbrU,  tho*  not  before 
God  For  the  lord  did  finite  him  with  a  Cancerom  Dftemfer  whereof  he  died 
IntlfaTiar.  It  is  a  Riddle  to  me,  how  a  Man  of  uch  aChmaer  as  he 
represented  by  them,  in  the  beginning  of  this  Relation,  ihould  hav  e  mch  an 
Influence  upon  the  People,  as  to  make  his  pretended  Prophecy  pafs  curren, 
among  them  ;  certainly  they  had  a  much  better  Opinion  of  him,  and  con- 
fequenriy  their  Accufation  refts  upon  as  flippery  Foundation,  as  the  Confe- 
quence  tney  draw  thence,  of  his  being  fmitten  by  the  hand  of  God  ;  whai 
convinces  me  the  more  in  this  Point,  is,  that  the  Career  being  ffpr  the  mo 
part)  a  lingring  Dillemper,  and  appearing  Protern- like,  under  yauous  Shapes 
before  it  is  truly  difeover'd  funlefs  by  a  very  Judicious  Phyhcran  oi  C.i^  ^ 
peon )  it  is  very  probable,  they  might  be  mnleo  into  an  Euci,  that  th 
Cancer  broke  one  about  the  time  mentioned  in  the  Relation,  wheieas  it  h*j 
lain  undifeovered  for  a  confiderable  time  before,  and  coniequently  there  i 

nothin^  that  refemhles  a  Miracle  in  the  Cafe. 

XXIII. 

Some  New  Conformlfts  taken  may  ffiddenly  by  Death. 

Several  Minilters,  to  the  number  of  fix  or  (even  who  lived  not  far  fror 
Chichefier,  in  the  County  of  Suffix,  renouncing  then  formei  Oioinatio 
and  entring  into  Epifcopal  Orders;  and  in  other  particulars  alfo,  fliewin 
their  fudden  Zeal  for  Conformity,  were  in  a  very  Ihort  time  aitei  taken, 
wav  by  Death,  to  the  aftonilhroent  of  the  Inhabitants  theie,  who  tot 
great  notice  of  the  hand  of  the  Lord  in  that  paflage  o»  his  Piovidence. 
b  XXIV. 

Five  New- Conforming  young  Minifters ,  who  lived  near  together,  were,  all  fu, 

denly  taken  away  by  Death. 

y  Alfo  in  Dorfetfhlre,  and  not  far  from  Dorchefter,  five  young  men,  ye 
eager  and  hot  Conformifb,  who  were  newly  fettled  in  Livings  near  each  < 
ther,  were  fuddenly,  and  almoft  altogether,  taken  away  by  death,  whi 
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is  very  much  obferved  And  fpoken  of  by  the  People  in  theft- parts,  where  it 
is  cafe  for  any  one  to  receive  Satisfa&ion  about  the  truth  of  the  Relation, 

XXV. 

A  Mini  [ter  heretofore  forward  for  Reformation,  and  fuddenly  turn  d  Con  for* 
miff,  was  {trucks  with  Frenzy  and  Madnefs,  and  remains  [till  in  the  fame 
Condition . 

One  Mr.  Allen  a  Minifler,  who  had  a  Living  near  a  Town  call'd  Gcdliman 
in  Surry ,  where  he  was  very  well  accepted  among!!  the  People,  and  feemed 
to  be  very  zealous  for  Reformation  againfl  Superftitious  Epifcopal  Confor¬ 
mity  :  but  being  overcome  by  feme  Temptations,  began  to  Conform  5  and 
had  no  fooner  done  it,  but  his  Conference  began  to  fly  in  his  face,  and  he 
lay  under  very  great  trouble  and  anguifh  of  Soul,  and  grew  exceeding  roe- 
Jancholly,  which  ended  in  perfeft  Diftra&ion,  and  according  to  our  belt  In¬ 
formation,  he  continues  raving  mad  to  this  day,  and  is  become  a  burden  to 
himfelf,  and  a~' fad  Spe&acie  to  all  his  Friends  and  Acquaintance ;  but  we 
hope  an  Example  to  all,  to  engage  them  to  take  heed  of  the  kail  Violation 
of  Confidence,  tho’  it  be  to  preferve  either  Life  or  Livelihood  in  this  World. 

XXVI. 

While  a  Canonical  Parfon  was  upon  his  Knees  eating  the  Confecrated  Breads  the- 
Ground  funk  under  him ,  and  he  fell  in  up  to  his  Middle . 

By  Letters  bearing  date  the  3  of  February  1661,  we  are  certified  by  very 
good  hands,  that  not  far  from  porchefter ,  a  Conformable  Parfon,  was,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Canon,  Celebrating  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and 
while  he  himfelf  was  down  upon  his  knees  eating  the  Confecrated  Bread, 
the  Ground  funk  under  him,  and  he  into  the  fame  down  to  his  middle,  to 
the  Afloniihment  of  thofe  three  or  four  Communicants  who  joyn’d  w  ith 
him  at  that  time.  This  is  much  talk’d  of,  and  fmiid  at  by  many,  becaufe 
it  was  his  Wives  Grave,  which  he  kneeled  fomewhat  too  heavy  upon0 

XXVII. 

A  New  Ccnformifts  Wife  drowned  her  felf  in  a  Pool. 

Much  about  the  fame  time,  Mrs,  Oahe  the  Minifter’s  Wife  of  Clifton ,  in  the 
County  of  Darfet ,  who  is  a  New  Conformift ,  leaped  into  a  Pool,  and 
drowned  her  felf:  The  truth  whereof  is  confirmed  by  Letters  from  Perfotffc- 
of  unqueftionable  Reputation,  who  are  of  the  Neighbourhood, 

RE M ARKS . 

Tbefe  feveral  preceding  Narratives  or  Stories ,  relating  to  divers  Minlftcrs " 
who  Conform’d  to  the  Church  of  England,  being  a  Continuation  of  the  for-, 
mer  Colleftion  of  Matters  of  the  fame  Nature,  appear  to  be  undeniable  In- 
fiances  of  what  I  had  occaflon  so  hint  at  before  in  divers  pafiages  of  our  Re¬ 
marks,  viz,.  That  unlefs  they  iliew’d  more  Impartiality  in  reference  to  the 
Church  of  England ,  in  their  Relation,  they  would  (notwithftanding  all  their 
Solemn  Proteftations)  not  efcape  the  Juft  Ceyfure  of  the  unbyafs’d  Reader* 
They  are  lb  far  from  purfuing  this  Method  in  thefe  as  well  as  in  moil  of  the  - 
enfuing  Accounts  concerning  the  Judgments  of  God,  8c  c.  that  on  the  contrary, 
they  now  make  the  Returning  of  a  Man  to  the  fame  Church ,  in  which  he  was 
happily  Educated,  and  from  which  he  had  been  perhaps  milled  by  Weaknep' 
or  the  Inftn nations  of  a  Beguiling  Generation  j  or  the  Conforming  of  a  Perfon 
upon  better  Information  or  Confederations,  a  Crime,  not  to  be  expiated^  with 

any  thing  lefs,  than  the  Peculiar,  Viftble^  and  Immediate  Effefts  of  God  s  Ven¬ 
geance*  - 
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gcavce*  They  had  hitherto  kept  within  certain  bounds  of  Modedy,  by  colic  h- 
1  ng  their  Fjmom  Zeal  againfl  the  Church  of  England.,  under  various  Crimes, 
hnch  as  Perjury ,  Subornations t  are  laid  to  the  Charge  of  its  Minivers  and  Fro- 
feilbr.s ;  but  now  finding  the  poyfoned  Bait  greedily  (wallow'd  by  the  Giddy 
and  Ignorant  Multitude,  they  judged  it  feafOnable,  to/take  off  the  , 

and  bare- faced  to  Affert,  that  the  Conforming  to  the  National  Eftablijhed 
Church ,  is  to  be  plac'd  in  the  fame  Rank  with  the  word  of  Crimes. 

To  put  this  beyond  all  Contradi&ion,  we  need  but  to  look  back  into  the 
words  of  the  Preface  (  prefix’d  to  thefe  lad  Relations)  wherein  they  are  fc\ 
far  from  Difgmfing  their  Defign  under  the  Vaii  of  bringing  others  to  Re¬ 
pentance,  and  making  this  the  main  Aim  funder  moil  Solemn  Imprecations) 
of  publishing  thefe  Relations,  that  they  launch  out  into  mold  bitfer  Exprel- 
fions,  and  unaccountable  InVeblives  againd  fuch  as  after  the  Reft  ass  rat  ion,  did 
Conform  to  the  Church  of  England,  They  ftiie  them  Renegadocs ,  rrho  againfc 
all  Principles  of  Light,  Conference,  and  Ingenuity ,  have  received  the  Mar \  of  the 
Beaff,  at  leaf  in  their  right  Hands ,  if  not  in  their  Foreheads  affo,  and  have  moft 
(hamefully  defected  their  Colours,  They  llile  the  Rites  and  Ceremonies  re¬ 
ceiv’d  and  ufed  in  the  Church  of  England ,  the  moft  Ridiculous,  Exploded,  and 
Qkfolete ,  Super (iitiom  Fopperies ,  they  compare  thofe  that  Conform  to  it  (after 
the  Reflauration )  to  Judas  and  Julian  the  Apoftate j  and  aiTerc  boldly  and  po¬ 
sitively,  That  the  Lord  hath  made  fcveral  of  them  ( upon  that  account J  very pub- 
hlic\  and  eminent  Examples  of  his  fore  Difpleafure and  hath  fet  them  up  as  fo  ma- 
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avoid  foe  no  eg  upon  rmi.cn  tfoeje  /wen  rcerejput ,  and  Jo  nave  made  Jbipwracg  of 
Faith  and  of  a  good  CcnfcienceAt  is  aimed  (urprizing,how  a  Sett  of  People  that 
pretend  fo  much  to  Charity  and  Peaceable  Dlfpofitions ,  fhould  have  the  Face, 
to  a<d  fo  far  contrary  to  it,  as  to  give  mod  Reviling  Names  to  the  National 
Eftablifhed  Church ,  under  the  fame  Government  whereof,  they  enjoy  the 
protection  both  in  their  Perfons  and  E dates  5  and  that  for  no  other  .reafon, 
but  became  they  differ  in  fome  External  and  Ceremonial  Parts,  fince  it  is 
agreed  among  them,  that  their  Difference  is  not  in  any  Eflential  Points  of 
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Religion.  I  would  ask. thefe  Gentlemen,  whether  this  favours  not  mere  of 
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a  Furious  Zeal,  and  perhaps  alfo  of  Self- Intered,  than  of  a  Real  and  Sin¬ 
cere  Intention  of  Converting  others  ?  And  whether  it  is  potfible,  that  to 
charge  the  Confor ro i n g  Cl er gy  with  having  made  Shipwracf  of  Faith  ’and  Con - 
fcience  in  Matters  indifferent  in  themfelves,  is  the  way  to  reduce  them  to 
the  Non -conforms ft  s  Party  ?  If  they  will  Refleft  without  Prejudice  upon  the 
Matter,  they  will  be  Convinc’d,  they  have  taken  a  wrong  Courfe,  fince  it 
is  not  Railing  and  Invective  Expreffions,  but  Strength  of  Argument,  ac¬ 
company ’d  with  a  mild  and  well  temper’d  Difpofition,  that  is  likely  to  con¬ 
vince  Mens  Opinions,  in  their  Erroneous  Practices  p  How  far,  or  whether 
at  all,  the  Conforming  Miniders  after  the  Reflauration ,  were,  guilty  of  any 
Error  as  to  that  Point,  is  not  my  Bufinefs  to  determine  (that  Part  being  to 
be  left  to  every  man’s  own  Conference  )  but  this  I  think  I  may  boldly  fay, 
that  fuppofing  the  Nomconformids  to  be  in  the  right,  the  Method  taken  by 
the  Compilers  of ‘thefe  Relations,  appear  to  all  unbyafs’d  Judges,  adapted 
rather  to  Impofe  upon  the  Ignorant  Multitude,  who  being  ftfhienced  rather 
by  Fear  than,  the  true  Dilates  of  Reafon,  might  confequetitly  by  fuel!  Bread- 
-  j**  Examples  of  God's  Judgment  (  as  they  repre Rnt  them  )  be  deterrd  fiom 

deferring 


which  they  had  either  been  Inveigled  or  Snatch’d  away  before.  This  being 
the  beib,  and,  as  I  may  fay,  the  moll  Charitable  Conftrul'tion  the  Cate  wi-* 
admit  of,  we  mull  look  upon  thefe  Relations  like  the  Legends  cf  the  Roman 
Catholickst  and  that  they  thought  fit  to  follow  their  Footiteps,  in  making 
life  of  what  they  call  Rios  Fraudes,  or  Religions  Cheats ,  to  keep  the  People 
in  Awe,  and  that  confequently  the  Government  could  not  without  Inyukice 
be  blam'd  (as  they  feem  to  do  both  at  the  Beginning  and  Conclusion  of  t .»us 
TreatileJ  for  keeping  a  watchful  Eye  over  the  Prefs ,  to  prevent  its  being 
ufher'd  into  the  World.  This  will  appear  more  evident,  if  we  cak  but  an 
Eye  upon  the  Relations  themfelves.  In  the  fir  ft  they  tell  you  of  6  or  7  Mi- 
nifters  near  Chichefler ,  who  renounced  their  former  Or  dination ,  and  entred  into 
Epifcoyal  Orders ,  and  were  in  a  very  Jhort  time  fnatcb'd  away  by  Death %  In 
the  fecond,  they  tell  you  the  fame  Story  of  5  young  hot  Conformifts,  not  far 
from  Dorchefter,  fuadenly ,  and  almofi  altogether  taken  away  by  Deatn.^  £\o 
queftion  but  they  inferred  thefe  Accounts,  with  an  Intent  to  back  their  Af- 
fertion  in  the  Preface,  concerning  the  Froverb  among  the  Bohemians  ttujjites > 
That  if  a  man  were  weary  of  his  Life,  he  need  but  attempt  fome thing  a- 
gainft  the  Piccar dines  (for  fo  they  call’d  them)  and  he  fhoulu  not  out'  live  a 
Year;  How  far  the  Cafe  of  the  HuJJites  might  be  compar  d  or  appiy  d  to 
theirs,  I  will  not  examine  at  prefent,  but  this  I  may  affirm  without  i  reium- 
ption,  that  in  cafe  they  would  have  the  Judicious  Reader  to  draw  any  lolia 
Corfequence  from  thence  in  their  behalf,  they  ought  to  have  been  much 
more  Circumftantiai  in  their  Relations,  and  prov’d  the  whole. by  bet tei  Evi¬ 
dences  than  their  own  After  tion  »  In  the  third  of  thefe  Narrations  s  they  nave, 
I  muft  own,  been  more  careful  in  this  Point,  by  inferring  the  Name  ana 
Place  of  Abode  of  a  certain  Minifter ,  who  after  having  been  very  jealous 
againft  Superfluous  Epifcopal  Conformity ,  begins  to  Conform,  turns  Melan- 
cholly,  and  at  kft  qu  te  Diftracled.  I  wifh  they  had  given  us  fome  cei  tain 
Civcumftances  (attefted  by  the  Friends  of  the  faid  Minifter)  ftiewing  it 1  wia 
manner  the  Trouble  And  Anguijh  of  his  Soul ,  as  the  Effects  of  his  difturbedCon- 
Science ,  did  manifeft  themfelves,  and  by  what  Heps  or  degrees  it  was  1*1 1  e  , 
firft  to  a  Melancholly ,  and  at  la  ft,  to  a  dift  rafted  Condition.  Thefe  things  ia  il¬ 
ly  reprefented,  would  have  put  the  whole  into  a  clear  light ;  wheieas  wi  »- 
out  them,  we  can  have  only  a  confufed  Notion  of  a  thing,  which  in“ea 
God’s  Peculiar  Judgment,  as  they  would  have  it,  may  upon  due  Examination 
prove  no  more  than  the  Natural  Confequence  ot  a  .Melancholy  JJiJpojii  9 
which  being  heightned,  and  the  Humour  piit  into  a  Ferment  by  me  "P  ft 
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XXVIII. 

A  Ailmfter,  heretofore  forward  for  Reformation,  while  he  was  Aimini firing  the 
Sacrament  according  to  the  Canon ,  was  /truck,  Dumb,  and  a  Gentleman  who 
was  chiefly  Inftrumental  to  perfwade  him  to  it ,  (truck,  with  Aladnefs, 

About  the  beginning  of  • March  1661 ,  one  Mr  Johnfon  a  Minifter,  who 
came  out  of  Ireland,  and  was  placed  at  a  Town  called  Ranches ,  or  Lancr as, 
near  Bid di ford  in  the  County  of  Devon,  was  much  importuned  by  the  Pa- 
ri'fhioners,  and  more  especially  by  one  Mr.  Hutchins  (who  did  urge  him  w  ith 
greater  Violence  than  all  the  reftj  to  Adminifter  the  Sacrament  in  a  promis¬ 
cuous  way,  and  according  to  the  Canon.  He  for  a  while  refilled  their  Im¬ 
portunity,  and  being  a  man  very  much  for  Reformation,  and  unwilling  to 
to  gratify  them  in  their  demands,  eipecially  upon  the  terms  which  the  Pa* 
ri.jfliio.ners  with  fb  much  violence  infilled  on.  But  at  length  he  was  per- 
f waded ^to  do  it,  and.  cold  them,  that  if  they  would  buy  Bread  and  Wine, 
he  would  adminifler  it  to  them  5  which  accordingly  was  perform'd  on  their 
parr.  And  when  the  day  came,  he  pro:eeded  to  the  Celebration  cf  the  Or¬ 
dinance  j  and  while  he  was  engaged  in  the  work,  or  immediately  after,  he 
was  fmitten  Dumb  in  the  place,  and  fo  continues  to  this  day :  He  only 
makes  a  noife  with  his  Tongue,  and  feems  to  be  defirous  to  fpeak,  but  can¬ 
not.  The  other  Perfon,  viz,.  Mr.  Hutchins .  w'ho  was  fo  zealous  in  the  bufi- 
nels,  was  alfo'  at  the  fame  time  bereft  of  his  Senfes,  and  went  forth  Cur¬ 
ling  and  Swearing,  and  remains  outragioufly  Mad  to  this  day.  Such  as  were 
Eye-witnefles  of  this  fad  Difpenfation,  have  given  us  afTurance  of  the  truth 
of  it. 


XXIX. 

A  Kew- conforming  Minifter  ft  range  ly  tempted  to  ride  over  a  poor  Woman  in  the 
Road ,  and  fo  to  wound  her,  that  within  a  few  days  after  floe  died. 

In  the  beginning  of  March  1661  ,  one  Mr.  Polewheele ,  Minifter  of  Tave- 
ftock, ,  in  the  County  of  Devon,  a  very  zealous  Non-conformift,  was  charg’d 
by  feme  violent  and  malicious  Perfon,  for  fpeaking  fome  Treasonable  or  Se¬ 
ditious  words:  To  appeafe  the  Clamour  that  was  hereby  made  againit  him, 
and  to  pacifie  his  Accufers ,  the  next  Lord’s  Day  after  ,  he  read  the 
Common-Prayer- Book,  which,  according  to  his  expectation,  provd  an  ef¬ 
fectual  Expedient  to  attain  the  end  which  he  propofed  to  himfelf  in  doing  of 
it.  But  the  following  Week,  this  man,  upon  occafion.  Riding  from  home, 
overtook  a  poor  Woman  travelling  on  foot  upon  the  Road  ;  when  he  came 
tip  with  her,he  told  her, he  muft  ride  over  her:Ride  over  me  Sir,  (kid  the  Woman) 
What  needs  that  ?  The  Way  is  broad  enough  for  us  both.  That  is  all  one(f, aid  he)/  will 
nde  over  thee  :  and  then  fets  fpurs  to  his  Horfe  and  bare  her  down,  and  rode 
over  her  indeed  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  gave  her  feveral  Blows  with  his  Staff 
whereby  me  was  johurt  and  wounded,,  that  within  two  days  after  the  poor 
v;  oman  died.  Whether  the  Law  hath  proceeded  againll  him  the  laft  Affize« 
we  have  not  as  yet  received  any  certain  account. 

remark  s. 


Here  you  have  two  Stories  much  of  the  fame  Stamp  with  the  former 
fhew  that  nothing  but  immediate  Pumfhment  of  God,  and  that  in 
a  molt  peculiar  manner,  can  attend  thofe,  who  from  being  Non  Conform i ft s 

?npnfl!firLUwVfLbe  nCOnClled  ??  thLe  Ceremonies  of  the  Eflablifh’d  Church  l 
luppoling  wve  Should  agree  with  them  m  certain  Refpe&s,  in  w/hat  they  af- 
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fert  in  their  Preface  J  That  as  Chrifi  is  Piorum  Rapes,  i.  A  rod^cf  Refuge 
to  bis  People,  fo  he  is  Reorum  Scop  alas,  A  rock  of  Revenge  to  Perfecutors  to  fplit 
them  in  Pieces .  I  hope  they  will  not  have  fo  much  Prefumption,  as  to  make 
the  Application  for  themfelves,  but  leave  the  Determination  of  the  fame  to 
unbyafs’d  Judges,  unlefs  they  could  prove  beyond  all  Contradiction.,  that 
they  were  the  only  true  People  of  God,  and  the  Conformifis  the  direful  Objects 
of  God’s  immediate  Vengeance.  To  prove  this,  they  will  find  a  very  diffi¬ 
cult  Task,  and  I  am  fure  the  Method  they  have  taken  in  thefe  Treadles,' 
will  evince  nothing  like  it ;  For,  if  they  will  needs  innft  upon  the  various 
Dilfafters  and  Accidents  of  Humane  Life ,  befaln  thole  of  the  Church  Party , 
and  Interpret  them  (tho’  with  what  Authority  I  can’t  fee)  as  peculiar  Judg¬ 
ments  of  God;  if,  I  fay,  they  will  reprefent  thofe  infallible  Jp£ar\s  of  God’s 
Difpleaiure  againft  certain  People  or  FaClion,  I  muff  ask  them,  Whether 
they  can  have  Vanity  enough  to  imagine  that  the  Non-conformift  Party  has 
been  exempted  from  fuch  like  Fatalities?  Had  they  not  then  but  of  late 
Years  fufficiently  felt  the  heavy  hand  of  God’s  Judgments,  when  after  an 
Arbitrary  Sway  and  ZJfurpation  of  feveral  Years,  they  at  laff,  chiefly  "by  their 
own  Inteftine  Jars ,  Divifions  and  Animofities,  brought  about  the  Reilaura~ 
tion  of  K.  Charles  II.  and  the  Church  of  England  ?  As  this  Grand  Revolution 
was  attended  with  the  Overthow  of  their  pretended  Ecclefiaftical  and  Civil 
Power  (which  thereby  became  precarious  to  their  Enemies)  and  the  Ring- 
Leaders  of  their  Fattion  paid  for  it  with  their  Lives  (after  a  molt  Ignomini¬ 
ous  manner)  fo  I  can’t  imagine  with  what  face  they  could  obtrude  upon 
the  World,  thefe  Relations  of  God’s  pretended  Judgments  upon  the  Con - 
formifts,  without  making  the  leall  mention  of  fuch  as  related  to  their  own 
Party.  Since  then  according  to  their  own  Rules  prefcribed  here,  they  can’t 
be  the  Lord’s  People  (becaufe  they  have  not  been  exempted  from  the  Judg¬ 
ments  no  more  than  others)  they  will  I  hope  excufe  us,  if  we  don’t  joyn 
with  them  in  their  Applications.  What  they  tell  us  of  a  Minifter  who  Con¬ 
formed  to  the  Church  of  England,  being  itruek  Dumb,  will  bear  but_  little 
Weight,  after  what  has  been  laid,  unlefs  they  had  by  undeniable  Evidences 
proved  the  Matter  of  Fad,  in  that  Circumftan ce  efpeciaily,  which  relates  to 
his  being  Smitten  Dumb  in  the  Place  while  he  was  Celebrating  the  Ordinance  ; 
for  fince  by  the  feveral  indirect  Ways  and  Methods  made  ufe  of  in  many  of 
the  preceding  Accounts,  and  fufficiently  difeoverd  in  our  Remarks ,  they 
have  forfeited  all  their  Reputation  of  being  Impartial,  How  can  they  blame 
the  unbyaf’d  Reader,  if  he  gives  but  little  Credit  to  fuch  like  Relations, 
except  they  find  the  fame  to  be  acteited  by  Wirnefles  of  unqueitionable  Cre¬ 
dit?  The  fame  ought  to  be  apply 'd  to  Mr.  Hutchins  Cafe  ;  Had  thefe  Com¬ 
pilers  confider’d. how  many  Stories  of  this  nature  are  printed  and  pubiifh’d, 
which  upon  enquiry  prove  either  forged,  or  at  leall  Faife  in  many  GircUm- 
Itances,  they  would  fcarce  have  prefum’d  to  impofe  thus  far  upon  the  Cre¬ 
dulity  of  the  Judicious  Readers,  as  to  make  them  take  their  Word  for  it, 
unlefs  they  had  been  pleafed  to  have  inferred  the  Names,  Places  of  Abode, 
and  true  Characters  of  their  pretended  Eye-wltnefes.  This  will  appear  more 
evident  Lorn  the  following  Account  (  Nov.  30;  )  which  under  the  Circum- 
ltances  if  is  related,  is  fo  ridiculous  and  inconfiftent  with^  Reafan,  that  they 
ought  to  have  produced  a  whole  Troop  of  Witnelies,  and  thofe  a  To  of  un- 
aueftionable  Reputation,  to  make  it  go  down  with  the  more  Underlianding 
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Sort  of  People.  How  can  it  be  conceiv'd,  that  a  Man,  who  is  reprefented 
even  in  the  Relation  it  felf,  neither  as  Mad  nor  Drunk,  fhould  without  the 
lead  Provocation  given  him,  ride  over  a  poor  Woman  on  .Foot  in  the  High*- 
way,  and  after  that  wound  her  with  his  Stall  to  fuch  degree,  as  that  lire  died 
in  two  days  after.  But  what  is  more  Surprizing  than  ali  the  reft,  is,  that  af¬ 
ter  fb  Barbarous  and  Notorious  a  Fa£l,  the  Law  Ihould  not  proceed  againff 
the  Malefactor  ;  they  themfelves  owning  that  they  had  not  as  yet  received  any 
Account  of  that  Point  ;  But  I  think  they  ought  to  have  fufpended  at  lead  the 
Publication  of  this  Relation,  till  they  could  have  received  fuch  an  Account, 
which  would  have  put  the  whole  Matter  in  its  true  light  in  all  its  Circum- 
ilances :  w'hich  they  having  not  thought  fit  to  do,  this  Account  mull  be  put 
among  the  red  of  thofe  feverai  others,  wherein  they  manifeflly  betray  their 
too  forward  Zeal  and  Defign  to  brand  the  Church  of  England  and  its  Mini- 
ffcers,  with  Infamy,  to  deter  their  own  Profelytes,  from  joyning  with  them 
in  Communion, 

XXX.  / 

A  New  ~  conform! jl  upon  difeontent  from  what  he  had  done  againjl  his  .Light  and- 

Confcience  t  hanged  himfelf  with  his  Surfngle . 

At  a  Town  call'd  Kai»toni  in  the  County  of  Dorfet ,  not  tar  from  Sherbourn i 
one  Mr.  Palmer  was  Minider,  who  through  the  Importunity  of  fome  of  his 
Acquaintance  and  Relations,  was  prevailed  with  to  read  the  Common- Pray¬ 
er- Book  ;  but  afterward  was  filled  with  much  horror  of  Confidence  for  it, 
and  fpoke  to  a  Friend  to  go  to  fome  godly  People,  and  intreat  them  to  Pray 
for  him  ;  and  withal,  fignified  to  him  the  Caufe  of  his  Trouble  :  But  his 
terrors  and  temptations  encreafing  on  him,  and  falling  into  the  very  depth 
of  defpondency  and  defpair,  did  either  fpeak  or  fend  to  his  Friend  to  delid, 
and  to  fay  nothing  of  what  he  had  told  him  ;  and  within  a  very  ihort  time 
after,  viz.  on  the  7  th  of  March  1661,  did  hang  himfelf  in  his  Chamber  with 
his  Consecrated  Girdle,  vulgarly  call'd  a  Surfngle .  This  fad  Story  is  publick- 
!y  known  throughout  the  Country,  and  hath  afrighted  and  aflonifhed  many 
of  our  late  New-confortnifts  in  thofe  parts#  But  fome,  to  palliate  the  bu- 
iinefs,  have  given  out  that  his  Troubles  did  not  arife  from  any  fenfe  he  had 
of  the  Evil  of  Conforming,  but  becaufe  he  had  lately  laid  out  a  great  deal 
of  Money  upon  a  Purchafe,  which  proved  to  have  a  very  crack’d  Title,  and 
io  was  cheated  of  ali  his  Money.  /  Whether  this  be  true  defaffo,  yea  or  no. 
Is  not  worthy  of  a  difpute,  but  that  it  fhould  be  afligned  as  a  caufe  of  his 
difeontent,  and  of  what  followed  upon  it,  we  can  by  no  means  allow,  in 
regard  of  the  fure  and  undoubted  Evidence  we  have  of  the  truth  of  the- 
whole  Relation  abovementioned#  However,  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that 
he  was  a  N e w- Con for  mift  3  and  upon  difeontent,  foon  after  he  had  pra&ifed 
his  Conformity,  did  hang  himfelf  with  his  Surfingie  5  which  certainly  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  ifartle  any  one  whofe  Confcience  is  not  feared  with  an  hot  Iront  that 
hath  offered  violence  to  his  Principles,  and  for  filthy  Lucre  fake  hath  received 
the  Mark  °f  the  Beajl  on  his  Forehead ,  or  in  his  right  hand.  And  we  hope  that 
this  and  fo  many  other  pregnant  Initances  of  the  like  nature,  will  be  efpe- 
cially  obferyed  by  all  the  Brethren  in  the.Miniftry,  who  have  hitherto  kept  a 
good  Confcience  in  that  particular,  as  fo  many  gracious  and  feafonabie  Warn¬ 
ings  from  the  Lord  ;  yea,  as  fo  many  certain  Sea-marks  10  direct  their 
cQurfe,  that  they  may  (notwithitanding  all  their  Temptation)  be  preferved 
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from  {plitting  not  only  their  credit  and  reputation,  blit  the  peace  and  com¬ 
fort  of  a  good  conference  upon  that  fatal  Rock  of  Conformity. 

<  xxx  r.  >  : 

A  zealous  Non-Conformifl ,  engaging  to  Adminijler  tbs  Sacrament  againfi  his 
Light }  and  his  former  Prafiice  ;  tv  as  takpn  away  by  Death  before  he  could  per¬ 
form  his  Promife, 

In  the  fame  Month  of  March  1661 ,  one  Mr.  Knight,  a  Minifter  in  Suffer, 
a  zealous  and  ftiff  Non-Conformift,  was  by  importunity,  and  for  fear  of 
loofing  his  Place,  prevailed  with  to  make  a  promife  that  he  would  in  a  pro- 
mifeuous  way,  contrary  to  his  former  pra&ice,  give  the  Sacrament  to  the 
whole  Parifli  at  Eafter  following.  When  the  day  drew  near  ,  lie  was 
much  perplexed  in  his  mind,  and  exprefted  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  that  he 
fhould  fo  far  wrong  his  Confidence,  as  for  fear  of  a  little  outward  jojs,  to  do  a 
thing  fo  valtly  difagreeing  to  his  prefent  Light  and  former  Practice,  he 
languiflied  and  declined  very  much  under  the  ienfe  of  his  guilt  herein,  and 
it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  remove  him  by  a  feafonable  death,  before  he  actually 
difeharged  his  engagement,  the  .thoughts  whereof  were  fo  bitter  and  dread¬ 
ful  to  him,  to  the  laft  Moment  of  his  Life, 

XXXII. 

A  Prelatical  Parfon  threatning  to  trouble  fome  hone  ft  men  in  his  Parifb  for  not 
coming  to  Common- Prayer ,  was  taken  away  by  Death  before  he  could  effebl  it. 
Much  about  the  fame  time,  one  Mr.  iVilcocksf a  Conforming  Epifcopal _ Par¬ 
fon  in  Suffex)  hearing  that  one  in  his  Parifh  (  whole  Name  on  purpose  we 
omit)  Had  faid,  he  would  not  eat  any  of  Wilcocky  his  Porridge ;  his  meaning 
was,  he  would  not  hear  any  of  his  Common  Prayers,  did  fharpiy  reprove 
him  for  u  fin g  fuch  rude  and  detaming  words,  offo  holy  and  perfect  a  Hat- 
form  as  that  was;  and  withal  told  him  in  a  menacing  way,  that  before  he  was 
a  month  older,  he  would  make  him,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  Fhannatick  Non- 
Conformifts  in  the  Parifh,  come  to  Divine  Service,  or  fuffer  the  [evereit 
Penalties  which  the  Law  in  that  cafe  had  provided*  But  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
that  before  the  time  which  he  affigned  for  the  execution  of  his  threats  was 
expired,  he  was  feis’ed  by  a  defperate  Sicknefs,  which  in  a  flioit  time  bt  ought 
him  to  his  Grave, 

XXXIII. 

A  debauched  Prelatical  Parfon  ftrttck  Ldumb,  while  he-  was  Preaching  and  one 
fide  of  him  f mitten  with  a  dead  Palfie,  and  fuddenly  after  died. 

One  Mr.  John  Buckles ,  Parfon  of  Cbefter,  about  five  Miles  from  Durham  a 
man  notorious  in  the  Country  for  Swearingfirunkennefs,  with  many  inch  other 
Prelatickl  endowments,  did  upon  the  13  th  of  April  1662,  Preacn  in  tne| Ca¬ 
thedral  of  Durham,  in  the  courfe  of  one  of  the  Prebends  theie,  His  1  ext 
was,  Prov,  24.  i6,Forajufi  man  falleth  fiven  times,  and  rtfeth  again ;  but  the 
wicked f hall  fall  into  mifehief.  From  which  Scripture  he  took  occafton  to  come 
within  the  compafsof  the  Prophets  m,  in  calling  Evil  good  and  Good  evil, 
accordingly  it  came  upon  him :  For,  before  he  had  fully  fimfhed  his  Sermon^ 
the  ufe  of  his  tongue,  and  one  fide  of  his  body  was  taken  away  by  a  ' 
Palfie  (as  was  conceived  )  he  continued  fo  till  theTuefday  following,  and  then 
died.  This  is  fo  notorioufly  known  at  Durham,  that  none  in  the  City,  nor 
yet  in  the  Bifhops  palace,  have  the  face  to  deny  or  queltion  it. 
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RE  M  ARKS. 

Thefe  4  preceding  Relations  are  undeniable  Inftances  of  wbat  we  faid  at 
the  very  Conclufion  of  our  Iaft  Remarks  ;  And  in  the  firm,  it  appears  fo  bare- 
fac’d^  (by  their  own  words)  that  it  is  pall  all  Contradi&ion.  A  New- Con- 
f or  ml  (l  Minijler  hangs  himfelf, ‘  as  they  fay,  being  ftruck^  with  a  Remorfe  of  Con « 
fcience ,  at  having  read  the  Common  Prayer- Bool ^  againfl  his  Light  and  Ccnfci- 
ence  ;  but  according  to  the  Relation  of  others,  far  having  Pur  chafed  a  very 
cracked  Title ,  and  being  Cheated  of  a  great  deal  of  Money.  Notvvif branding 
this  Signal  difference,  which  alters  the  whole  State  of  the  Cafe,  they  don’t 
think  fit  to  enter  into  a  Difpute ,  whether  this  be  true  or  not,  de  faLlo,  but  it  will 
If  rain  the  Point  to  fuch  a  pitch,  as  to  make  his  Difcontent  and  his  Hanging 
himfelf  the  immediate  Effects  of  his  being  a  New-Conformifl f-  becaufe,  for- 
iboth,  he  hang’d  himfelf  in  his  Surfingle .  But  if  we  infpe<ft  more  narrowly 
the  Matter,  we  fhall  find  that  this  Stretch  was  made  on  purpofe,  to  take 
thence  a  frefh  Ocpafion  of  Reviling  the  Church  of  England  and  its  Ceremonies 
and  to  deter  all  the  Brethren  in  the  Miniftry  (as  they  exprefs  themfel  ves )  from 
-receiving  the  Mark  of  the  Be  aft,  Sec.  and  to  look  upon  many  other  Inftances of 
this  like  nature  as  workings  from  the  Lord ,  and  as  fo  many  Sea-Marks  to  be  pre- 
ferved  from  fplitting  the  Peace  and  Comfort  of  a  good  Confcience  upon  that  fatal 
Rock  of  Conformity !  X  could  not  forbear  to  repeat  thefe  words  in  our  Re- 
marks,  they  being,  as  I  told  you  before,  fo  many  Inftances  of  the  true  De- 
fign  of  the  Compilers  of  thefe  Relations,  which  being  before  couch’d  under 
various  other  Pretences,  they  now  thought  fit  to  difdofe  ;  but  upon  a  very 
unfeafonable  Account,  fince,  according  to  their  own  Confefiion,  it  remains 
dubious,  whether  his  Conformity  or  his  Coveteoufnefs ,  was  the  true  Caufe  of 
this  fatal  Diffafter.  The  next  fucceeding  Relation  feems  to  be  inferred  for 
no  other  End,  than  to  ferve  as  a  Confirmation  of  what  they  had  faid  in  the 
Conclufion  of  the  iaft  ;  the  Circumftances  under  which  it  is  reprefented,  be¬ 
ing,  if  not  altogether  ContradiClory,  at  ieaft  lo  Incongruous,  as  not  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  any  due  Coherency.  They  charge  a  certain  Quondam  Non  -  conform  if 
Teacher  with  a  Defign  of  turning  Conformifi  in  the  Month  of  March  (without 
mentioning  the  date)  But  betwixt  that  time  and  Eafler-day  ( when  he  was  to 
Adrnimftei  tiie  Sacrament  according  to  the  Rites  ufed  in  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land) ^  he  dies,  or  is  removed  by  the  Lord  by  a  feafonable  death  fas  they  are 
pleas  d  to  ex  pie  is  themfeives)  occafioned  oy  a  Languufhing  and  Declining  of 
his  Health  $  How  far  a  Languifiiing  and  Declining  ftate  of  Health  is  confid¬ 
ent  with  the  imall  Interval  of  time  betwixt  March  and  Eafter-day  I  will 
leave  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Fhyficians,  who,  if  they  were  consulted,  w  ould 
queitionlds,  give  it  againft  the  Compilers  of  thefe  Relations,  it  being  much 
more  piODdbie,  t.iat  this  Languiiliment  of  his  Body,  having  its  beginning 
!ome  considerable  time  before  March ,  was  brought  to  its  Iaft  Period  by 
Eafter  \  for  if  otherwife,  and  that  the  Minifter  here  mentioned,  had  fitch  bit - 
ter  and  dreadful  Thoughts  of  his  Engagement  or  Defign,  Why  did  he  not  re- 
Ccr  at’  repent  of  what  he  judged  againft- his  Confcience?  In  the  account 
oiNumb.  p  they  proceed  ftfll  further ;  for  whereas  in  the  former  a  Man 
dies  became  he  engaged  to  Conform  to  th z  Church  of  England ;  here  a  Con- 
orming  EpiicopalParfon  undergoes  the  fame  Fate,  and  pray  for  what  ?  for 
Reproving  one  of  his  Norn  conforming  Pariffiioners,  and  Menacing  others  ; 
But  pray  tell  us  here  what  induc’d  him  to  it  ?  One  (whole  Name  they  will 

not 
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the  Mm, (ter  had  ail  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  Remove  h  p'^h  buC  l£aC 
fo  undecent  an  Expreffion,  which  according  to  thek  own  Con^T0™'  for 

StXnlZtwCcZXy  S'l"  7f  “  ”»S 

*& 

r/o/*/  drunken  and  [wear in?  Prelattcal  P  •  r„  .*  brings  upon  the  Stage  a  iVoto- 

feis  d  with  fuch  a  Diftemner  as  is  hero  mmffn  *a  Re-«‘-,*on  ior  true  )  to  be 
quent  than  Accidents  of  this  nature  to  dW^rtvi  "£thcng'  be’nS  more  ke- 
of  .  £  advanc’d  4?,  **' 
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forming  Auditors  into  an  ill  Opinion  of  Both  S*b  their  >s0n'C0n' 

a  XXXIV. 

aZTnfl  efins  re]0yCfd  T  th°PtMh  °fCo/l.  Barldlead,  and  bavin?  rotten 

-Sf  /  j  t A  LtVier  a  thej  F,re’  carr!ed  !t  to  an  Alehmfe  ;  and  whfn  they 
were  almoji  drun\\  would  needs  eat  a  piece  of  it  which  thd  lIj  u.  -fj  J7 

Coals ;  and  thereupon  both  fill  defperateiy  fict^  ’  and  one  of  them  died  prefintly 
1 'Vth/I9r ^r/o(Apftl  i662,theday  on  which  Col.Barhftead  Co  \  Obey 
V^^ffbet  fullered  at  Tyourn ;  amongft  the  many  Thoufands  who  went  ?o 

[n  Wnte?|XeCUt!0n’  thete.wetx.  two  men,  Inhabitants  in  Horfy ■  Down  who  in 
an  elpecial  manner  are  to  be  taken  notice  of.  When  thev  beheld  roi  S^i 

whom  it  fee  ms  they  had  a  particular  hatred  aga  nftj  in  the  Ca’t  they 

exprefs  d  an  a  very  Rude  manner  their  Rejoycing,  that  now  they  flrould 

fee  him  die.  Tftey  got  very  near  the  fire  wherein  the  Bowels  were  to 

rv(b»?i’?ani  h.aVlng  a  c<?nvenienc  opportunity,  did  cut  off  apiece  of 
Col.  ead  s  Liver,  and  put  it  up  in  a  Cloth  ;*  and  when  the  Execution 
was  fin: fried,  they  carried.this  piece  of  Liver  home  with  them;  and  in  the 
afternoon  themlelves,  w.th  fome  other  of  their  rude  Companions  went  to - 

4n  AjL.b  JUjS  1°  IT?a  ie  ^eny,  becaufe,  as  they  faid.  The  Rogue  Barhfiead  was  - 
ofMje  ,  and  t..e  piece  of  Liver  which  they  brought  home  with  them,  was  pro¬ 
duced,  to  Heighten  their  mirth  the  more.  At  length,  thefe  two  fellows  di  ink¬ 
ing  themfelves  almolt  drunk,  began  to  be  very  extravagant,  and  refolved  they 
would  eat  up  this  piece  of  Col,  Barkflead’s  Liver;  and  acordinaty  iircoared 
it  for  tne  Coa.s  then  laid  it  on  and  broyled  it,  and  then  did  ea/up  a  aood -> 
p^.,  it  not  all  of  it;  upon  which,  they  both  immediately  fell  defperateiy' 
fick,  ana  within  a  %w  hours  one  of  them  died;  and  the  other  noHrke to » 

continue  - 
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continue  long  in  the  world.  This  Relation  is  fufficiently  attefted  by  the 
Neighbourhood,  who  will  give  fatisfa&ion  to  any  that  will  enquire  aftqrit. 

XXXV. 

A  debauched  Per  fan  remcing  in  the  death  of  Sir  Henry  Vane,  vomitted  up 

blood  till  he  died . 

A  rude  debauched  Perfon,  who  lived  at  the  Goat  Tavern  in  Olaves  Souths 
did  much  rejoyce  at  the  death  of  Sir  Henry  Fane ,  who  was  executed 
on  Tower-Hill,  June  the  14th  1662,  on  which  morning  he  was  heard  to  fay 
with  much  joy,  That  he  would  go  fee  the  bleffed  firoaf  given .  It  plea  fed  the 
Lord,  that  not  many  days  after  ,  this  man  died  vomiting  up  nothing  but 
blood.  This  is  fufficiently  attefted  by  Perfons  of  good  Reputation,  who 
were  of  his  Neighbourhood. 

REMARKS . 

They  now  proceed  from  the  Clergy  to  the  Laity  ;  and  whereas  in  the  for¬ 
mer  it  was  a  Capital  Crime  to  a6l  againft  a  Non*conformift  Minifter,  or  to 
acquit  their  Party  and  Conform  to  the  Church  of  England,  they  now  (train 
the  Point  higher,  and  involve  even  thofe,  who  abufe  the  Non-conforming 
Laity  (tjio’  Tray  tors)  only  by  words,  and  chat  even  after  their  Death,  in  the 
fame  Fate  with  the  reft  $  If  that  is  not  Imitating  Popery ,  in  Canonizing 
Tray  tors  after  their  Death,  I  know  not  what  is  >  Of  this  they  give  us  two 
pretended  Inftances  in' Num.  35.  and  37.  I  mu  ft  confefs  that  to  Infult  over 
a  Dying  Man,  who  is  k>  fuffer  the  Law  for  his  Crimes,  favours  but  little  of 
Charity  or  Generojity  \  but  that  fuch  like  Trefpafles  fhould  for  that  Reafon 
be  confider’d  no  lefs  than  Capital  Crimes,  deferving  God’s  immediate  judg¬ 
ment,  is  what  I  can't  conceive,  fuch  like  Brutifh  Aftions  being  commonly 
the  Effect  of  Drunkennefs  in  the  Common  People ,  who  being  overcome  by 
the  Strength  of  Liquors,  let  lofe  the  Reins  of  their  Beaflly  Inclinations ,  and 
oftentimes  meet  with  their  due  Reward,  before  they  are  able  to  recover 
t\ jeir  true  Senfes,  as  it  happen’d  in  this  Cafe  \  But  that  relating  to  Sir  Henry 
Vane  Nam,  36:  appears  far  different  from  this  :  For  fuppofing  a  Perfon  to 
fay,  He  would  fee  the  bleffed  Stroup  given  to  a  Man  who  dies  by  the  hands  of 
juftice,  can’t  be  arraign’d  of  any  Crime,  but  by  fuch  who  would  make  all 
thofe  of  their  Party,  who  fuffer’d  for  their  Caufe  (tho'  never  fo  juftiy)  pafs 
for  Martyrs  and  Saints  that  work  Miracles  after  their  Death.  Suppofing  this 
Vomiting  of  Blood ,  ffiouid  be  no  more  than  good  Claret ,  whereof.  Men 
of  that  Trade  are  apt  to  take  to  a  great  Excefs  But  fuppofing  it  to  have 
been  really  Blood,  where  is  the  Miracle  }  Since  by  the  Acid  Particles  of  the 
Wine  (when  taken  Immoderately  and  without  Intermiffion)  the  Veins  of  the 
Stomach  being  corroded,  occafions  an  Effufion  of  Blood  into  that  part, 
which  being  conjeal’d,  is  difcharged  by  Vomiting,  and  frequently  proves  the 
immediate  Caufe  of  a  fudden  Death, 

XXXVI. 

The  Mayor  of  Cambridge  ( heretofore  an  eminent  a&ive  man  for  the  Parliament)  did 
again  ft  his  Confcience ,  take  the  new  Oaths  enjoyned  by  the  late  All  for  Regulating 
of  Corporation ;  and  within  few  days  after  died. 

About  the  latter  end  of  July  1662 ,  Ccmmiffioners  appointed  for  Regulat¬ 
ing  of  Corporations,  did,  in  purfuance  of  the  late  A 6 1  for  |hatpurpo(e,  come 
to  the  Town  of 'Cambridge,  and  calling  the  Magiftrates  together,  did  pro¬ 
pound 
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pound  the  taking  of  the  Oaths  enjoyned  by  that  Aft  5  in  the  fix  ft  place  to 
/iideumn  French ,  who  was  the  prefent  Mayor,  and  heretofore  one  of  the 
inott  active  men  in  the  Parliaments  Caufe  in  that  part  o f  England.  After  a 
iew  Arguments  uled  by  the  CommifTioners  to  perfwade  him  to  give  a  good 
example  to  there#  of  his  Brethern,  by  his  ready  compliance;  he  was  pre¬ 
vailed  with  again#  his  Principles  and  Confidence  to  fatisfie  their  importunity* 
and  took  the  Oaths  enjoy ned  by  that  A 61 ;  expe6ling  that  now  he  fhould 
be  continued  in  his  place,  and  ferve  out  his  time  as  Mayor.  But  he  had  no 
looner  lworn,  but  prefently  for  fome  reafon  of  State,  the  CommifTioners 
turned  him  out,  and  made  him  uncapable  of  being  Mayor  or  Alderman 
any  longer  in  that  Corporation.  The  fenfe  of  what  he  had  done,  and  the 
unexpected  ufage  he  met  with  from  the  CommifTioners,  fo  wrought  upon 
mm,  and  did  bring  him  into  fo  deep  a  Melancholly  and  difcofltent,  that  with¬ 
in  a  few  days  after  he  miferabiy  ended  his  life. 

XXXVII 

The  Archbifbop  of  Ireland  thrown  by  bis  Horfi,  as  he  was  attending  the  Lord  Lien - 

tenant  to  Church, 

By  Letters  from  very  confiderable  Perfons  in  Ireland ,  we  are  certified,  that 
on  the  fit  ft  Lord  s  day  the  Lord  Lieutenant  went  to  Church  afrer  his  arrival 
at  Dublin  (which  was  about  the  3d  of  Auguft  1662.  )  his  Lordfhip  was  atten¬ 
ded  in  very  great  ftate  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  on  horfe-back, 
and  among#:  them  appeared  as  Magnificent  as  any;  the  Right  Reverend 
Arch-Bifhop  of  Armath ,  Dr.  Brommell:  but  his  Lord  p's  Horfe,  it  Teems  being 
better  fed  then  taught,  in  abfolute  Contempt  of  the  holy  Fun&ion,  with  a 
very  fcornful  eye  looked  upon  his  Rider;  and  gave  his  Lordfhip  a  mo#  dan¬ 
gerous  fall  in  the  Prefence  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ormond ,  and  his  noble 
Attendants.  1  he  Arch-Bifhop  fa  known  Lover  of  clean  Linnet))  was  forced 
to  return  back  and  get  his  Lawn  fleeves  wafhed  before  he  could  pay  his  at¬ 
tendance  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant;  by  which  means  the  Solemnity  of  that 
days  Proceilion  was  mo#  unhappily  interrupted.  Strange  Obfervations  were 
made  of  this  Fall  of  the  BifhopinhisPontiftcalibus,  by  fome  foolifh  Phanna* 
tick  People,  who  look  upon  this  as  a  more  clear  and  emphatical  Frog- 
noftick  of  the  downfall  of  the  Hierarchy,  than  the  fall  of  Arch-Bifhop  Laud  s 
Pi&uie  in  the  former  times. 

remarks. 


Here  you  have  two  bold  Stroaks,  one  of  a  Mayor  of  Cambridge ,  who  con¬ 
trary  to  Us  Confcience ,  as  they  fay,  took  the  Oath  enjoyn’d  by  A<#  of  Par¬ 
liament  ;  This  is  a  certain  Sign  that  thefe  Compilers  were  not  then  fo  much 
refin’d  in  their  Politicks,  as  their  Brethren  A  la  mode  are  now  adays,  who 
have  found  a  way  of  Occajional  Conformity  to  fave  their  Places,  and  alfo  to 
get  into  new  ones  ;  it  is  well  they  did  not  live  in  thofe  days,  for  it  Teems  it 
was  then  no  lefs  than  a  Capital  Crime,  whereas  now  it  is  confider’d  as  one  of 
the  main  Steps  to  Preferments.  The  other  touch,  as  it  is  the  mo#  Ridiculous 
in  it  felf ;  fo  the  Application  is  the  mo#  malicious  and  frivolous  that  can  be 
invented.  Pray  what  cohertncy  is  there  betwixt  a  Clergyman  in  an  Eminent 
Station,  and  at  a  great  Solemnity,  being  thrown  by  his  Horfe,  and  the  down¬ 
fall  of  the  Hierachy  in  a  whole  Kingdom  ?  All  what  can  be  faid,  is,  that 
People  turn  Phrenzical  out  of  Envy,  Malice  and  Spleen. 

Thus  much  for  Judgments,  we  now  come  to  the  Prodigies. 

F 


The 
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XXXVIII. 

Tb.e  W  of  the  ’toner  mi  City  of  London  all  on  Tire,  fecn  tn  the  Airy  together 
■  'yfijb  the  form  of  Lions  over  the  City,  and  a  Field  of  Bloc d  in  toe  Weft  part 

'  Upon  the  17th  of  April,  1661,  being  the  Wednefoav  in  Eafter  week, 
a  credible  pet'Fon  living  in  Bowling-Alley  near  mfmnfter-Akn  ,  coniine 
with  his  daughter,  aged  about  leventeen  years  from  Kent tfh  town  towatds 
London,  in  the  evening,  near  the  Finders  of  Wakefield  met  with  two  otnerper- 
fons  returning  from  London,  whodefired  him  to  look  behind  him,  wmch  when 
he  had  done, "’he  faw  in  the  Air  the  appearance  of  the  Tower  or  umion,  and 
nrefently  after  the  whole  City  it  Self ;  and  while  he  beheld  it  with  great  auo- 
liiflinient  about  the  fpace  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  there  appeared  very  dread- 
Flames  of  Fire  between  the  houfes  in  the  Street,  and  fudoemy  the  City 
Teem  to  be  all  of  a  light  fire  5  and  on  the  Top  of  one  of  the  Gates  they  con¬ 
ceived  they  faw  the  appearance  of  a  Dead  man  s  Head  upon  a  Foie  .  Over 
the  City  were  the  Rapes  offeveral  Lions  ,  and  about  the  Weir  part  01  it  ap¬ 
peared  a  Field  of  Blood.  After  they  had  beheld  this  about  half  an  hour,  the 
forefaid  Perfon  and  his  daughter,  being  much  amazed  ana  teamed  at  thele 
ftranee  and  dreadful  Reprefentations,  went  forwards  towards  London,  and  at 
their  going  away  the  Fire  feemed  to  break  forth  brighter  and  brighter.  1  his 
Relation  was  received  immediately  from  the  perions  own  mouth,  by  one 
who  is  a  Contribute!* to  this  Collection. 

R  E  M  A  R  KS. 

Among  the  Prodigies  inferred  in  this  Treatiie,  leads  the  Van  an  Apparition 
of  the  Tower  and  City  of  London ,  all  on  Fire  in  the  Air  5  which  upon  due 
Confederation  will  prove  no  more  than  what  frequently  happen s  in  the  Even¬ 
ings  after  Sun- fet,  when  by  the  Intermixture  of  Clouds  of  different  Colours 
in  a  Serene  Sky,  there  appear  iuch  various  Figures,  as  may  be  dilpoied 
and  reprefented  according  to  the  different  Phapfies  of  the  Beholders  :  And 
thus  I  believe  it  to  have  happen’d  in  this  Gale,  where  two  Perfons  coming 
from  London ,  meeting  two  others  going  towards  that  City,  might  eafily  give 
them  the  fame  Impreffion  and  Notion  of  certain  Figures  they  had  conceived 
in  the  Clouds  tbemfelves  before:  Had  it  been  other  wife,  what  reafon  can  be 
all  edg’d,  why  not  the  lame  Apparition  fhonld  have  happen  d  to  other  perfons 
about  the  fame  time  F  Since  the  circumjacent  Fields  of  London ,  are  fcarce  ever 
deftitute  of  Paffengers  in  the  Evening?  But  fince  not  a  few  among  the  lame 
Faction  with  the  Compilers  of  thefe  Relations,  have  forne  Years  after  the 
pub! idling  of  them  interpreted  it,  as  a  fure  fore-  runner  or  fore-  warning  of 
the  Dreadful  Fire  of  London ,  which  happen’d  in  1666.  I  caffe  but  infert 
here  upon  this  occafiop,  certain  particulars  relating  to  a  Confpiracy  fet  on 
foot,  for  the  Firing  the  faid  City,  and  difeovered  not  long  before  that  gene¬ 
ral  and  fatal  Fire  broke  forth  in  Sept,  1666,  which,  that  it  may  be  done 
with  aiiimaginable  Impartiality  on  our  fide,  and  with  as  much  Authority  as 
-a  Cafe  of  this  nature  will  admit  of,  we  will  infert  here  the  very  words  of 
the  London  Gazette,  Num.  48.  from  Thurfday  April  2 6*  to  Monday  April.  30. 
containing  a  brief  Account  of  this  Confpiracy,  from  the  Tryais  of  divers 
perfons  concern’d  therein:  Thefe  are  the  very  words  of  the  Gazette „ 

s  At  the  Seffions  in  the  GM  Bally,  John  Rathbone,  an  old  Army  Coll.  Willi - 
am  Saunders,  Henry  Tarter*  Thomas  Flint , Thorp  as  Evans,  John  Myles,  William 

%  Weft  cot, 
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*  Weficot,  and  John  Cole ,  formerly  Officers  or  Soldiers  in  the  late  Rebellion* 

*  were  indicled  for  Confptring  the  Death  of  his  Mijefy,  and  the  Overthrow 

*  of  the  Government,  having  laid  their  Plot  and  Contrivance  for  the  Surprizai 

*  of  the  Tower ,  the  Kilting  of  his  Grace  the  Lord  General ,  Sir  John  Robinfon , 
c  Lieut,  of  his  Majefty  s  Tower  of  London ,  and  Sit  Richard  Brown,  and 'then 

*  to  have  declared  for  an  equal  Divifion  of  Lands,  arc.  the  better  to  ejfed 
1  this  hellifh.  Defign,  the  City  was  to  have  been  Bird,  and  the  Portcullis  to 
c  have  been  let  down,  to  keep  out  all  Affiftance;  the  Horfi  guards  to  have 

*  been  furpriz’d  in  the  Inns  where  they  were  quarter’d  ;  feverai  Hoftiers  hav¬ 
ing  been  gain  a  for  that  purpofe :  The  Tower  was  accordingly  view’d,  and 
c  its  Surprize  ordered  by  Boats  over  the  Moat,  and  from  thence  to  fcale  the 
e  Wall.  One  Alexander ,  who  is  not  yet  taken,  had  likewife  diftribufred 
«  Sums  of  Money  to  thefe  Confpirators.  And  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  De- 
c  fign  more  effectually,  they  were  told  of  a  Council  of  Great  Ones,  ^  that  fat 
e  frequently  in  London ,  from  whom  iflued  all  Orders  ;  which  Council  receiv- 
£  ed  their  Directions  from  another  in  Holland ,  who  fat  with  the  States,  and 
«  that  the  third  of  September  was  pitch’d  on  for  the  Attempt,  as  being  found 
c  by  Lilly's  Almanack,  and  a  Scheme  ere&ed  for  that  purpofe,  to  be  a  lucky 
e  Day,  a  Planet  then  Ruling,  which  Prognofticated  the  Downfall  of  Monar- 
c  chy  ;  The  Evidences  againft  thePerfons,  was  very  full  and  clear,  and  they 

6  accordingly  found  guilty  of  High  Treafon. 

Befides  thofe  before  nam’d  Perfons,  who  were  executed,  divers  others 
fled  into  Holland,  vH.  John  Defborrough,  Thomas  Kelfey  John  mite,  John 
Grove  William  Burton ,  William  Scott,  Sir  Robert  Honywood,  Jun.  Thomas  Cole 
of  Southampton ,  Spurway,  Edward  Rudders,  Dr.  Edward  Ri char  of  on,  John 

Philips  and  John  Nichols  of  Merioneth  Jhire -,  all  which  being^by  a  Prcclama- 
tion ,  dated  the  21th  of  April  1666,  recall’d  on  pain  of  Treaion  by  the  22th 
of  July  following,  did  not  think  lit  to  appear;  I  am  credibly  inform  d  that 
it  was  look’d  upon  as  an  undoubted  Truth  in  tnofe  times,  thatnot  only  feverai 
if  not  ail  of  them,  that  were  fled  into  Holland ,  were  aboard  the  Dutch  Fleet, 
Piloted  and  Aflifted  them  in  Burning  o,  r  Ships  at  Chatham  in  1667  ;  and 
that  feme  of  the  other  Criminals  fhould  declare  before  their  Execution,  that 
the  City  would  be  Infallibly  Burnt.  If  this  be  true,  I  don  t  wonder  their 
FaElioni hould  pretend  to  a  Prcphetich  Spirit,  under  the  veil  of  Ircdtgus, 
Judgments,  and  apparitions,  fince  it  was  no  dirncult  Task  iOr  tnem,  to  uti- 

ravel  their  own  Secrets.  XXXIX 

The  form  of  three  Pulpits ,  and  Men  in  them  with  black.  C*t*  on  their  Heads  ;  and 
Armed-men  forcing  them  out,  Sec.  feen  in  the  Air. 

In  the  fore- mentioned  month  of  September ,  fome  >perfon,  of  known  dil- 
rerion^d  ^rin  the  Eaft  pare  of  Sutfex,  law  an  Apparition  of  Cloud, 
io  the  A  k  of  Various  colours,  feme  black,  lome  white  &c  Which  wp« 

ri'-ried  in  the  Air  with  a  {wife  motion  by  a  great  wind.  Auei  t..e  palling 
cartie.1  mti.v  Air  vvi  the  Eaft  there  appeared  the  hkenefs  of  three 

away  or  the  Clouds  towaras  uk,  nvpp 

Pulpits,  each  Pulpit  having  a  Canopy  or  founding  boaid  with  ^^desovei 
•r .  and  in  evervof  them  he  faw  the  form  of  a  Man  with  a  Jack  Cap  on  ino 
held'  orefentiv  afrer  the*re  appeared  a  great  company  of  Armed  men  c*o(e 
b  them, Tnd  Id  Pulpit  doo.Tflew  open,  and  the  Armed  men  forced  them 
oh  of  the  Pulpits,  and  one  of  them  fell  down  as  on  the  Eaitn  ,  t-.-y  ^ 
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bf  thefe  Armed  men  dragged  from  the  Pulpits,  and  fo  all  var.ilhed.  A  white 
after  there  appeared  two  Carts,  having  wheels,  and  an  Horfe  in  each  Cart, 
and  at  the  end  of  each  of  them  was  tied  a  Rope,  made  fad  to  two  Men, 
girded  about  the  middle ;  and  to  the  Spectators  apprehenfions  they  were 
drawn  with  their  feet  and  toes,  as  if  upon  the  ground,  along  the  edge  of  a 
Cloud  and  about  timt  time  it  thundered  and  lightned,  which  made  them 
with  fear  to  depart  immediately,  and  fo  they  faw  no  more. 

XLX: 

A  Bali  of  Fire  coming  down  a  Chimney,  did  much  Prejudice  to  the  Hoafe,  and 

to  a  Body  that  lay  dead  in  it. 

About  the  2  2d  of  April  1661,  at  a  Town  call’d  Street,  near  Lewes  in  Sajfex9 
there  died  one  Mr.  Dabble ,  a  man  while  he  lived,  of  a  moft  debauched  con* 
verfation,  and  a  noted  Enemy  to  Religion  and  all  the  zealous  Profeftors  of 
it.  Not  long  after  he  was  dead,  as  his  Widow  and  Children  were  fitting 
together  in  a  low  Parlour,  there  came  down  the  Chimney  (In  a  great  and 
dreadful  (form  of  Thunder  and  Lightning)  a  Ball  of  Fire,  to  their  great  ter- 
rour  and  aifrightment :  It  burned  the  Wainfcot  very  much,  and  at  laft  made 
its  way  through  the  Ceiling  into  an  upper  Room,  where  the  Corps  was  laid 
out,  and  did  fome  injury  to  it  \  and  going  through  feveral  Rooms,  and  do¬ 
ing  much  prejudice  to  the  Houfe,  it  went  out  at  the  top  of  the  Houfe*  The 
Gentlewoman  and  the  whole  Family  were  very  much  terrified  at  it,  and  upon 
this  occafion  the  Funeral  was  fuddenly  folemnized,  fome  days  (boner  than 
otherwife  was  intended  :  And  fome  cfthe  Neighbourhood  do  confidently  re¬ 
port,  that  the  Coffin  which  was  carried  to  be  buried  was  very  light,  and  there 
was  a  great  jealoufie  that  the  Corps  was  carried  away  in  that  dreadful  ftorm 
be  foremen  ti  oned  :  But  whether  that  be  true  or  no,  is  very  uncertain  1  and 
thereiore  it  is  left  to  the  K  eader  to  make  further  enquiry  after  it.  The  fore- 
going  Relation  is  testified  by  fome  of  Mr.  Dabbles  Family  and  near  Relations  f 
and  is  a  thing  notorioufiy  known  amongft  the  Neighbourhood  in  all  thofe 
parts  of  the  Country. 

REMARKS. 

They  begin  now  to  play  the  fecond  Part  of  the  fame  Tune  5  and  for  fear 
tne  pretended  Judgments  of  God  fhould  not  be  prevailing  enough  to  deter 
their  Non- conforming  Brethren,  from  going  to  Church,  they  call  Prodiii- 
om  Apparitions  to  their  Aid  ;  and  what  are  thefe  5  Here  you  have  three  Per- 
Ions  (to  be  fure,  Eptfiopal  ones  by  their  Garb)  and  thrown  or  dragged  out  of 
as  many  Pulpits  with  Pinacfes  on  them  ( to  diftinguifh  them  from  the  reft  ) 
f  ^  V Credat  Jud&m  Apella  ;  who  can  be  Fool  enough  to  believe 

fuch  Ridiculous  Stories  ?  And  who  can  have  the  face  to  publiih  them  in 
print,  upon  the  Credit  of  Per  fins  of  Difiretion  ?  Perhaps  they  meant  a  Sett  of 
Gunning  Fellows,  who  by  fuch  like  Stones  and  pretended  Vifions  which 

J Zmkl  mermnn°fdua  °f  fhei,r  *?Wn  Phantafl^  Brains,  or  of  their  own 
S  to  ImP0fe  upon  the  Vulgar  an  Apparition  fore-  boding  the  Down- 

(f  J 1  it  ,  T°  Wdiculous  Story  with  another, 

w,U  believe  them)  to  revenge  the  parrel  of  the  Non- conform  A  l°* 

tho>  after  his  Death.  A  Caufe  mull  needs^be  “n  a  very 
wt-  .  rT  9.ond.u»on,  that  wants  to  be  propt  up  by  fuch  weak  Arguments  • 
W*at  Prodigy  is  there  in  the  Lightning  to  ftrike  into  a  Houfe,  into  a  Chim’- 

-  ' .  m% 
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from  thence  from  one  Room  into  another ;  But  the  Cream  of  the 
/eit  Les  heie,  that  theCorps  was  carry’d  away  in  the  Storm,  tho’  the  Coffin  as 

lemt‘n  ^  nntouch  d  !  Had  they  been  fo  much  vers’d  in  Natural  Phi  ‘ 
lofop.j,  as  to  have  laid,  that  the  Corps  was  burnt  to  Allies  by  the  LhbtmnJ 
without  the  lead  Alteration  made  in  the  Coffn,  they  might  in  all  probaK 
have  gain  d l  fome  Credit  from  the  Judicious  Reader ;  there  being  undeniable 
Indances  of  that  nature  ;  but  fince  that  would  have  been  the  Effeft  of  a 
Natural  Cattfe  they  will  rather  play  the  Game  of  Acberonta  Mcvebo  thev 
will  rather  raife  the  Devil  than  loole  a  Prodigy  to  ferve  a  Turn  1  '  5 

XLXL 

A  Mag-pjc  diflurbing  an  Epifcopai  Parfon  while  he  was  Preaching,  and  the  Bilhop 
aijo  while  he  was  DifmiJJlng  his  Congregation  with  the  Bleflin f. 

About  the  month  of  September  1661,  when  the  late  Biffiop  of  Cbefter 
Dr.  tVahon,  hadconveened  the  Clergy  of  his  Diocefs  at  Chefier,  toexpr efs’ 
their  affedtions  to  the  King  upon  the  Aft  of  Benevolence,  one  Ranfom  Par. 

j£n,of  ■  aPP°.inted  to  preach;  a  perfon  noted  for  his  zeal  to  Super- 

ltition  and  Will-worfhip  ;  and  almoft  half  his  Sermon-time  a  Mar-pye  fa-e 
upon  the  founding-board  over  his  head,  and  did  often  didurb  the  Perfon  and 
cauie  much  laughter  in  the  Congregation  by  her  chattering  tone,  which  Ihe 

t.reqJ^eSt  y  i;ePeated  dunn8  tJlat  time :  And  when  the  Sermon  was  finidied 
the  Biiliop  being  prefent  (according  to  the  mode)  addreffed  himfelf  to  difmid 
the  Congregation  with  theBleffing  ;  which  the  Mag-tye  perceiving,  removed 
prelently  from  the  Pulpit,  and  fate  directly  over  the  Bilhops  Canopy  and 
as  before,  did  interrupt  the  Bilhop  himfelf  while  he  was  officiating  in  the’ 
dole  of  their  devotion:  This  is  a  thing  notorioufly  known  and  attefled  bv 
several  difcreet)  perfons,  and.no  Phanatirf* f,  Eye-witnefTes. . 

XLXII. 

An  Owl  diflurbing  the  Cathedral  Muficl^  at  Chefier. 

About  the  eighth  of  December  1661,  in  the  Cathedral  at  Chefier ,  there 
appeared  an  Owl,  and  a  little  before  the  Organs  began  to  Play,  fhe  fet  up 
her  Note,  and  likewifeall  the  while  they  play’d,  jfhe  held  a  Part  with  them 
and  fo  continued  for  fome  time  after  the  Mufick  had  done.  This  is  a  thing 
fo  publickly  known  in  that  City,  there  being  fo  many  prefent  who  were  wit¬ 
ness  to  it,  that  we  fuppofe  th zVergers  themfelves  will  not  have  the  face 
to  deny  it, 

REMARKS. 

Hitherto  they  have  dealt  in  nothing  but  Fiery  Apparitions,  Armed-Men n 
and  Thunder,  and  Lightning,  to  Terrify  the  Giddy  Multitude ;  but  to  dif- 
cover  their  Spleen  againft  the  National  Eftablijh'd  Church ,  they  condefcend  i 
to  bring  the  Mag~pyes  and  Owls  into  their  Affiflance  !  Can  any  thing  be 
more  Ridiculous  or  favouring  of  Malice  f  Than  to  introduce  a  Mag-pye  and 
an  Owl,  as  if  they  had  taken  a  lingular  Pett  againft  the  Cathedral  of  Che¬ 
fier;  an  undeniable  Inflance  that  they  are  ready  to  lay  hold  of  even  the  moll 
frivolous  and  infignificant  Things  and  Accidents,  to  Ridicule  the  EftablifM 
Church  and  its  Ceremonies,  as  is  apparent  from  feveral  Scurvy  Expreflicns , 
ufed  in  thefe  Relations* 

XLXIIL 

A  Spectrum  in  the  likenefs  of  old  Mr*  Blagrave,  feen  near  Reading* 

It  is  credibly  reported  by  many  hpneft  and  defcreet  perfons,  Inhabitants  of 

Reading 


on 

Reading  in  the  fcounty  of  Berks,  That  about  January  laft,  there  appeared 
fbveraf  times  a  Spectrum  in  the  iikenefs' of  old  Mr.  Blagrave,  who  whilejie 
lived  dwelt  in  an  Houfe  of  his  own  near  Reading ,  and  when  he  dyed  gave  it 
to  Mr.  Daniel  Blagrave,  one  ojF  the..  Long  Parliament ,  and  alfo  one  that  fate 
upon  the  Tryal  of  the  late  King ,  by  reafon  whereof  this  Houfe  is  forfeited  to  the 
King,  who  hath  bellowed  it  upon  one  who  now  lives  in  it.  Th^SpeSlrum, 
as  iHs  reported,  hath  fometimes  met  with  fome  of  this  Gentleman’s  fervants, 
either  in  or  about  the  Houfe,  and  hath  warned  them  upon  a  great  penalty 
to  leave  the  Houfe,  that  the  Proprietor  may  enjoy  it.  That  which  makes 
this  to  be  the  more  taken  notice  amongft  the  people  there,  is,  That  after  old  . 
Mr.  Blagrave  dyed,  and  Mr.  Daniel  Blagrave  s  elder  Brother  had  by  fome  un- 
juft  practices  obtain’d  pofteilion  of  the  faid  Houfe,  the  fame  Spetlram  then 
appeared,  and  did  warn  out  the  prefen t  Inhabitants,  faying  to  them  feveral 
times,  that  the  Houfe  belong’d  not  to  them,  but  to  the  laid  Daniel ;  upon 
which  the  difference  betwixt  the  two  Brothers  was  fuddenly  compofed,  and 
Daniel  had  quiet  pofteffion  of  the  Houfe  according  to  that  Settlement  which 
old  Mr.  Blagrave  had  made,  until  the  time  of  the  late  Wars,  and  that  Read¬ 
ing  was  a  Garrifon  for  the  King  ;  at  which  time  the  King  bellow'd  ft  upon 
one  that  begg’d  it :  But  he  and  his  Servants  were  often  difquieted  by  the  • 

.  fame  SpeBrum,  and  were  warned  Ipeedily  to  depart,  and  refign  up  thepofteft 
(ion  again  to  Daniel  Blagrave ,  who  had  a  juft  and  legal  right  to  it.  And  not 
long  after  the  Garrifon  of  Reading  being  reduced  by  the  Parliament’s  Forces 
under  the  Command  of  the  Earl  of  EJfex,  Daniel  Blagrave  was  repuffefs’d  of 
his  Houfe,  and  io  enjoy’d  it  till  it  became  now  forfeited  to  his  MajeJij,  be¬ 
caufe  of  his  Attainder  by  the  late  Aft  of  Parliament,  All  thefe  feveral  paf- 
fages  are  attefted  by  many  honeft  and  credible  perfons,  and  we  prefume,  that 
upon  enquiry  the  whole  Narrative  will  be  found  to  be  certainly  true, 

XLXIV. 

A  Batt  difturbing  an  Epi [copal  Prebend  in  the  time  of  his  F reaching , 

Upon  the  fecond  of  February  1661 ,  Dr .  Bel\,  one  of  the  Prebends  of 
Canterbury ,  did  in  the  morning  preach  in  the  Cathedral  there;  and  when  he 
was  in  the  roidft  of  his  Sermon,  a  Flinder  moufe  or  Bat  did  come  forth  and 
Hew  feveral  times  from  one  end  of  the  place  to  the  other,  and  when  he  was 
earned  in  {peaking  the  Bat  ftruck  at  him,  which  the  People  took  great  notice 
of,  becaufe  of  the  unufual  Appearance  of  that  Creature  at  that  time  of  the 
day,  and  in  the  cold  Winter  Seaibn,  as  alfo  becaufe  of  the  great  Affront  of¬ 
fer’d  by  her  to  the  Dr.  while  he  was  officiating  there. 

REMARKS. 

Here  you  have  a  notable  Account,  filewing  what  Xntereft  the  Non-confor • 
mfi  Party  have,  even  with  the  Spirits ,  which,  as  it  feems,  are  as  well  as  f 
the  Air,  Eire,  and  other  Elements,  at  their  Devotion,  Whenever  they  ftancT  \ 
in  need  of  their  Affiftance.  In  the  firftof  thefe  two  Relations,  a  certain 
'Gentleman  who  had  fate  upon  the  Tryal  of  King  Charles  h  (  a  Meritorious 
Per  Ion -.indeed,,  who  having  deferved  well  of  the  Devil,  What  wonder  is  it 
if  he  had  his  BlaBgGuaydt  at  Command  !  )  Having  upon  that  account  very 
deferyedly  forfeited  his  Eftate  by  an  Attainder  by  Aft  of  Parliament,  had, 
as  you.  may  eal'ily  guefs  very  little  Hopes,  of  being  repofiefs'd  of  the  fame 
by  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  fuff: ice  ;  What  had  the  Non- conformifi  Party  to  do 
in  tkm  difficult  Cafe  to  fhew  their  Gratitude  to  fo  Noble  a  Benefaftor  to  their 

Qmfe ! 
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Caufe?  They  produce  one  of  the  Devil s  Imps  or  Mergers,  to  wvn  mt 
tne  Gentleman  who  .was  m  Poffelfcon  of  it,  under  a  Severe  Penalty  j  bit  as 
it  feems  without  Suceds ;  for  Since  the  SpeMrum  had  not  Impudence  enough 
to  addrefs  nsmfelt  to  tne  Mafter  of  the  Houfe,  but  only  to  his  Servants 
thougnt  hnnfeif  not  oblig’d  to  take  the  Warning,  and  fo  t«e  Devil  "oft  his 
Labour,  «s  the  Compueis  have  done  ih  infecting  fo  ridiculous  an  Account 
as  we!  1  as  in  the  next  to  lowing  fp.  4y.j  wherein  they  are  not  aihamed  to 
.  cop  f.j  i°,v  a^  to  a  / udder- Adoufe  ,  or  Batt  one  of  the  molt  defnicabie 
inds  upon  Earth,  to  Shew  their  Malice  againft  the  Ministry  of  the  cLchof 
but  they  have  a&ed  fo  bare- fac'd  in  feme  of  their  late  Relation, 
lut  it  is  evident  to  all,  that  let  the  Occasion  be  never  fo  mean,  never  fo  fri-’ 

£&&&&&”*•"  •' "  Espofc *•  wt °<  **  *•«) 
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dreadful  Storm  of  Wind,  accompanied  with  Thunder,  Li°htnim  Hail  and 
Ram-,  together  with -the  fad  EffeJis  of  it  in  many  parts  tf  t^Nation  ** 
Upon  tile  1 8th  of  Jeeruarj  1 66 1 ,  being  Tuefday  very  early  in  the  Morn- 
Hig,  there  begin  a.  very  dreadful  Storm  of  Wind  (accompanied  with  Thun- 
der,  Lightning  and  Ram,  which  in  many  places  was  Salt  as  Brine)  which 
continued  with  a  Strange  and  unufual  violence  till  almost  night  •  the  fad  Ef- 
feRs  whereof  throughout  the  Nation  are  fo  many,  that  a  ve?y  great  Volume 
is  not  Sufficient  to  contain  the  Narrative  of  them.  And  indeed  feme  of ’em 
aieioflupendious  and  am^zjng,  that  the  report  of  them,  tho’ from  never  fo 
autnenucit  hanos,_  will  Scarce  gam  Credit  amongft  any  but  thole  that  have 
an  a.iefihonate  sense  ot  the  unlimited  Power  of  the  Almighty,  knowing  and 
believing  that  there  is  nothing  too  hard  for  Him  to  do.  B 

Seme  few  of  which  wonderful  Effects  we  Shall  give  a  brief  Account  of,  as 

we  have  received  them  irom  perfons  of  molt  unquestionable  Credit  in  feveral 
rarts  of  the  rvation. 

JSfVS?  CH  °f  and  Covtnt-gdrbn,  and  other  parts  about  London 

aiid  Onxnneys’  ^  °r  *  Perlc)ns  were  killed  outright  by  the  fall  of  Houfes. 

From  other  parts  likewife  we  have  received  certain  Information  that  di¬ 
vers  perfons  werekiiied  by  the  IS  Reels  of  this  Great  Wind.  ’ 

.  -At  Cheltenham  in  Gloucefterfhire ,  a  Maid  was  kill’d  by  the  Fall  of  a  Tree 
in  or  near  thor  Church-yard. 

An  honed  \  coman  likewife  or  Scaldwcll  in  iSlorthampt&yifhirc  being  upon 
a  Ladder  to  Save  his  Hovel,  was  blown  off,  and  fell  upon  a  Plough,  died 
outright,  and  never  Spake  a  word  more. 

Alio  at  Tewksbury  in  Gloucefterfhire,  a  Man  was  blown  from  an  Houfe  and 
broken  to  pieces. 

At  likewife  in  the  fame  County,  a  Woman  was  killed  by  the  fall  o€ 

I  lies  or  Bricks  from  an  Houle. 

And  not  far  from  the  fame  place,  a  Girl  was  kill’d  by  the  fall  of  a  Tree™ 
Near  Northampton,  a  Man  was  kill’d  by  the  fall  of  a  great  Barn. 

Near  a  young  Man  was  kill’d  by  the  fall  of  a  Wind-mill. 

Not  tar  from  Ipfmch  in  Suffolk,  a  Man  was  kill’d  by  the  fall  of  a  Barn. 

And  about  two  Miles  from  the  faid  Town  of  Jpfmch,  a  Man  was  kill'd  by 
the  tail  of  a  Tree,  -  .  -  . .  - '  -  J 
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At  Langton]  or  near  to  it,  in  the  County  of  Lekefier ,  one  Mr.  Roberts  had 
a  Wind-mill  blown  down,  in  which  were  three  Men,  and  by  the  fall  of  it, 
one  of  them  was  kill'd  outright,  a  fecond  had  his  Back  broken,  and  the  other 
had  his  Arm  or  Leg  ftruck  off,  and  both  of  'em  (according  to  our  beft  In¬ 
formation)  are  lince  dead.  t 

There  are  alfo  many  Effects  of  this  Storm  which  are  of  another  nature, 
whereof  we  fliali  give  this  following  brief  account. 

Alfo  at  Red-Mzrly  and  Newin ,  not  far  from  Tewksbury  t  their  Churches  are 
extreamly  broken  and  flutter'd,  if  not  a  confiderable  part  of  'em  blown 
down.  The  like  was  done  to  moil,  if  not  all  the  Publick-Meeting  places  at 
Gloucefier  City.-  And  it  is  reported  that  fome  hundreds  of  pounds  will  not 
fuffice  to  repair  the  damage  done  to  the  Cathedral  at  fVorcefter ,  efpecially  in 
that  part  that  is  over  the  Quire.  _ 

The  like  fate  happen'd  to  many  more  of  them,  as  Hereford ,  Leighton  Beau- 
defart  in  Bedfordjhiret  and  Eaton-  Soken  in  the  fame  County,  where  they  had 
newly  erected  a  very  fair  Grofs  of  Stone,  which  the  Wind  blew  down  ;  and, 
as  fome  of  the  Inhabitants  did  obferve,  that  was  the  firfb  damage  which  that 
Town  fuftained  by  the  Storm,  tho'  afterwards  in  other  refpeCts  alfo  they 
were  in  the  fame. Condition  with  their  Neighbours.  The  Steeples  aifo  and 
other  parts  of  the  Churches  of  Shenley ,  Whaddony  and  JVoolfton  in  the  County 
of  Bucks ,  have  been  very  much  rent  and  tom  by  the  Wind.  The  Spire  of 
.Finchinfield  Steeple  in  the  County  of  Effiex ,  was  blown  down,  and  it  brake 
through  the  Body  of  the  Church  and  fpoil'd  many  of  the  Pews  ;  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  of  Pounds  will  not  repair  that  Lofs.  But  that  which  is  rnoft  remark¬ 
able  of  this  kind,  is,  the  fall  of  that  famous  Spire,  or  Pinacle  of  the  Tower- 
Church  in  Ipfwlch >  It  was  blown  down  upon  the  Body  of  the  Church ,  and 
fell  revers'd,  the  fharp  end  of  the  Shaft  ftriking  through  the  Leads  on  the 
South-fide  of  the  Church,  carried  much  of  the  Timber- work  down  before 
It  into  the  Ally  juft  behind  the  Pulpit,  and  took  off  the  edge  of  one  fide  of 
the  Sounding-board  over  the  Pulpit.  It  flutter'd  many  Pevvs.  The  Weather¬ 
cock,  and  the  Iron  upon  which  it  flood,  broke  off  as  it  fell,  but  the  narrow- 
eft  part  of  the  Wood-work,  upon  which  the  Fane  flood,  fell  into  the  Ally, 
broke  quite  through  a  Grave- ftone,  and  ran  fhoring  under  two  Coffins  that 
had  been  plac’d  there  one  over  another.  That  part  of  the  Spire  which  was 
pluck’d  up  was  about  three  yards  deep  in  the  Earth,  and  it  is  believ  d  fome 
part  of  it  is  yet  behind  in  the  ground  :  fome  hundreds  of  pounds  will  not 
make  good  the  detriment  done  to  the  Church  by  the  fall  of  this  Pinacle . 

Very  great  prejudice  hath  been  done  alfo  to  private  Houfes,  many  of  'em 
blown  down,  and  others  extreamly  flutter'd  and  torn;  It  is  thought  that 
five  thoufand  pounds  will  not  make  good  the  Repairs  at  Audly  end  Houfe 
which  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  A  good  part  alfo  of  the  Crown  Office 
in  the  Temple  is  blown  down.  The  inftances  of  this  kind  are  fo  many  and  fo 
obvious,  that  it  would  needlefly  take  up  too  much  time  to  give  the  Reader  ^ 
an  Account  of  the  collection  of  them,  only,  there  hath  been  fuch  a  won¬ 
derful  deftru&ion  of  Barns,  that  (looking  fo  much  like  a  Judgment  from 
the  Lord,  who  the  laft  year  took  away  our  Corn,  and  this  year  our  Barns  ) 
we  cant  but  give  a  fliort  account  of  fome  part  of  that  Intelligence  which 
hath  come  to  our  hands  of  that  nature. 
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beenbiomi  IC|'S  that  an incredible  number  0 f  Barns  have 

at  ieaft  efeven  R  1  n”  18  T5W"S  andr  Vil,ag«  thereabouts.  At  Twining, 
At  2i  five  ArA/«>e  ,  0Vyn  d°Wn'  1,1  Pariflt  feven  or  eight, 

le  i  Th^fu’i  3  D6ry  E^at  t'U tuber,  three  whereof  belonged  to 
»  ■  '  &teat  Abby-Barn  alfo  at  Tewksbury  is  blown  down. 

mrcehr(hbelih  oTanf’  h'1',!  *  Viry  few  miies  circumference  in 

rfufJt p'f’  •  ?n  ,’undrcd  a,ld  fol'ty  Barns  are  blown  down.  And  a. 
TeldingParfonage  in  the  County  of  Bedford  (out  of  which  was  thruif  bv 

opprelfion  and  violence  the  late  Incumbent  )  all  the  Bwns  belnging  t0  it 

?  Wn'r  T  le  mftances  alfo  of  this  kind  are  innumerable,  which  welhall 
^crefore  forbear  to  make  further  mention  of. 

we  have  alfo  a  large  Account  of  the  blowing  down  of  a  very  great  and 
confiderable  number  of  Fruit-trees,  and  other  Trees  in  fevera^parts  •  we 

£athe°Counties  of GllZ^  ‘w**  P‘^s,v'hkh  are  the  moil  remarkable! 

t  '  T17  7O',  Hereford,  and  Worcefter,  feveral  perfons  have 
loft  whoie  Otchards  of  Fruit-trees ;  and  fo  in  other  parts  of  E»sUnd  pro 

?°'r“,nab1^  the  h£e  damage  hath  been  fuftained  in  this  rdpeif.  And  as 

pljC/s  by  dii!€Sto?me  &h  been  *  de,ftruaion  made  ofthem  in  many 
places  by  this  Stoim.  Several  were  blown  down  at  Hampton-Court  And 

three  thoufand  brave  Oaks  at  leaft,  but  in  one  principal  part  of  the  FoS 

of  belonging  to  his .  Majefty.  In  a  little  Grove  at  Ipfiekh  belongin'-’ 

.0  the  Loi  d  0,  here,  ord  (  which  together  with  the  Spire  of  the  Steeple  before- 

mentioned,  were  the  molt  confiderable  Ornaments  of  that  Town  )  are 

blown  down  at  leaft  two  hundred  goodly  Trees,  one  of  which  wasan  Aft 

which  lud  ten  loads  of  Wood  upon  it:  there  are  now  few  Trees  left  there.  ’ 

In  Brampton- Bryan  Paf  in, the  County  of  Hereford,  belonging  to  Sir  Edward 

Hark  one  of  the  late  Knights  of  the  Bath,  a'oove’  thirteen  hundred  Trees 

are  blown  down;  and  above  fix  hundred  in  Hop  ton  Park  not  far  from  it :  and 

thus  it  is  pioportionaoly  in  molt  places  where  this  Storm  was  felt.  And  the 

tUuh.ls’  me  damage,  which  the  People  of  this  Nation  have  fuftaiped  upon 

i  *  acfount,5  W  tilis  Sro|m  is  not  eaiily  to  be  valued  :  ionic  fober  and  diicrcec 

People,  who  have  endeavoured  to  compute  the  Lofs  of  the  leveral  Counties 

one  with  another,  by  the  deftructior 1  of  Houles  and  Barns,  the  blowing  away 

of  Hovels  and  Reeks  of  Corn  the  falling  of  Trees,  See.  do  believe  it  can 
come  to  little  Iefs  than  two  Millions  of  Money. 

There  are  yet  behind  many  particulars  of  a  diftincT  nature  from  thole 
whica  have  been  ,poken  of;  feme  whereof  are  very  wonderful,  and  call  for 
a  very  ferious  obfervation  of  them. 

In  the  City  of 'Hereford  feveral  perfons  were  by  the  violence  of  the  Wind 
5sUP  m  the  gt°Und'  °ne  raan  (-as  ic  is  credibly  reported)  at  leaft  fix 

S'*/  °r  ^f^don  a.no.fPeflminfier,  efpecialjy  on  the  Bridge  and  near 
WMingford  notije,  feveral  perfons  were  blown  down  one  on  the  top  of  another.  - 
In  nertfordjhire  a  man  was  taken  up,  carried  a  pole  in  length,  and  blown 
0vai,a  very  nigh  hedge;  and  the  like  in  other  places. 

I  he  Water  in  the  River  of  Thames,  and  other  places,  was  in  a  very  ftrange  . 
maarner  blown  up  into  the  Air:  Vea,  in  the  new  Pond  to  ^amePs  Parkthu 

o  1  £\the  ™mber  of  at  leaft  two  hundred,  were  blown  our,  and  lay  by’ the 
oank-fide,  whereof  many  were  eye-witnefles.  '  . 
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At  Effing  in  the  County  of  Effex,  a  very  great  Oak  was  blown  down,  which 
of  it  lelf  was  railed  again,  and  doth  grow  firmly  at  this  day. 

At  Taunton ,  a  great  Tree  was  blown  down,  the  upper  part  whereof  refted 
upon  a  brick  or  Stone- wall,  and  after  a  little  time,  by  the  force  of  the  Wind, 
the  lower  part  of  the  Tree  was  blown  quite  over  the  Walk 

The  great  Fane  at  White-Hail  was  blown  down ;  and  one  of  the  four 
which  were  upon  the  White-Tower . 

The  feveral  Triumphant  Arches  in  the  City  of  London  were  much  /hatter’-d 
and  torn  5  that  i n  Leaden  ball- (Ireet  loft  the  Kings  Arms,  and  many  other 
rare  pieces  that  were  affixed  to  it.  That  in  Cheapjide ,  which  reprefented  the 
Church,  fuffer’d  very  much  aifo  by  the  fury  of  the  Storm.  And  a  great  part 
of  that  in  Fleet-flrcet  (  which  reprefented  Plenty  )  was  blown  down?  but, 
blelTed  be  God,  none  that  we  hear  of  were  either  kill'd  or  hurt  by  the  fall  ofit* 
It  is  aifo  credibly  reported,  that  all,  or  fome  of  the  Heads  which  were 
fet  upon  Weftmwfter-kail ,  were  that  day  blown  down. 

There  was  a  very  dreadful  Lightning  which  did  at  flrft  accompany  the 
Storm,  and  by  it,  fome  of  his  Majefty’s  Hoplhold  conceive  that  the  Fire 
which  happen'd  at  White-hall  that  morning,  was  kindled  \  as  aifo  that  at  Green¬ 
wich ,  by  which  (as  we  are  inform’dj  (even  or  eight  houfes  were  burnt  dowm 
But  before  we  clofe  up  our  Difcourfe  upon  this  particular  great  Work  of 
God,  we  {hall  briefly  give  an  account  of  a  few  fignai  and  eminent  Prefer  va- 
tions  which  the  Lord  did  that  day  vouchfafed  to  fome  who  were  in  very  great 
danger.  ^  „  _ 

One  John  Hall ,  an  Inhabitant  of  Ranee  in  the  County  of  Northampton , 
being  in  his  Chamber  with  three  little  Children,  was  fuddenly  furpris’d  with 
fear  that  the  Room  would  be  blown  down,  and  would  therefore  needs  im¬ 
mediately  carry  down  all  the  three  Children  in  his  Arms  at  once  :  He  was  no 
fooner  down  ftairs  with  them,  but  prefently  (  as  he  fear'd  )  the  Room  fell, 
and  if  any  one  of  his  Children  had  been  left  behind,  it  had  undoubtedly 
perifhed; 

The  Lord  aifo  wrought  a  wonderful  deliverance  for  divers  of  the  City 
Minifters  who  were  that  day  at  the  Morning  Le&ure  at  JohnZecheries  Church 
near  Goldfmith-halL  It  is  ufual  with  the  Minifters  after  the  Sermon  is  ended 
to  go  into  the  Veftry,  and  ipend  a  little  time  in  Difcourfe  together,  while 
the  Congregation  is  departing  the  place,  which  they  did  that  Morning  aifo  l- 
but  there  being  a  Fire  in  the  Veftry,  and  the  Wind  fo  extream  high,  it  blew 
the  Srnoak  down  into  the  Room,  which  was  fo  offenfive  to  them,  that  they 
did  prefently  quit  the  Veftry,  and  went  to  the  Minifter’s  Houfe,  which  they 
had  no  fooner  recovered,  but  a  Stack  of  Chimneys  belonging  to  Sir  James 
Dr  ex  his  Houfe,  adjoyning  to  the  Veftry,  fell  down  upon  it,  and  broke 
through  it  \  and  had  not  the  Minifters,  upon  the  fore- mentioned  account,  by 
a  fecret  inftinft  of  Providence,  been  withdrawn,  all  or  moft  of  them  had 
been  deftroyed,  or  at  leaft  very  much  hurt  and  maim'd  by  that  Accident, 
Mr.  Blith  the  Attorney’s  Man  (of  whom  we  have  given  fome  account  here¬ 
after]  was  aifo  that  day  wonderfully  preferved  from  perifhing  with  his  Ma¬ 
tter  :  for  by  reafon  of  his  ftay,  either  to  make  water,  or  upon  fome  other 
©ccaiion,  while  his  Matter  did  run  by  a  Riding-houfe  near  Richadilley  (which 
fell  upon  him  and  kilFd  him)  he  efcaped  that  danger^  and  was  by  a  {{range 
Providence  prefer?  d_  while  his  Matter  periflied. 
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The  Countefs  of  Rivers  alfo  having  an  Houfe  or  Lodgings(as  we  are  inform- 
ed)  about  Covent-garden,  being  that  Morning  in  Bed,  was  much  impoi tuned 
bv  one  of  the  Servants  (who  was  exceedingly  afraid  of  the  falling  of  a  Stack 
of  Chimneys,  which  was  over  the  Room  where  her  Ladilhip  lay)  to  rife  im¬ 
mediately,  left  fhe  might  be  kill’d  in  her  Bed  ;  which  accordingly  flie  did, 
and  her  Ladilhip  was  no  fooner  up  and  departed  the  Room,  but  the  Chim¬ 
neys  fell,  and  brake  down  into  the  Chamber,  and  at  the  lean:  two  Tuns  of 
Bricks  and  Rubbifh  were  upon  and  about  the  Bed  where  the  Countefs  lay ,  by 
which  Ihe  had  been  certainly  Smother’d,  had  not  her  Servant  prevail  d  with 
her  to  remove  fo  feafonably,  which  was  of  the  Lord,  that  *he  might  not 

lio  a  Citizen  of  London,  living  at  Bedml-Green,  was  by  an  eminent  hand 
of  the  Lord  delivered  that  morning  ;  for,  according  to  his  wonted  courle, 
he  went  into  his  Wafh-houfe  adjoyning  to  his  Kitchen  to  wafh  his  hands  and 
face  which  he  had  no  fooner  done,  and  departed  the  place,  but  immediately 
the  Wafh-houfe  fell  flat  to  the  ground  ;  and  if  the  Lord- had  not  at  that  very 
moment  ordered  by  his  Providence  that  he  fhould  go  forth,  he  had  certainly 

^An  honeft  man’s  foil  and  fervant  in  Northamtonjhire,  were  that  morning 
together  in  the  Barn  when  it  fell ;  and  the  fervant  was  (lain,  but  the  Ion  had 
only  his  hat  beaten  off  his  head,  and  received  no  other  hurt 

An  eminent  Citizen  of  London  going  that  morning  into  Thornes- Street  to 
fpeak  with  a  Friend  upon  fome  urgent  occa lions,  as  he  returned,  arid  in  the 
very  fight  of  his  Friend,  who  waited  on  him  to  the  door,  aftack  of  Chimneys 
fell  down,  and  to  the  apprehenfion  of  his  Friend,  and  all  that  were  near, 
he  was  covered  with  them  :  for,  the  Bricks  and  Rubbifh  in  greac  abundance 
fell  round  about  him,  and  a  duft,  that  for  fome  face  of  nmethey  could 
not  fee  him,  and  did  verily  believe  he  had  been  buried  in  the  heap  out  it 
pleafed  the  Lord  to  protea  him,  that  not  fo  much  as  one  Buck  did  tou^.i 
him,  to  the  great  aftonifhment  of  himfelf  and  all  Spectators.  _  r  n 

We  have  alfo  very  credible  Information,  that  near  mobnrn  in  he  County 
of  Bedford,  two  men  were  the  fame  morning  threfhmg  together  it i  a  Barr, 
which  by  the  violence  of  the  Wind  was  in  a  wonderful  mnnei  blown  ovei 
them,  fo  that  by  the  fall  of  it  neither  of  them  fuitained  the  leaft  hui  t. 

One  thing  more  the  Reader  is  defined  to  take  notice  of,  That  theie  was 
none  of  this  Storm  in  Torkjhire,  and  all  the  Northern  parts  of  England,  and 
lb  Me  in Scotland:  The  Wind  did  indeed  blow  a  little  more :  than  ordina¬ 
ry,  but  it  was  not  fo  high  that  they  comd  call  it  a  Storm  ,  and  fo  they  futt 
ed  not  thofe  Prejudices  by  it,  which  the  people  m  other  part  of  the  Nation 
did  undergo.  What  the  Lord  s  meaning  in  it  is,  furthei  than  to  ltu  tnen  P 

to  thankfulnefis,  Providence  may  in  due  time  diicover. 

REMARKS.  , 

Since  among  other  Prodigies  inferred  in  this  Tieatiie,  the  Cornpi 
of  have  thought  fit  to  give  us  an  Account  o.  a  n  ‘  ,er  Over- 

Wind  ;  We  thought  we  could  not  do  better,  than  to  “  ^  '  nt  0f 

match  them,  in  living  them  a  molt  particdar  and  wriiennck 
the  Stupendous  Accidents  that  happen  d  in  the  la.  1  ,  £  t  aswell 

few  years  ago,  each  of  them  being  fo  very  Surprizn  „  ,  > 

to  defstve  the  Name  of  a  Prodigy.  This  Great  Storm  which  began  no,, 
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on  Friday  night,  Nov,  26.  O,  S.  being  preceded  by  very  Tempeftuous  Wea¬ 
ther  For  14  days  before,  but  efpeciaily  on  the  24th  and  25th,  hi  ft  exerted  its 
Fury  about  10  at  Night  ;  and  fo  encreafing  by  degrees,  fir  ft  till  12,  and  af¬ 
terwards  till  betwixt  one  and  two  a  Clock,  gave  fuch  dreadful  Apprehen¬ 
sions  to  the  Generality  of  the  People,  that  they  durft  not  lie  in  Bed,  the’ 
at. the  fame  time  there  was  no  flirting  out  the  Doors,  for  fear  of  meeting 
with  a^worfe  Fate  in  the  Streets,  than  that  they  dreaded  from  the  Falling  of 
their  Houies.  From  2  of  the  Clock  the  Violence  of  the  Storm  was  ftill  en- 
creafed,  till  5  in  the  Morning,  to  fuch  a  degree  as  is  aimoit  inexpreffible, 
notwithstanding  which,  from  5  a  Clock  till  half  an  hour  after  6,  it  blew 
harder  than  ever  before,  and  it  was  about  that  time  the  Greateft  Damage 
was  done,  Specially  in  the  Shipping,  the  Spring-tides  being  then  up  about 
4  a  Clock.  The  darknefs  of  the  Night,  joyifd  to  the  No.ife  cf  Thunder,  and 
the  Dread  ©f  unufual  Flafhes  of  Lightning  (which,  tho3  fcarce  perceived  in 
i.ondon,  yet  were  very  apparent  in  the  Country j  was  a  dilmal  Addition  to 
the  Horroroccalioned  by  the  Violence  of  Wind,  which  had  produced  fuch 
Giimal  Ene<fts,  that  then  by  8  a  Clock  the  next  Morning,  after  its  Great  Fu¬ 
ry  was  iomewhat  abated,  when  the  People  began  to  peep  or  to  ftir  out  of  their 
Homes,  they  found  the  Streets  almoft  unpayable,  by  reafon  of  the  Bricks, 
Jyles,  and  other  Rubbifti  of  the  demolifh’d  Houles.  It  was  an  Opinion  re- 
cetvec  among  divers  difcerning  People,  that  this  Storm  was  attended  by  an 
Earthquake  $  but  fince,  if  any  fuch  thing  had  been,  it  muft  have  been  fo 
Geiieral,  as  to  have  been  obferved  by  every  body;  this  muft  be  only  an  Ef¬ 
fect  of  that  Terror  whdrewith  many  People  were  feis'd  by  the  fhaking  of 

'k!  Ir  ^ou*es>  and  ^e  falling  of  the  Chimney  Stocks.  It  is  further  obferva- 
ble,  that  as  this  Great  Storm  was  preceded  by  very  Tempefluobs  Weather,  fo 
it  was  ro  low'd  by  divers  other  Tempefts,  by  Intervals,  from  Saturday}Sept, 
w-  J  tj  Wednefday  Dec.  2.  about  4  of  the  Clock  in  the  Afternoon.  The 

TxtWiLS  °n  Friday  ni§ht*  fiom  the  16  to  the  27th  betwixt  S.  S.  W.  S.  WH 
and  N.  W.  The  Wind  having  flood  near  thofe  points  for  a  confiderable  time 
r  ci? *  !hls  "ad  d  all  the  Harbours  in  England  with  a  prodigious  Number 
or  Snipping,  thofe  that  were  bound  up  the  Channel  being  drove  back  bv  the 
Violence  of  the  Winds,  and  thofe  come  up  from  the  South  and  Weft  hurried 
mto  the  next  Port  they  could  make  ;  this  occafioned  confequently  the  great- 
ei  Lois  among  our  Shipping,  the  chief  particulars  whereof,  as  well  as  of  the 
other  moft  Remarkable  Accidents  of  this  Unparalelfd  Storm,  is  to  be  the 
Suojea  of  the  following  Pages. 

tb  J  ?.befln,  the  Cify  of  London,  it  afforded  a  moft  miferable  Spedacle, 

On  nHrffc  T-.-n  "HH1*  with  Bricks,  Tiles,  and  Slates  in  fuch  vaft 
w  th;|c  the  des  life  from  21  s.  p.  1000  to  6 1.  and  all  the  Tiles  for 
i°  p‘ “  round,  not  being  fufficient  to  repair  the  tenth  part  of  what  was  loft, 
we/® forc  d  to  make  ufe  of  Boards  to  cover  their  Houles.  About 
if  j*  Cn'm'ieys  were  blown  down  by  a  modeft  Computation,  21 
kill’d  nVff  Ik  ’parJd  ab°v®  20  forely  wounded  or  maim'd.  A  Woman  was 

Oiftiller  L  hn °f  StJ  ?awes’s  by  the  FaI1  of  a  Stackof  Chimneys  ;  a 
Wife  was  rot  "kf-ftfeet  and  his  Servant  underwent  the  fame  Fate,  but  the 

the  Stack  ff  ier|OUt  a  iVr  ,.Ml'  Pjer  a  Plaifterer  in  Fetter-lane,  was  kill'd  by 
>wo  Bat  in  r?I}lnfey  faJlng  llP0n  the  Houfe,  and  his  Wife  wounded  ; 

0  y  m  Crofs-ftreet,  Hatton-Carden ,  had  the  fame  Misfortune  ;  as  alfo  a 

Woman. 
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Woman  in  jewen-ftreet:  kill'd  in  the  Street,  and  two  more  by  the  Fall  of  a 
Houle.  One  Mr.  Simpfon  a  Scrivener  in  Threedmeedle- ftreet,  being  in  Bed 
contrary  to  the  Advice  of  his  Servants,  was  kill'd  by  the  Fall  of  the  Chim¬ 
neys  ]  and  a  Carpenter  in  White  Crofts- ftreet ,  refilling  to  hearken  to  his  Wife, 
who  defir ’d  him  to  rife,  was  kill’d  in  the  Bed  5  Many  hundreds  of  Rods  of 
Brick- Walls  were  laid  level  with  the  Ground  in  the  adjacent  Parts  of  London y 
and  among  the  publick  Edifices,  Her  Majefty’s  Palace  of  Sr.  James's,  and  fe¬ 
ver  a  1  Churches  ;  but  elpeciallv  St.  Mary  Aldermary  Church ,  that  of  St.  Allan's, 
Woodftreet ,  that  of  Sr.  Alary-  Queries,  and  of  St.  Michael  Crooked-  lane,  fufrer- 
ed  moil:  ;  and  fome  hundreds  of  thelargell  Trees  in  James's  Park,  Moprfields9 
and  divers  other  Places  near  London ,  were  torn  out  of  the  Ground,  and' 
fome  of  them,  tho5  of  an  extraordinary  Size,  broken,  off  in  the  middle.  Ar 

-*  1  ,  n  c  ,  ’  ,1  1  1  «  ^  •  1  »  It-  t*  1 
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ly  gave  opportunity  to  the  Inhabitants  to  preferve  their  Furniture,  Move¬ 
ables  and  Merchandizes,  by  covering  ’em  with  Deal-boards,  and  other  Mat- 
terials  \  without  which  the  Damages  that  might  have  been  fuffer’d  by  the- 
Rains,  would  perhaps  have  furpafs’d  all  the  other  Loffes. 

The  efie&s  of  thismoft  Dreadful  Storm  *prov  d  no  lefs  Remarkable  in  the 
Country  than  in  London,  At  Stow- market  in  Suffolk [9  the  finefl  Spire  in  that 
Country,  being  100  Foot  high  from  the  Steeple,  with  a  Gallery  at  the  height 
of'4oFoot,  all  open,  was  blown  down,  and  made  feveral  large  Breaches  in 
the  Roof  of  the  Church  :  At  a  place  call’d  Beffe. Sleight  in  Bark^Jhire,  4  Miles 
S.  W.  of  Oxon ,  one  Mr.  Jofeph  Ration,  an  Inhabitant  there,  faw  on  Friday 
the  2,6th  of  Novem.  in  the  Afternoon  a  Pillar  or  Spout  moving  dire&ly  with 
the  Wind,  in  the  fhape  of  the  Trunk  of  an  Elephant ,  but  extending  to  a 
great  Length,  and  leaving  a  Mark  behind,  as  it  fwept  the  Ground.  It  fnapt 
afunder  the  Trunk  of  a  Iufty  Oak,  tumbled  down  a  Barn,  and  knock’d 
down  a  Man  of  the  fame  Parifli  in  the  Field.  The  Great  Storm  happening- 
that  night,  they  found  the  next  morning  a  very  tall  Elm  Handing,  and  only 
a  little  loofen’d  at  the  Root,  but  the  body  of  the  Tree  quite  twilled  round. 
In  Gloucefterjhire  and  Somerjetfhire  the  Flood,  was  by  the  force  of  the  Wind, 
blowing  direffly  into  the  Channel  call’d  the  Seven  Sea ,  raifed  S  foot  higher, 
than  ever  was  known  in  the  Memory  of  Man,  whereby  at  Huntfpill  feveral 
Veffels  were  driven  fo  far  upon  the  Land,  that  they  will  never  begotten  off. 
At  Bewly  in  Gloucefterjhire ,  broke  through  the  Sea  Wall  or  Dike,  made  of 
vail  Stones,  and  large  pieces  of  Timber,  26  Sheets  of  Lead  weighing  each 
550,  were  blown  off  the  Church,  hanging  altogether  at  10  yards  diltance 
into ’the  Church-yard  ;  and  in.  a  Village  nam ’d  Kingscote  600  Trees,  of  a- 
bout  80  foot  high  each,  were  torn  up  by  the  Roots  within  the  cpmpals  of-  5 
Acres  It  is  fufficiently  known  how  the  Bffhop  of  Bath  and  Wells  and  his  La¬ 
dy  were  kill’d  in  the  City  of  Wells,  by  the  Fall  of  2  Chimney  Stacks.  At 
Slimbridge  near  Severn, ,  a  fine  Elm,  fuppoled  to  have  been  the  largett  m  the 
whole  Country,  was  torn  up  by  the  Roots,  its  circumference  whult  Handing 
wirh  the  Boughs,  having  been  meafur’d  to  above  200  Yards. 

At  Fair  ford  m  Gloucefterjhire ,  the  Church  which  is  very  Famous  for  its 
Beauty,  was  exceedingly  damnify’d,  especially  in  its  Curious  moft  antient 
Painted  Dials,  the  Lo.fi  whereof  is  judged  unrepairable.  At  Vmnntm^ one 
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Edgehill  hearing  his  Houfe  crack,  was  no  fooner  got  out  of  the  doors  with 
his  Family,  but  the  Roof  of  the  Houfe  fell  in.  A  t  Hinderhill,  not  far  from 
Shipton ,  one  John  Allen  and  his  Son  being  out  of  doors  in  the  midft  of  the 
Temped:,  faw  two  bodies  of  Fire  flying  on  the  fide  of  the  faid  Hill.  At 
Broadway  (alfo  in  Somerfetfhire)  a  Child  of  Hugh  Betty  was  kill’d  by  the  fall 
of  a  Houfe,  and  his  Wife  forely  wounded  5  At  lllminfier  in  the  lame  County 
Henry  Hunfler,  his  WTife  and  2  Children,  being  in  the  Houfe  when  it  was 
blown  down,  efcaped  without  any  conflderable  Damage.  At  Lemington  Hu- 
fling  near  Huricharch  in  Warwick  /hire,  6  Sheets  of  Lead  hanging  together  of 
50  hundred  weight,  were  carried  from  the  Church  thro’  the  Air  at  50  yards 
diftance,  where  the  End  of  one  Sheet  was  twilled  round  the  body  of  the 
Tree  *,  and  at  Marfan  in  the  fame  County,  a  great  Rack  of  Wheat  was  blown 
off  from  itsStuddles,  and  fet  down  without  one  Sheaf  remov’d  at  20  yards 
diftance  from  the  Place.  At  Kingfion  upon  Thames  in  the  County  of  Surry,  a 
Stack  of  Chimneys  fell  upon  the  Bed  of  Mrs.  Copper  a  Widow,  on  which  fhe 
lay,  but  had  juft  quitted  it  a  Moment  before  ;  The  like  fortunate  Accident 
befell  a  Son  and  Daughter  of  Mr.  Robert  Banford  of  the  fame  place.  At  Whits - 
Table,  a  fmail  Village  at  the  mouth  of  the  Eafl-Swde  of  the  River  Medway , 
a  Boat  belonging  to" a  Hoy  was  taken  up  from  the  Water  into  the  Air,  and 
after  continual  turnings  in  its  Motion. 

At  Breuchley  in  the  Weftern  parts  of  Kent,  a  ftately  Steeple  of  12  Rods 
high,  was  blown  down,  to  the  great  Damage  of  the  Church ;  and  the  Stee¬ 
ple  of  Great  Beckham,  not  far  diilant  from  the  former,  had  the  fame  Fate  : 

A  credible  Perfon  who  travell’d  about  a  Month  after  this  Storm  through  Kent, 
computed  1107  D welling- houfes,  Out  houfes  and  Barns  blown  down,  and 
of  Trees  a  numberlefs  Quantity.’  At  Halllngford,  one  Robert  Howell  and  his 
Wife,  being  both  in  Bed,  the  Chimney  failing  and  breaking  into  the  Houfe^ 
the  Man  had  his  Thigh  broke  by  the  Beam,  but  fhe  efcaped  without  any 
remarkable  Hurt.  The  Mifler  of  Charlewood  near  Rigate,  getting  cut  of  his 
Bed  in  the  night,  to  turn  the  Mill  to  the  Wind  and  let  it  to  work  (  as  the 
only  means  to  preferve  it)  happen’d  by  a  lucky  Millake  to  forget  his  Key  ; 
fo  that  being  oblig’d  to  go  back  to  his  Dwelling- houfe  to  fetch  it,  he  found 
upon  his  return  thence  the  Mill  blown  down,  and  thus  preferv'd  his  Life.  I11 
the  Parifh  of  Harking,  one  Charles  Afann  being  in  bed,  with  his  Wife  and  2 
Children,  he  and  one  Child  was  kill’d  by  the  fall  of  the  Houfe,  and  the  o~ 
ther  and  the  Wife  miraculoully  preferv’d.  At  Wormfley  in  Hereford/hire,  a 
Man  and  his  Son  were  alfo  kill’d  by  the  fall  of  his  Houfe. 

In  Helford  a  fmail  Haven,  not  far  from  St.  Keaverne  in  Cornwall,  a  Tinn- 
lliip  with  only  one  Man  and  2  Boys  aboard  her,  being  forced  from  her  An¬ 
chors,  was  driven  out  of  the  faid  Harbour  about  12  a  Clock  at  night ;  and 
tho’  without  Anchor,  Cable  or  Boat,  by  8  a  Clock  the  next  morning  run  in 
betwixt  2  Rocks  in  the  lfle  of  Wight,  having  made  80  Leagues  in  lefs  than  8 
Hours.  The  Men  and  Goods  were  preferv’d,  but  the  Ship  loft.  In  Milford 
Haven,  a  Ketch  being  droven  on  the  Rocks  without  a  Boat,  the  Men  that 
were  in  her,  expelled  every  Moment  to  be  drowned  ;  but  a  Boat  broken  lofe  * 
fiom  another  Ship  without  any  body  in  her,  happening  to  be  drove  by  ’em, 

2  Men  leap’d  into  her  and  fav’d  their  Lives,  but  the  Boy  was  drowned.  One 
Nelms  of  Glouceflcrfhire  near  Harlingham,  was  carried  away  with  his  Wife, 

4  Children  and  Horle  and  all,  and  were  all  drowned  except  one  Girl,  who 

was 
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was  prefer Vd  by  taking  hold  of  a  Bough,  At  Briftol ,  the  overflowing  of 
the  Severn ,  caufed  above  iooooo  /,  viz.  Damage  in  Merchandizes,  without 
mentioning  the  Great  Lofs  of  Corn,  Cattle,  &c,  in  the  adjacent  Country* 
In  the  New  Forefi  alone,  about  4000  Trees  were  blown  down.  A  consider¬ 
able  Number  of  poor  diftrefled  Seamen  were  got  upon  the  Goodwin  Sands 
( when  the  Tide  was  out)  near  Deal ,  but  fuch  was  the  Barbarity  of  the  In¬ 
habitants,  that  inftead  of  endeavouring  the  Relief  of  thefe  miferable 
Wretches,  they  employ'd  their  Boat  in  looking  after  Plunder.  At  laft  Mr* 
Thomas  Powell,  a  Slopfeller  by  Trade,  and  then  Mayor  of  that  Town,  com- 
miferating  the  diftreffed  Condition  of  thefe  poor  Creatures,  defired  the  Cu- 
ftome-houfe  Officers  to  fend  their  Boats,  and  Men  for  their  Relief,  and  upon 
their  Refufal,  feizes  upon  their  Boats,  and  lome  others  belonging  to  the 
Town.  This  done,  he  offers  to  fome  of  the  common  People  5  /.  per  Head 
for  every  man,  whofe  Lives  fliould  be  faved  ;  by  this  Encouragement,  (eve- 
ral  Boats  being  well  Man’d,  they  had  the  good  Fortune  to  bring  aflioar  a- 
bove  200  Men,  whole  Lives  muff  have  been  certainly  loll  upon  the  Return 
of  the  Tide ;  as  it  happen'd  to  all  the  reft,  that  could  not  be  carried  off 
with  thefe  Boats.  Application  was  made  to  the  Agent  for  Sick  and  Wound¬ 
ed  for  Relief  of  thofe  that  were  brought  aftioar  j  but  he  excufing  the  Mat¬ 
ter  the  Mayor  at  his  own  Charge  furnifli ’d  them  with  Meat,  Drink,  and 
Lodging,  and  buried  feveral  that  died  the  next  day  5  after  which  he  gave 
the  reft  Money  and  Paffes  to  Gravefend . 


The  Damages  fuffered  in  the  River  Thames  is  almoft  paft  Computation  % 
For  the  Tide  being  up  at  that  time,  when  the  Storm  blew  with  the  greateft 
Violence  from  the  S.  W.  and  W.  there  were  but  4  Ships  left  between  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  flapping  and  Ratcliff-  Crofs ,  the  reft  to  the  Number  of  no  lefs  than 
700  beingforcff  into  the  Bite  or  Bay,  from  Ratcliff- Crofs  to  Ljimehoufe  Hole  $■ 
fo  clofely  Squeezed  together,  and  in  fo  various  a  Polition  forc’d  within  and 
upon  one  another,  as  is  rather  to  be  imagin’d  than  defcribed,fo  that  fcarce  one 
of  thefe  Veflels  cfcaping  without  fome  considerable  Damage  received,  I  leave 
it  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Reader,  what  Loffes  have  been  fuftain’d  only  up- 
on  this  account ;  tho’  by  a  peculiar  Providence  of  God.  and  the  goodnefs 
of  the  River  Thames,  only  2  Ships  among  all  the  relt,  viz*.  The  Bujjel  G ally 
richly  laden  yvith  Bale-goods  for  the  Streights,  and  the  Sarah  Gaily  bound 
for  Leghorn,  were  funck,  the  firft  near  Lyme-houfe,  the  fecond  near  Black- 
Wall  and  all  the  Ships  droven  upon  the  Ouzy  Shoar,  below  Tilbury-Fort 
near  'Gravefend,  got  off  fafe  the  following  High-  tides.  Of  the  Small  Crafty 
as  the  Sailors  (file  it,  above  500  Wherries,  and  about  300  Ship  Boats  were 
loft  moft  of  them  dalh’d  to  pieces  againft  one  another,  or  on  the  Shoars  and 
betwixt  the  Great  Ships ;  and  about  100  Lighters  and  Barges  had  the  fame 
Fate  ;  The  greateft  good  Fortune  was,  that  not  above  22  Perfons  loft  their 
I  ives  in  the  River,  upon  this  fad  Occaffon,  and  that  the  hight  of  the  Tide 
did  not  near  fo  much  Damage,  here  in  the  Levels,  Marfliy- Grounds,  Cellars, 
and  Ware  houfes,  as  the  River  Severne  did  ;  the  Damage  fuftain  d  at  BrtjtoG 
only  in  Sugar  and  Tobacco,  being  computed  at  above  iqoqqq  L  ana  near. 

100  Perfons  drowned  in  the  adjacent  Mar  flies  or  the  RjY€I? 
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In  the  Harbour  of  Yarmouth,  was  a  very  great  Fleet  at  that  time  of  Loaden 
Colliers ,  Ruffia  Ships  and  others,  notwithstanding  which,  it  happen’d  that 
they  did  not  fuftain  the  fame  Damage  in  Proportion,  like  what  happen’d  in 
other  Places  ;  becaufe  the  Storm  proving  neither  altogether  fo  Violent,  nor 
fo  long  more  Northward  ;  thofe  Ships  who  could  not  ride  it  out  in  Yarmouth 
Road,  went  out  to  Sea  to  the  Northward,  where  they  found  the  Tempeft 
not  altogether  fo  Violent;  and  befides  this,  had  the  opportunity  of  Sheltring 
under  the  High- Lands,  they  having  the  Benefit  of  the  Weather  Shoar.  At 
Grimily,  not  one  Veil'd  was  left  in  the  Harbour,  but  were  ail  blown  out  to 
Sea,  and  a  Great  Number  loft.  Plimouth  Harbour  felt  the  Difmal  Effects  of 
this  Storm  with  a  Vengeance  ;  but  the  greateft  Lofs  there  proved  that  of  the 
Light -houfe,  call’d  the  Eddy-ftone  at  Plimouth  ;  all  the  Upper  part  whereof 
from  the  Gallery  was  blown  down,  and  all  the  People  in  it  perifh’d,  and  a- 
mong  the  reft,  Mr.  Winftanly,  the  Contriver  thereof,  whole  Lofs  was  ex- 
treamly  lamented  ;  There  was  a  Model  of  this  Noble  Structure  in  Mr.  Win- 
ftanlys  Houfe  at  Little  bury  in  Ejjex,  which  happen’d  to  be  blown  down  and 
broken  to  pieces  in  the  fame  Tempeiluous  Night.  The  firfl  EfFe&s  of  the 
Lofs  of  the  Light- Houfe  at  Plimouth ,  fell  upon  a  Homeward  bound  Virginia 
Ship  foon  after,  which  being  ignorant  cf  its  being  deftroy'd  by  the  Storm, 
was  fplit  upon  the  fame  Rock,  where  this  Building  flood/  and  had  moft  of 
her  Men  drowned.  It  would  require  a  Treatife  alone  to  defcribe  the  Da¬ 
mages  and  Devallarions  occafioned  during' "this  Storm  in  the  Harbour  and 
Town  of  Portfmouth ,  where  there  was  then  a  great  Fleet  of  Men  of  War 
Tranfport-ihips,  and  other  VelTels  ready  to  Sail  to  the  Weft  ward  :  Many  of 
thefe  Ships  being  forc’d  out  to  Sea,  and  never  heard  of  more.  At  Cowes 
happen  d  the  fame  with  the  Merchant- Men  at  Anchor  there;  Many  Ships 
from  the  Downs  were  driven  over  to -the  Coaft  of  Holland .  At  Falmouth 
1 1  Ships  were  Stranded  on  the  Shoar  ;  and  to  be  fhcrt,  Portfmouth,  Plimouth 
Weymouth ,  and  moll  of  the  other  Sea- Port  Towns  on  thofe' Coafts  look’d  as 
if  they  had  undergone  the  Fate  of  a  moil  furious  Bombardment. 


Twpuid  be  endlefs  to  enter  upon  a  further  Account  of  the  Loffes  fuftain ;d 

Ulld>fc?iXQ  any  Place  being  exempted  from  feeling  the 
E-fteds  of  this  Geneiai  Calamity  ;  it  will  iufhce  to  lay  upon  this  Head °that 

w^rfWyflh^talI)e^nrf  150  Sail  ofC/ing  Whid! 

vveieof hei  Majeliy  s  Navy,  4  third  Rates,  three  of  them  loft  on  the  Good- 
mn  Sands,  vik.  The  Northumberland  and  Reft  duration,  in  both  which  were 
near  650  Men.  The  Sterling  Caftle,  only  70  Men  laved  out  of  349  The 
Refolutum  c&  away  near  Pern  fey,  but  all  the  Men  faved  ;  4  fourth Rates 
The  Referve  olt  m  W  Roads,  had  237  Men  drowned  ;  The  Mai 
ry  on  board  which  was  Rear  Admiral  Beaumont ,  loft  on  the  Goodwin 
W,  270  Men  drowned  one  Man  laved  by  Swimming,  befides  he  Captain 
and  Purler  who  were  allioar.  The  Vigo  loft  in  Holland,  but  all  her  Com 

4-  The  Nevcaflle  drove  from  Spithead,  and  loft  on  he 
Co.ft  of  Sajfexf  only  24  Men  faved  out  of  243  Men  The  Mortar  and 

fecl(Tmh  f°fb  Vi  u  Wxe/e  loft’  thefi,ft  on  the  Coaft  of  Portland  the 
lecond  in  the  Buoy  of  the  Nore ;  The  Earle  and  Advice  .1  ’  tne 

terbury  Storeftiips :  befides  which  one  If  her  Ma.eftv’s shin! A  h£C?’ 
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Lofs  of  hir’d  Ships,  fuch  as  Tenders,  Tranfports,  and  others  hired  into  the 
Service,  is  fcarce  to  be  computed,  divers  of  them  being  forced  to  Sea, 
and  never  heard  of  more. 

In  the  mid  It  of  all  thefe  fatal  Calamities  and  molt  dreadful  Dilkfters, 
God  Almighty  was  pleas’d  to  give  many  Peculiar  Marks  of, his  Great  Mer¬ 
cy  and  Singular  Providence;  Among  thefe  the  Deliverance  which  happen’d 
to  Sir  Stafford  Fairborn,  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red  aboard  Her  Majeftf s 
Ship  the  Refaction ,  a  Second  Rate  of  96  Guns,  well  defer  ves  the  fir  ft 
place  in  thefe  our  Obfervations.  This  Ship  being  firft  then  returned  from 
the  Mediterranean,  lay  at  Anchor  that  night  off  of  the  long  Sand  Head 
in  the  River  Thames  ;  and  being  droven  about  three  of  the  Clock  in  the 
Morning,  on  the  27  th  of  November ,  from  her  Anchor,  upon  the  moft  dan¬ 
gerous  Sand,  call’d  the  Galloper,  took  in  there  fuch  a  vaft  Quantity  of  Wa  ¬ 
ter,  that  every  body  thought  fhe  muft  have  funk  ;  2  of  the  lower  Gun- 
Deck  Ports,  being  forc’d  open  by  the  Water  ;  however  after  fome  time, 
being  got  off  of  this  Shoal,  and  Day  appearing,  they  were  drove  over  to 
the  Bank  of  Flanders,  and  thence  along  the  Coaft  of  Holland  and  Fru/land , 
to  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Elbe.  Here  they  continued  till  the  4th  of  De¬ 
cember  following,  when  a  Violent  Storm  arifing  from  the  N.  W.  which 
drove  them  from  their  Anchors,  they  muft  have  infallibly  been  loft  (the 
Wind  (landing  direftly  upon  the  ShoarJ  had  not  about  10  a  Clock  at  Night, 
the  Wind  turn’d  to  the  S.  W,  which  giving  them  an  opportunity  to  put 
to  Sea,  thev  were  droven  over  the  Coaft  ot  Norway ,  having  neither  Ca~ 
hies,  nor  Anchors,  no  Wood,  nor  Candles ;  no  Beer,  and  fcarce  any  other 
Provifions :  Add  to  this,  that  the  Men  fatigu’d,  firft  by  the  tedious  Streights 
Voyage,  and  the  Intolerable  Fatigues  of  ib  long  and  Dreadful  Tempefts, 
fell  lick  every  day,  fo  that  they  were  fcarce  able  to  Manage  the  Ship  In 
this  diftreffed  Condition,  they  at  laft  got  into  the  Harbour  of  Gottenberg , 
December  1 1  th  5  but  being  in  great  Danger  of  being  Frozen  up  there  (which 
would  have  confumed  moft  of  the  Men),  they  got  with  all  poff  ble  Dili¬ 
gence  thence,  and  from  Copenhagen ,  what  they  wanted  either  of  Provifions 
nor  Naval  Stores ;  and  fo  fetting  Sail  again  January  3,  prov’d  very  Inftru- 
mental  in  preferring  12  Ships  ioaden  with  Naval  Scores  for  Her  Majeftf  s 
Navy,  from  falling  into  the  Hands  of  fame  French  Privateers,  that  waited 
for  their  coming  home.  January  1 2th  at  night,  they  came  once  more  to 
an  Anchor  off  of  the  Long-Sand  Head ,  where  after  having  continued  for 
feme  days,  and  rid  out  another  moft  Violent  Storm,  they  at  laft  arriv’d 
fafely  to  the  Buoy  of  the  None ,  having  by  the  Hardfliips  of  the  Tempeft, 

loft  28  Men  of  the  Ships  Crew.  ;  .  ,  , 

A  Merchant  Man  riding  in  the  Downs ,  after  having  loft  ail  het  Anchots, 

Cables,  and  Sails,  and  cut  down  her  Mafts,  was  droven  thence  to  Sea,  and 
carry ’d  by  the  Wind  without  any  other  guide  to  the  Coaft  or  Norway, 
where  by  the  Affiftance  of  a  Pilot  of  that  Country,  they  were  Conduc¬ 
ed  and  laved  in  a  fmall  Creek.  '  '  .  .  .  . 

Another  Veftel  having  in  that  fatal  Tempeft  at  3  ^  C.ock  in  the  Mo.  n 
ing,  loft  all  her  Anchors  near  Chatham ,  her  Father  about  6,  and  beiides 
fprung  a  great  Leak.  In  this  diftreffed  Condition  tney  diove  48  Houis, 
expeCipg  nothing  but  prefent  Death  every  Minute.  About  midnight  the 


c  y 

Ship  ftruck  upon  the  Sands,  where  the  Sea  broke  in  upon  them  with  fo 
much  Fury,  that  they  were  immediately  in  Danger  of  being  fwallowed 
up  by  the  raging  Waves  in  the  very  Ship  ;  but  within  two  Hours  after, 
the  Ship,  without  any  other  Help  but  God’s  Providence,  got  over  the 
Sands,  and  was  carry’d  into  a  narrow  Creek  un  the  Coaft  of  Holland ,  not 
far  from  Hellevoet  Sluice ,  without  any  other  Confiderable  Damage,  either 
to  the  Ship  or  Men.  The  Water  on  the  Sands  over  w  hich  they  part,  in  the 
rifidft  of  a  very  dark  Night,  was  fo  fhallow,  that  a  Ship  that  was  not  of 
half  her  Bulk,  dufft  never  venture  to  pafs  it  in  the  Day-time,. 

At  Swyre  in  Dor fetjhire7  hit.  Jacob  Cole  the  Miniftei  of  the  Pari fh,  was 
twice  in  Iminent  Danger  of  oeing  kill’d  by  two  Great  Stones,  weighing 
150  Pound  weight  each,  one  falling  juft  behind  him  as  he  was  going  out 
of  his  Houfe  door,  and  the  other  brufhing  againft  his  Elbow,  as  he  was 
fitting  by  the  Fire* fide.  At  the  fame  time  a  Widow  Woman  and  a  Smith’s- 
Wife  with  a  little  Child  in  her  Arms,  were  karce  got  out  the  Doors,  naked 
without  Shoes  or  Stockins,  when  the  Houfe  fell  in. 

A  Stack  of  Chimneys. belonging  to  the  Dwelling*  houfe  of  Dr.  Gideon 
Harvey  in  St.  Martins  Lane,  happening  to  be  ftruck  down  upon  the  back 
part  of  the  next  Heufe,  wherein  lived  Mr.  Robert  Richard f  an  Apothecary* 
and  Capt.  Theodore  Collier  with  his  Family  died  in  the  fame:  The  Chim¬ 
ney  piercing  thro’  at  the  Roofs  and  Floors,  carried  them  quite  to  the 
Ground  :  A  Foot  Man  who  about  a  quarter  of  an  Hour  before,  had  re¬ 
moved  himfeif  out  of  the  Back  Garret  into  the  Fore-garret,  happily  efcaped 
all  Danger  ;  Capt.  Collier  s  Child,  the  Nurfe  and  her  Child,  and  a  Servant 
Maid  which  lay  in  a  Room  2  Fair  of  Stairs,  were  found  fafe  in  the  Kit- 
chin,  except  the  Capt’s  Child,  which  two  Hours  after  was  found  unhurt  in 
fome  Pieces  of  the  Bed  and  Curtains,  which  being  fain  thro’  two  Floors* 
hung  on  fome  broken  Rafters.  Another  Maid-Servant  which  lay  up  one 
Pair  of  Stairs  in  the  fame  Room  with  the  Captain  and  his  Wife,  being  ai- 
fo  carry "d  into  the  Kitchin  without  any  hurt,  and  crying  for  Help  for  her 
Mafter  and  Miftrefs,  the  laft  was  in  half  an  Hours  time  taken  out  of  the 
Rubbifh,  without  any  other  Hurt  than  a  fmall  Bruife.  Mr.  Richards  and 
his  Wife  with  3  Neighbours,  being  in  the  Parlour,  run  out  of  Doors  up¬ 
on  the  hrft  Noife  ;  Mrs.  Richards  ftaying  fomething  longer  than  the  reft, 
to  pull  her  Child  of  about  a  Year  old,  out  of  the  Cradle,  the  Houfe  fell* 
yet  £he  efcaped  without  any  further  Hurt  than  a  fmall  Bruife  on  her  Foot, 
and  the  Child  was  foon  after  taken  out  of  the  Rubbiih,  without  having 
received  the  lead:  Harm. 

In  the  Parifh  of  Sf.  Mary  Cray  \n  Kenti  a  Man,  his  Wife  and  Child,  were 
juft  got  out  of  the  Bed,  when  then  the  Houfe  fell  in  upon  it;  And  the 
Minifter  of  South- efcaped  fo  narrowly,  that  his  Feet  were^  hurt  as  he 
was  getting  out  of  his  Bed. 

Two  Boys  in  the  Poultry ,  lodging  in  the  Garret,  were  by  the  Fall  of  a 
Chimney,  which  broke  thro’  the -Floors,  carded  into  the  Cellar,  without 
receiving  the  leaft  Hurt* 

A  Water-man  being  afleep  in  theCabbin  of  a  Barge  on  the  River  Thames^ 
w«.s  driven  thro’  London- Bridge,  and  the  Barge  carded  without  any  Guide. 
]^Q  the  Tower- Dock,  where  fhe  remain'd  fafe,  the  Man  not  being  waken’d 
till  Day-light, w  r . .  ~  .  Ma  ny 


(  S'l  ) 

Many  more  Stupendous  Relations  might  have  been  inferted  of  this  kind 
which  for  Brevity’s  lake,  we  thought  fit  to  pafs  by  in  filence  ;  theft  be’ 
foiementioned  being  mote  than  fufficient  to  convince  the  Reader  that  as 
this  lift  moil  Dreadful,  and  I  may  fay  Unparalell’d  Tempeft,  far’furpafs'd 
that  mentioned  by  our  Authors,  in  all  its  Circumftances,  and  in  the  vail 
variety  of  its  Surprizing  Events ;  fo  it  remains  doubtful,  whether  every 
thing  duly  Confider'd,  God  Almighty  did  upon  this  Great  Occafion  <s\yQ 
us  more  Signal  Proofs  of  his  Juftice  or  of  his  Mercy,  during  this  Grea- 
and  Univerfal  Storm  ! 

I  will  conclude  with  one  moft  Remarkable  Confequence  of  this  Storm  • 
This  was  an  Earthquake,  plainly  perceiv’d  by  a  good  Number  of  Perfons 
of  unqueftionable  Credit  and  Judgment  ;  efpeciaHy  in  the  County  o TjJn- 
coln  and  the  Exji -riding  of  Tor\  (hire,  whereof  feverai  Authentick  and  Un- 
quellionable  Accounts  are  (among  others)  given  by  Mr.  Ew&j  Mimiter  of 
Hull,  and  by  the  Miniiler  of  Bofian. 


FINIS, 


We  thought  it  not  improper  to  add  unto  this  Treat  if eX  as  a  Pof* 
feript)  Mr.  Lilly  [  the  Diflfenters  ORACLE]  his  Predi¬ 
ctions  for  the  dear  166-5*  Which  is  as  follow eth, 

>V  NO  it  may  be  conje&ured,  that  Men  pretending  San&ity  of  Life,  or 
feverai  Citizens  or  BurgefTes,  or  Perfons  inhabiting  in  Great  Towns*, 
vulgarly  called  Sectaries y  viz,  that  fome,  or  many  of  thofe,  and  Perfons  alfo 
of  other  Qualities  or  Callings,  fhall  be  bufie  in  Confultation,  to  diflurb  the 
Fublick  Peace  of  thofe  Parts  or  Countries  where  they  habit.0  nay,  their  pri¬ 
vate  Animofities  fhall  be  fo  foolifhly  great  againft  their  own  Prince  and 
Country,  that  they  will  as  much  as  in  them  lies,  rather  affifl,  than  offend 

the  .Nations  Enemies*  In  plain  terms,  thefe  are  made  manifeft  publickly, 

....  —  ® 


(  $2 1 

>vk.  fome  of  every  quality  beforefaid  to  be  Traytors  unto  their  own  natu¬ 
ral  Prince  and  for  Bribes  to  betray  thofe  Trufts  he  may  unhappily  repofe’ 
in  their  Cuftodiesi  or  to  do  what  Mifchief  they  can  by  private  Intelligence 
with  the  Enemy,  purpofely  that  they  may  Domineer  in  their  Own  conceited 
judgments.  It  follows,  Exercitium  mendacn  in  lat  it  udine  hominum  cum  ajjen- 
ftonemalivelinjmttmm:  Men,  viz.  lome  men  pretending  unto  Confluence  or 
Religion,  lhall  give  themfelves  great  latitude  in  Lying,  or  exercrfe  Lying 
wholly  in  all  Aftions,  with  Aflent  or  Confent,  or  well-liking  thofe  Evils  they 
perpetrate  thereby  ;  fo  that  we  fee  many  perfons  of  Quality  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  World,  fliall  affume  unto  themfelves  a  liberty  of  Lying,  or  allow 
themfelves  a  Latitude  of  Jugling  in  their  Speeches,  Treaties,  Articles,  or 
the  like,  with  Intention  to  commit  Evil  thereby,  or  to  revenge  pretended 
Injuries,  by  urgirigfalfly,  the  like  Injuries  have  been  done  unto  him  or 
them,  their  Prince,  their  Country,  &c.  If  it  be  asked,  guibus  in  terns, 
where  ?  or  in  what  Part,  or  what  Kingdom,  Countries,  &c.  lhall  thefe 
things  be  Acted  ?  Unto  which  we  fay  ;  Every  perfon  who  hath  any  parti¬ 
cular  Concernment  either  in  the  Angle  of  the  figure  of  the  Eclipfe  1664. 

either  Oppofite,  or  in  Quadrat  unto  the  place  Eclipfed,  or  in  this,  or  thefe 
of  1665.  or  in  the  places  or  degrees  Eclipfed,  is  one  of  thofe  intended  in 
the  former  Difcourfe ;  and  alfo  thofe  Grandees,  whether  of  Court  or  Courts, 
Cities  or  Towns,  or  otherwife  in  Command,  &c.  If  they  fleer.,  or  have  the  * 
principal  Management  of  the  prefent  Affairs  of  thofe  Kingdoms,  Countries 
Places  by  us  nominated,  are  herein  alfo  concerned,  and  ought  to  be  wary 
in  their  Actings,  left  he  or  they  be  found  Guilty,  and  in  Concluiion, 
Cry  Miftrere,  Sc  c-  . 

it*  ' 
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HpHE  Hiftorkal  Catechifm :  Or  An  explanation  Of  The  Old  and  New 
1  Teftament :  by  way  of  Quefiions  and  Anfwsrs.  After  a  more  Eafy  and 
Familiar  Manner,  than  any  hitherto  Extant.  Very  Edifying  and  Profitable 
for  Children  to  Learn  before  they  begin  to  Read  the  BIBLE .  By  a  Re¬ 
verend  Divine  of  the  Church  of  England. 

FAmofas  Defamator.  The  Infamous  Libeller  ( That  Slanderous,  Privy 
Back-  Biter )  Araign’d  and  Condemned,  by  the  Divine 3C anon ,  Civil,  -and 
Common  Laws,  Profecuted.  By  OElavius  Triminalis ,  in  a  Letter  to  Mar  cm 
JEwilim,  a  Friend  in  the  CITY.  Both  Sold  by  Bragg  at  the  Raven  in 
Fater-Nofter  Rom  1,707. 


